Worksheet for group 1: The architecture experts of the Berlin Hansaviertel and the Bauhaus architecture

Your objects of research:

(1) solitary high-rise:the Baldessari-Haus,  Bartningallee 5,  architect: Luciano Baldessari

(2) solitary high-rise: the Hassenpflug-Haus,  Bartningallee 9, architect: Gustav Hassenpflug 

(3) solitary high-rise: Haus Lopez/Beaudouin, Bartningallee 11-13, architect: Raymond Lopez

Tasks:

1. Please read the pages 18, 34, 35, 38,39, 40,41 of the “Hansaviertel Berlin pocket guide to Interbau 57“ and the papers provided by your teachers. 

2. Take notes on a)its architecture, b)the architectural concept of the Bauhaus then (in the 1950s) and c)today's idea of sustainability. See below for detailed questions!

3. Make a poster with your results. 

Help for tasks: Answer the following questions:

(1) What is the Hansaviertel? When and why were the present high-rise buildings erected? 

(2) Name the architects of “your“ buildings. Write about four sentences about their biography and why they built houses in the Hansaviertel. 

(3) Who is le Corbusier? Who is Walter Gropius? what does “Bauhaus“ stand for/signify/mean in the 1950s?

(4) What is typical for the architecture of a solitary high-rise buidling? 

(5) Draw and describe the arrangements of the apartments and floors of the building. 

(6) What is the Bauhaus concept? Explain how the idea of the Bauhaus concept is reflected in “your“ high-rise buildings!  

(7)  What makes the Bauhaus and the Hansaviertel so attractive? 

(8) Was the Hansaviertel modernized recently – and if so, was the basic idea of the building architects recognized? Was any new idea added to the Hansaviertel buildings?

(9) Find examples of sustainability in the Hansaviertel – use the information on “your examples“!

- sustainability: Sustainable architecture is architecture that seeks to minimize the negative environmental impact of buildings by efficiency and moderation in the use of materials, energy, and development space and the ecosystem at large. Sustainable architecture uses a conscious approach to energy and ecological conservation in the design of the built environment.

- Help for the poster 

(1)aims of the poster: The poster should give you a quick overview of your topic and of your answers to the task questions. The poster is to be used for a short presentation to your partners and for a gallery walk!

(2) Your poster should have a thesis (such as:“solitary high-rise – an architectural concept worth to be preserved?“)

(3) Use the oval cards provided by your teacher. Write key words or phrases (which answer the task questions!) on them.

(4) Stick the oval cards into the appropriate boxes of your poster. 








Clauß, Gymnasium Tiergarten, Berlin Germany, 2018

Topic: The Berlin Hansaviertel – rebuilt in the Bauhaus style after the war:

Suggested thesis: “solitary high-rise – an architectural concept worth to be preserved?“

(find your own thesis!)

Today's Hansaviertel


Today's “Hansaviertel“ was constructed for the 1957 International Building Exhibition between the Tiergarten and the route of the railway. The area, planned in 1953 and implemented between 1955 and 1960 is considered a model of modern city planning and of the classical modern or post-modernism of that time. It replaced the old Hansaviertel of which about 90 percent of the houses were destroyed in World War II air raids. Today it has about 6000 residents of which approximately 30% are foreigners. In 1995 the Hansaviertel was declared a memorial because its architecture shaped the style of the houses built in Berlin and all over Germany after 1957.

The rebuilding of Berlin after the war 


The architect Hans Scharoun was commissioned in 1946 by the Allied Control Council to develop a concept for the redesign of Berlin. The disaster for the city - 500,000 homes lost and all industries and workplaces of any importance destroyed or dismantled - offered a unique opportunity for city planners. Under his leadership, the so-called “collective plan“ provided a complete redistribution and decentralization of the city. It called for housing units for 4000 to 5000 people, surrounded by green and providing all necessary utilities. 

Thus, the land use plan of 1950 incorporated two main objectives: inner city areas should be more loose-packed than before, and the city should, as far as possible, be interspersed with green spaces. 

The rebuilding of the Hansaviertel after the war


The Hansaviertel became the symbol of Berlin's desire for renewal. The history of the new Hansaviertel is closely associated with the urban master plan for Berlin after the end of World War II.  The programmatic orientation for the major project in 1953 by renowned architects under the leadership of Le Corbusier developed the "Charter of Athens", which demanded a strict separation of living, working, leisure and transport. This was new – before living and working areas were mixed.  At the end the competition of various architects led to useful suggestions for layout, construction and design of the new quarter. 


To the competition in 1952, 53 architects from 13 countries were invited, all proponents of modern Western notions of the "New Construction" and the Bauhaus style, including Alvar Aalto, Egon Eiermann, Walter Gropius, Arne Jacobsen, Oscar Niemeyer and Max Taut. “Your“ architects Luciano Baldessari, Gustav Hassenpflug and Raymond Lopez have been influenced by the strict geometry and right-angled forms of the Bauhaus, too. According to their plans, 35 objects were finally attained. The residential buildings, with 1160 residential units are grouped in a loose mixture of high and low buildings around the center at the main square (Hansaplatz), with a shopping arcade, the Roman Catholic St. Ansgar Church, cinema (the Grips Theatre since 1979), library and kindergarten, and the two entrances to the “Hansaplatz“ subway station which opened in 1961. The new Protestant Kaiser-Friedrich-Wilhelm Memorial Church was founded just to the south of the Hansaplatz. 


There are three large groups of residential buildings in the southern part of the Hansaviertel: The first group consists of the six so-called “point blocks“ or solitary high-rise buildings which have a roughly square floor plan of over ten floors. With these, as many apartments as possible are concentrated around a center which contains a stairway or an elevator shaft. See your examples of the Hansaviertel buildings! 

The second group is the so-called "row houses" or slab high-rise and linear buildings and the third group  comprises the one-and two-storey detached house.
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Bauhaus style house


Founded originally as a private school prior to World War II, the Bauhaus school of design in Germany sought to combine a wide range of design disciplines together, such as architecture, art and industrial design. 


Little did the founders know at the time, that the teachings and fundamentals preached would form the foundation of modern design as we know it today. This is not to say that 21st architecture is based totally on the requirements of the Bauhaus back then, but it has evolved in such a way that there are still hints of the original Bauhaus style visible in new builds. And, it is probably unlikely that this will ever change. Take a look at your examples of the Hansaviertel!


Although Bauhaus architecture was originally designed to take the social housing crisis into account, many of the principles taught by Walter Gropius, who was head of the architecture faculty, have been adapted to suit modern design today as a style, rather than a practice. 


The waves of the Bauhaus teachings were felt far and wide, and after the school was disbanded during the Nazi regime, many of the founders and teachers fled to countries such as America, Switzerland and England. Because of this, their principles and fundamentals were allowed to flourish on an international scale with many of the original participants going on to design buildings in major cities outside of Germany. Even now, 60 years on, their forward thinking designs are still being praised. 


Evident in both residential and commercial buildings is principle of geometry. Using curves and shapes that allowed for space wastage or poor spatial layout were frowned upon. Where possible, it was also encouraged to make the building as unobtrusive as possible to the landscape it was situated upon.  The first and most important teaching by the Bauhaus school was to reject the ornamentation. Bauhaus design is practical and functional, and every aspect designed must have a use, or at least, a perceived one. Bauhaus teachings suggested that both the colour and material palette be of one colour only (monochromatic), with the only acceptable pop of colour coming from the primary tones—blue, yellow and red. Prevalent in most architecture during the Bauhaus period was of course strict geometry and strong, right-angled forms. While some people may perceive this as boxy, the reasons for such a design feature were clear. Both the internal and external layout of a house could be open and well laid out, making best use of the available space. 

 Sustainability: Energy efficieny, climate protection in the Hansaviertel


In 1957 these topics did not exist or were mere side topics. But: the concrete used in those days was a mixture of crushed bricks and concrete reinforced with steel. The crushed bricks of the buildings destroyed in the war was used to build new houses! - Cheaper than concrete in those days and it insulated the buildings as a side effect!


Today huge efforts have been put in saving energy and reducing CO2 production of the Hansaviertel high-rise buildings. The house Lopez is one of the buildings which has been modernized recently. Techniques applied range from insulation of the façade, flat roof and pipes of the heating to the replacement of windows with engergy saving glass. This is done to save fuel for heating. Another method is to lower the heating of the huge staircases. Each measure has to be carefully thought through as the orginal materials and appearance of the buildings should not be changed. Thus, insulation (such as styrofoam) cannot be simply fixed to the façade as this would change the appearance of the whole building. Instead it has to be put between the outer wall and the facade or limited to roofs. A common method of energy saving is to disconnect thermal bridges. These concrete or metal connections between facade and outer wall or window frames transport heat from the inside to the outside. The Hansaviertel is connected to the district heating system of Berlin, a cheap and modern heating technology which should be equipped with modern energy-saving technology in future.

Haus LOPEZ
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            Today (moderNised)






Baldessari Haus in the 1960s

Charles-Édouard Jeanneret, known as Le Corbusier (French: [lə kɔʁbyzje]; 6 October 1887 – 27 August 1965), was a Swiss-French architect, designer, painter, urban planner, writer, and one of the pioneers of what is now called modern architecture. He was born in Switzerland and became a French citizen in 1930. His career spanned five decades and he designed buildings in Europe, Japan, India, and North and South America.


Dedicated to providing better living conditions for the residents of crowded cities, Le Corbusier was influential in urban planning, and was a founding member of the Congrès International d'Architecture Moderne (CIAM). Le Corbusier prepared the master plan for the city of Chandigarh in India, and contributed specific designs for several buildings there.


On 17 July 2016, seventeen projects by Le Corbusier in seven countries were inscribed in the list of UNESCO World Heritage sites as The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement.




















