Worksheet for group 2: The architecture experts of the Berlin Hansaviertel and the Bauhaus architecture

Your objects of research:

(1) slab high-rise: Niemeyer Haus, Altonaer Str. 4-14, architect: Oskar Niemeyer, 

(2) slab high-rise: Haus Vago, Klopstockstraße 14-18, architect: Pierre Vago

(3) linear building: Haus Fisker, Bartningallee 10,  architect: Kay Fisker

Tasks:

1. Please read the pages 18, 58, 59, 66,67, 50,51 of the Hansaviertel Berlin pocket guide and the papers provided by the teachers. 

2. Take notes on a) the history of the “old“Hansaviertel, b) the architectural idea of the new (and present) Hansaviertel, c)the architecture of the three examples given above 

3. Make a poster with your results. 

Help for tasks

- historical aspect and architecture: Answer the following questions

(1) What is the Hansaviertel? a) What kind of buildings were typical for the Hansaviertel before World War II?  b) When and why were the present high-rise buildings erected? 

(2) Name the architects of “your“ buildings. Write about four sentences about their biography and why they built houses in the Hansaviertel. 

(3) What is typical for the architecture of a solitary high-rise buidling? 

(4) Draw and describe the arrangements of the apartments and floors of the building. 

(5) What is the Bauhaus concept? Explain how the idea of the Bauhaus concept is reflected in “your“ high-rise buildings!  

(6)  What has made the Bauhaus and the Hansaviertel so attractive then and today? 

- Help for the poster 

(1)aims of the poster: The poster should give you a quick overview of your topic and of your answers to the task questions. The poster is to be used for a short presentation to your partners and for a gallery walk!

(2) Your poster should have a thesis (such as:“Slab high-rise  and linear buidlings– a fundamentally new idea of architecture and living“)

(3) Use the oval cards provided by your teacher. Write key words or phrases (which answer the task questions!) on them.

(4) Stick the oval cards into the appropriate boxes of your poster. 









Clauß, Gymnasium Tiergarten, Berlin Germany, 2018

Topic: The Berlin Hansaviertel – rebuilt in the Bauhaus style after the war:

Suggested thesis: “Slab high-rise  and linear buidlings– a fundamentally new idea of architecture and living“

(find your own thesis!)

The old Hansaviertel


The old Hansaviertel was built on a grassy area, ringed by inns and villas. In 1762 the area had been sold to a group of farmers from Schöneberg and thus was called "Schöneberger Wiesen“. Several development plans for the territory were submitted and a Royal Order of 21 March 1874 confirmed the plan of the Berlin-Hamburg real estate company.  Although the height of the buildings was indeed limited, many builders did not stick to those conditions and in most cases, there were three floors – a main floor with a basement and an attic - creating a typical Berlin block construction with side and crosswise buildings and backyards. Almost all the major architects of the Empire Period have left traces in the Hansaviertel, including Ernst von Ihne, Hans Grisebach, Alfred Messel and Johann Emil Schaudt. The architecture was mostly classical, with a preference for the Renaissance style, with interiors characteristically having stucco ceiling, woodwork, painting and gilding.

The district, its (Jewish) residents and the war


Around 1900, the Hansaviertel had almost 18,000 inhabitants. It was a comfortable, middle-class, posh residential area of medium density, in stark contrast to the surrounding working-class neighborhood, Moabit, north of the Spree. The two largest groups of residents were entrepreneurs and pensioners, representing 20% of the population. About 10% were small traders. Their offices mostly were located in their basements, often hidden behind front yard hedges. There was also a large number of staff: servants, cooks, nannies, etc. and a high number of visual artists and writers. Other professional groups were diplomats, artists, merchants, lawyers, officers, doctors and bankers.


Between 1930 and 1943, there was a social redistribution in the Hansaviertel because of the discrimination and subsequent murder of the Jewish residents, who had comprised about 10% of the population. The destruction of the area began in 1933 with the accession of the Nazis. The synagogue in the Levetzowstrasse was burned down during the pogrom in November 1938 and demolished in 1939. Jews who had to evacuate their homes were in so-called "Jewish houses" and forcibly admitted to a limited living space crammed together. One such Jewish house, at Cuxhavener Strasse 14, is preserved. In 1941 the deportations

to the concentration camps began.


The other professional groups (teachers, bank employees, engineers, clerks, workers) moved into the vacated flats, and it can be assumed that these were primarily loyal Nazi party members. Around 1941 the area was declared a "Jew-free zone" by the General Inspector. Currently 1030 Jews are known to have been transported from the Hansaviertel to be murdered in the concentration camps.

World War II and the Hansaviertel


During the bombings of 22 and 23 November 1943, more than 75% of the district was destroyed. At the end of the war, of the 161 houses, only 21 (13%) were habitable. Today's Hansaviertel covers a much smaller area as the historical Hansaviertel.

Today's Hansaviertel


About 90 percent of the houses of the old Hansaviertel were destroyed in World War II air raids. Today's “Hansaviertel“ was constructed for the 1957 International Building Exhibition. The area, planned in 1953 and implemented between 1955 and 1960 is considered a model of modern city planning and of the classical modern or post-modernism of that time.  To the competition in 1952, 53 architects from 13 countries were invited, all representatives of the Bauhaus style, including Alvar Aalto, Egon Eiermann, Walter Gropius, Arne Jacobsen, Oscar Niemeyer and Max Taut. Kay Fisker and Perre Vago were influenced by the geometric and right-angled style of the Bauhaus. According to their plans, 35 objects were finally attained. The residential buildings, with 1160 residential units are grouped in a loose mixture of high and low buildings around the center at the main square (Hansaplatz), with a shopping arcade, the Roman Catholic St. Ansgar Church, cinema (the Grips Theatre since 1979), library and kindergarten, and the two entrances to the “Hansaplatz“ subway station which opened in 1961. The new Protestant Kaiser-Friedrich-Wilhelm Memorial Church was founded just to the south of the Hansaplatz. 


There are three large groups of residential buildings in the southern part of the Hansaviertel: The first group comprises the one-and two-storey detached house and the second group is the so-called "row houses" or slab high-rise and linear buildings. The linear buildings are elongated rectangles (long squared buildings) that consist of four to ten storeys. Rows of houses with only four floors were particularly inexpensive, as they did not need special construction technology or elevators. Slab high-rise buildings are rows of houses with seven to ten floors could be built around larger open spaces allowing for parking and green design, but had higher construction costs and required more internal facilities, such as elevators. See your examples of the Hansaviertel buildings!

The second group consists of the six so-called “point blocks“ or solitary high-rise buildings and the third group  comprises the one-and two-storey detached house. 

Energy saving measures

Today huge efforts have been put in saving energy and reducing CO2 production of the Hansaviertel high-rise buildings and its heating system. The Niemeyer house is one of the buildings which has been modernized in 2000 -2003. Techniques applied range from special energy-saving paint on the concrete walls to the replacement of windows with engergy saving glass. This is done to save fuel for heating. In 2005 the heating system and water supply were modernized and led to a 30% reduction of energy consumption. 


Each measure has to be carefully thought through as the orginal materials and appearance of the buildings should not be changed. Thus, insulation (such as styrofoam) cannot be simply fixed to the facade as this would change the appearance of the whole building. Instead it has to be put between the outer wall and the facade or limited to roofs. A common method of energy saving is to disconnect thermal bridges. These concrete or metal connections between facade and outer wall or window frames transport heat from the inside to the outside. The Hansaviertel is connected to the district heating system of Berlin, a cheap and modern heating technology which should be equipped with modern energy-saving technology in future. This combination of Bauhaus style and modernization has made the Hansaviertel so attractive up to today.

Haus Vago
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in the 1950s 
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and today
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A house of the old Hansaviertel in the style of historicism

