                               NATIONAL  FESTIVALS
COMMEMORATION OF ATATURK,  YOUTH  AND  SPORTS   DAY
      It is celebrated on 19th  May every year. Mustafa Kemal Atatürk came to Samsun by the  Bandırma ferry on May 19 ,1919 to start an uprising against the decision of the World War I allies.This event is accepted as the  as the starting date of the Turkish War of Independence in Turkey . Atatürk dedicated that  day  to the Turkısh young people . Various sports events take place on May 19 throughout Turkey. Many people celebrate this day by watching athletes perform at their local stadiums or by participating in sports events that are open to the public, such as half-marathons. University students usually prepare special programs.
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NATIONAL  SOVEREIGNTY  AND  CHILDREN’S  DAY  
      It is celebrated on 23rd of April every year. The Turkish Grand National Assembly (the Turkish Parliament) was opened on that date . Atatürk dedicated that day to Turkish children. Turkish children take seats in the Parliament for the day and symbolically govern the country. 

National Sovereignty and Children’s Day is an official holiday in Turkey. Government offices,schools are  closed on this day  . Every year  chıldren celebrate this day with the children  coming from foreign countries .
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VICTORY  DAY-  30TH  OF  AUGUST  
             Victory Day in Turkey commemorates the  Turkish victory against Greek forces in the Battle of Dumlupınar. Victory Day is a national public holiday in Turkey on August 30. Many people in Turkey celebrate Victory Day by attending military parades, which take place in many big cities throughout the country. Air forces celebrate the day with demonstration flights. The jets involved in such flights usually leave a red-and-white trail, symbolizing the Turkish flag.
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29th OCTOBER    REPUBLIC  DAY

       On the 29th of ever year Turkey celebrates Republic Day in Turkey.  This day marks the anniversary of the declaration of the independence of Turkey.

     On the 29th of October 1923 the Grand National Assembly proclaimed the Republic of Turkey and named Mustafa Kemal Atatürk as the first President of Turkey who had led the War of Independence, which started on the 19th May 1999 and ended 3 years later driving out the occupying allied forces of World War 1.

      Many people go to local stadiums on October 29 to watch performances dedicated to Republic Day in Turkey. Such performances usually consist of theater sketches, poetry readings and traditional Turkish dances. Many school children participate in school performances for parents and teachers,
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                    RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS

    FEAST  OF  THE SACRIFICE

             Feast of the sacrice is  celebrated every year.It is celebrated ten days earlier before than the year before.  This festival lasts for four days. 

 On the first day of the Feast of the Sacrifice, Muslim sacrifice rams for the sake of Allah. 

 Two-third of the meat from sacrificed animals is given to relatives, neighbour and the poor. One –third of the meat should be left in the house.  We visit our friends,relatives,neighbours. We  also give gifts and sweets  to the  children. The main idea of the Feast of the Sacrifice is to help  the poors and to have  a good relationship with everyone. Muslims pray for forgiveness from God and strength of faith. 
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THE FEAST  OF  RAMADAN

     Muslims  fast  30 days. The Ramadan festival comes after one month of fasting. Many people wake up early on the first day of the Ramadan Feast. They put on their best clothes, called bayramlık, which they often buy specifically for the occasion, and have a large breakfast. This symbolizes the end of the fasting period, which many Muslims observe during the preceding month of Ramadan.We also call it  the Sugar Feast  because people treat their guests to sweets and traditional desserts during the festival. It is customary to visit one's relatives, especially older ones, and kiss their hand as a sign of respect.
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