
Of the Bridge of 

Arta 

 

Forty-five builders and sixty 

apprentices were trying to construct 

a bridge over Aracthos river in Arta. 

All day long they worked, yet in 

vain; whatever they managed to build 

during the day collapsed at night. 

The bridge wouldn’t stand. The 

workers were desperate. 

A little bird, possessing the power 

to speak, revealed to them that the 

bridge would only finish if a human sacrifice was made. 

Particularly the beautiful young wife of the master-builder 

had to be the victim of this cruel act. 

When the master builder heard of the painful task he had to 

undertake he was devastated. Still, he could not do otherwise 

but yield to his fate. So, he sent a message to his wife to 

come by the construction site but as late as possible. 

Unfortunately, his good and obedient wife came as soon as she 

received the message. Upon seeing her approaching, the master 

builder was broken-hearted and fell sick. The young woman was 

worried and asked what was troubling her beloved husband only 

to be given the answer that the man had dropped his wedding 

ring in the foundations of the bridge and that no one dared go 

and pick it up. 

Immediately the unsuspecting woman offered to fetch the ring 

herself. Little did she know what was awaiting her and she 

went down. 

Not being able to find the ring, the woman asked her husband 

to help her come up again.  It was then that the master 

builder dropped a huge boulder on top of her and the rest of 

the workers buried her in the foundations. 

However before she died, she cursed the bridge never to be 

stable and the passers-by to fall into the abyss like herself. 

Still, recalling that her brother might some day cross this 

bridge, she changed her curse. 
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ΣΟΤ ΓΙΟΦΤΡΙΟΤ ΣΗ ΑΡΣΑ 

 
αξάληα πέληε κάζηνξνη θ’ εμήληα καζεηάδεο 

Γηνθύξη λεζεκέιησλαλ ‘ο ηεο Άξηαο ην πνηάκη. 

Οιεκεξίο ην ρηίδαλε, ην βξάδπ εγθξεκηδόηαλ. 

Μνηξηνινγνύλ νη κάζηνξνη θαη θιαίλ νη καζεηάδεο: 

≪Αιίκνλν ‘ο ηνπο θόπνπο καο, θξίκα ‘ο ηηο δνπιεςαίο καο, 

νιεκεξίο λα ρηίδνπκε, ην βξάδπ λα γθξεκεηέηαη≫. 

Πνπιάθη εδηάβε θ’ έθαηζε αληίθξπ ‘ο ην πνηάκη, 

δελ εθειάηδε ζαλ πνπιί, κεδέ ζα ρηιηδόλη, 

παξά εθειάηδε θ’ έιεγε, αλζξσπηλή ιαιίηζα: 

≪Ά δε ζηνηρεηώζεηε άλζξσπν, γηνθύξη δε ζηεξηώλεη. 

θαη κε ζηνηρεηώζεηε νξθαλό, κε μέλν, κε δηαβάηε, 

παξά ηνπ πξσηνκάζηνξα ηελ όκνξθε γπλαίθα, 

πόξρεηαη αξγά η’ απνηαρύ, θαη πάξσξα ην γηόκα≫. 

Σ’ άθνπζ’ ν πξσηνκάζηνξαο θαη ηνπ ζαλάηνπ πέθηεη. 

Πηάλεη, κελάεη ηεο ιπγεξήο κε ην πνπιί ηαεδόλη: 

Αξγά ληπζή, αξγά αιιαρηή, αξγά λα πάε ην γηόκα, 

αξγά λα πάε θαη λα δηαβή ηεο Άξηαο ην γηνθύξη. 

Καη ην πνπιί παξάθνπζε, θη’ αιιηώο επήγε θ’ είπε: 

≪Γνξγά ληπζνπ, γνξγά αιιαμε, γνξγά λα παο ην γηόκα, 

γνξγά λα παο θαη λα δηαβήο ηεο Άξηαο ην γηνθύξη≫. 

Να ηελε θ’ εμαλάθαλελ από ηελ άζπξε ζηξάηα. 

Σελ είδ’ ν πξσηνκάζηνξαο, ξαγίδεηαη ε θαξδηά ηνπ. 

Από καθξηά ηνπο ραηξεηά θη’ από θνληά ηνπο ιέεη: 

≪Γεηά ζαο, ραξά ζαο, κάζηνξνη θαη ζεηο νη καζεηάδεο, 

κα ηη έρεη ν πξσηνκάζηνξαο θ’ είλαη βαξγσκηζκέλνο; 

�Σν δαρηπιίδη ηόπεζε ‘ο ηελ πξώηε ηελ θακάξα, 

Καη πνηνο λα κπε θαη πνηνο λα βγε ην δαρηπιίδη λα βξε; 

�Μάζηνξα, κελ πηθξαίλεζαη θ’ εγώ λα πα’ ζ’ ην θέξσ, 

εγώ λα κπσ, θ’ εγώ λα βγσ, ην δαρηπιίδη λα βξσ≫. 

Μεδέ θαιά θαηέβεθε, κεδέ ‘ο ηε κέζ’ επήγε, 

≪Σξαύα, θαιέ κ’, ηνλ άιπζν, ηξαύα ηελ αιπζίδα, 

ηη όινλ ηνλ θόζκν αλάγεηξα θαη ηίπνηεο δελ εύξα≫. 

Έλαο πηράεη κε ην κπζηξί, θη’ άιινο κε ηνλ αζβέζηε, 

παίξλεη θη’ ν πξσηνκάζηνξαο θαη ξήρλεη κέγα ιίζν. 

≪Αιίκνλν ‘ο ηε κνίξα καο, θξίκα ‘ο ην ξηδηθό καο! 

Σξεηο αδεξθάδεο ήκαζηε, θ’ νη ηξεηο θαθνγξακκέλαηο, 

ε κηά ρηηζε ην Δνύλαβε, θ’ ε άιιε ηνλ Αθξάηε 

θ’ εγώ ε πηιηό ζηεξλόηεξε ηεο Άξηαο ην γηνθύξη. 

?ο ηξέκεη ην θαξπόθπιιν, λα ηξέκε ην γηνθύξη, 

θη’ σο πέθηνπλ ηα δεληξόθπιια, λα πέθηνπλ νη δηαβάηαηο. 

�Κόξε ην ιόγνλ άιιαμε, θη’ άιιε θαηάξα δώζε, 

Πόρεηο κνλάθξηβν αδεξθό, κε ιάρε θαη πεξάζε≫. 

Κη’ απηή ην ιόγνλ άιιαμε, θη’ άιιε θαηάξα δίλεη: 

≪Αλ ηξέκνπλ η’ άγξηα βνπλά, λα ηξέκε ην γηνθύξη, 

θη’ αλ πέθηνπλ ηα’ άγξηα πνπιηά, λα πέθηνπλ νη δηαβάηαηο, 
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ηη έρσ αδεξθό ‘ο ηελ μεληηεηά, κε ιάρε θαη πεξάζε≫. slideshare.gr 


