

LITERALLY
“Bridge” is a versatile term as proven by the multitude of definitions the word has:

1. A structure spanning or providing passage over a gap or barrier.
2. The upper bony ridge of a human nose.

3. The part of a pair of glasses that rests on this ridge.

4. A fixed or removable replacement for one or several natural teeth, usually anchored at each end to a natural tooth.

5. A thin, upright piece of wood in some string instruments that supports the strings above the soundboard.

6. A clockwise platform or enclosed area above the main deck of a ship from where the ship is controlled.

7. Any of several card games.

8. A passage in a musical, literary or dramatic work, linking two or more important sections (also called bridge passage).
(The Free Dictionary)
METAPHORICALLY
There is a lot of water under this bridge, obviously. So, let’s take a look at some of the most common expressions containing the word bridge.

· Bridge the gap: to do or create something that will last temporarily.
· Burn one’s bridges: to cut off the way back you came from, making it impossible to retreat or return. 

· Cross a bridge before one comes to it: to worry excessively about something before it happens.
· Be like painting the Forth bridge: repairing or improving something takes such a lot time that by the time you finish you have to start over again.
· If something is water under the bridge it happened a long time ago and it is forgotten now.
· Build bridges: improve relationships between people who do not get along very well.
· Bridge the gap: to make a connection where there is a great difference.
· To go a bridge too far: to take a step beyond what is safe, sensible or desirable.
· To make a bridge over a person’s nose: to pass over or disregard a person, especially at a dinner table.
(idioms.thefreedictionary.com/bridge)

IN ART

LITERATURE

Οι Γέφυρες δικαιώνουν.

Αυτούς που τις οραματίζονται.

Αυτούς που τις κάνουν πραγματικότητα.

Αυτούς που τις περνούν.

Αυτούς που ακουμπούν βλέμμα και όνειρα επάνω τους.

Αυτούς που βρίσκουν μια αγκαλιά στην άλλη άκρη τους.

Οι Γέφυρες δικαιώνονται.

Όταν οι λογοτέχνες τις παίρνουν στην αγκαλιά τους. 

 (books.gr/catalog/product/view/id/185490/s/gefyres-hmerologio-2015/category/74) Παναγιώτης Παπανικόλας  
Bridges vindicate.

Those who envision them.

Those who make them a reality.

Those who cross them.

Those who rest their glance and dream on them.

Those who find love across them.

Bridges are vindicated.

When authors lovingly embrace them.

                                          Panayiotis Papanikolas
A great many books have been inspired by the concept of bridge and its connotations or by an actual and special to the writer such construction. Some examples are:

From All Over the World
· The Bridge on the Drina by  Ivo Andric
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· The Bridge Across Forever 
by Richard Bach
                                                 richardbach.com                               
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The Bridge by Geert Mak
                                                                                                                                            amazon.com

· The Bridge by Peter Lalor
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The Bridge by Jane Higgins                      
In Greece
· The Dream of Masterbuilder Nikitas by Aris Fakinos
 shopbay.gr[image: image1.jpg]
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Popsicle Bridges by Giorgos   Karamanlis

                                                                                                          ianos.gr 
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Silences over the Bridge by Maria Konstantourou
                                                   greekbooks.gr
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en.wikipedia.org                                   pininterest.com                                                                        en.wikipedia.org
Music

· The 59th bridge song by Simon & Garfunkel
· Burning bridges by One Republic
· Bridge of light by Pink
· Bridge over troubled water by Simon & Garfunkel
· Under the bridge by Red Hot Chili Peppers
And some Greek songs on bridges:

· Χτίσε μια γέφυρα (Build a Bridge) by Dimos Anastassiadis
· Γεφύρι πέτρινο (Bridge of stone) by  Νίκος Ξυδάκης
· Κάτω από γέφυρες (Under the Bridge) by Giorgos Dalaras
· Της Άρτας το Γεφύρι (The bridge of Arta) by Socratis Malamas
Watch them all in You tube!!!
Other Uses
It seems that that the idea of a bridge is so fascinating that we come across it in many more areas like 
· religion: in Greek Orthodox psalms Virgin Mary is hailed as the bridge that will lead those who believe in her in immortal life.
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bank notes: all the euro bank notes feature a bridge on the back side.
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· Eurovision song contest 2015: music could be thought of as a bridge uniting people. This is a view that this year’s Eurovision organizers seem to share, hence the name of this year’s competition.

As an epilogue we cite a quotation that the students and teachers of Machrohori Highschool of the B.R.I.D.G.E. e-Twinning project believe in and try to implement:



By:
· Melina Zournatzi

· Ioanna Maniopoulou

· Kassiani Papakonstantinou

· Voula Halvatzi
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