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                                                                                           Introduction:  Project Description 
 
 

                                                                                                             The Erasmus+ ‘ECLIPSE’ (Enhancing Cultural Literacy through Innovative Practice and Skills in Europe) project focuses on improving our students’ literacy skills, enriching their learning experiences and exploring different cultures of Europe. The partnership includes schools from Turkey, Slovenia, Spain, England, Norway and Italy which embarked on a 2 year cultural enlightenment journey (2015-2017). 
This Project will provide a multitude of opportunities for students, teachers and communities to deal with controversial issues such freedom of expression, democracy and the right to fulfil their dreams regardless of their colour, ability or backgrounds. It encourages students’ active participation in democratic life through establishing a platform for dialogue, mobility workshops and collaborative work between teachers, schools and communities. 
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ECLIPSE Visit to Italy February-March 2016- Group photo
 


The project has its own website which can be accessed via this     Link:         http://www.os-breg.si/eclipse/

Please visit this website to find out more about the project’s updates and progress.

                                                          				
            								
Project Aims and Outcomes

											We have ignored cultural literacy in thinking about education; we ignore the air we breathe until it is thin or foul. Cultural literacy is the oxygen of social intercourse.
E. D. Hirsch, Jr.


The project will help participants to:
· Gain deeper understanding and knowledge of others in the EU.

· Enhance their independent learning skills, working in teams and taking on the roles of leadership.

·  Use their researches to embark on multi-national and creative activities, debating on art and historical figures, experiencing intercultural learning both in structured e-classroom activities and in ‘Erasmus Creativity Clubs’. 

· Have an international dialogue on different issues that affect their lives and influence their perception of the world. 

· Take part in a teacher’s ‘job shadowing’ scheme to exchange teaching methods and facilitate the project approaches.

· Finally, the partnership which is the outcome of collaborative work between EU countries will have a strong multiplier effect on partner schools’ attitudes towards bringing together a diversity of cultures through the medium of cultural exchanges. We feel that the bonds created will allow us to develop further challenging projects for our students.
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     E.C.L.I.P.S.E Project Meeting in Italy 29th February - 4th March 2016

Introduction and foreword

[image: C:\Users\HOME\Desktop\Articles for the school magazine\Erasmus project\Erasmus project- trip to Italy\IMG-20160302-WA0000.jpg] 																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																			[image: C:\Users\HOME\Desktop\Articles for the school magazine\Erasmus project\Erasmus project- trip to Italy\Students' articles\IMG_20160303_090659.jpg]																																																																																																																																							Over 25 students from partner schools  attended a ‘Knowing Yourself in Art and Painting’ event in Livorno near the town of Pisa in Italy between 29th  February - 4th   March 2016. This visit was part of the second transnational mobility programme of the ECLIPSE project. The aim of the visit was to give  students the opportunity to experience different cultures and work with their European counterparts on exploring different aspects of art. Students were hosted by Italian families who spared no effort to make them feel at home and immerse in the Italian way of life.   The programme had a good balance between in-school activities and visits to the nearby towns. Students spent time in the Italian school, attending painting classes where they used natural ingredients to mix their colours, sang in their choir and helped Italian students with their learning in English lessons.  In the following days, students visited various historical and cultural monuments in the town of Livorno, Pisa and Florence. The tour guide gave all students from Slovenia, Italy, Spain, Turkey, Norway ample explanations about the local historical buildings, sculptures and paintings which added value to all students’ and teachers’ understanding of the relationship between history and cultural identity. 
On the last day, students presented their preferred art icons. All teachers and parents present were impressed by the students’ passion for art and how they related their personal experiences to the emotions evoked by their artists’ paintings. It was an amazing performance from all students which did not come as a surprise. They have worked tirelessly on researching  their artists’ work, visiting art galleries and rehearsing their presentations with their teachers in the months leading up to the visit to Italy, during their Creative Minds Curriculum lessons and after school in the Erasmus Creativity Clubs.  				
The visit to Italy has been a huge success and allowed students to improve their communication skills, change their perceptions towards other cultures and enrich their views with a wealth of real art, music and historical knowledge which they lived and witnessed in a different setting. This confirms what David Hockey, a British artist,  believes in when he stated ‘I am constantly preoccupied with how to remove distance so that we can all come closer together, so that we can all begin to sense we are the same, we are one.’																				
We have asked participating students to write their impressions and stories about their visit and experiences in Italy.









My trip to Italy
When we arrived we met the families. They were very nice and tried to make me feel at home which they did; they felt like a second family. We had lunch and discussed what we were going to do for the rest of the day. We played on the console and later went to the aquarium. When we got home, I was EXHAUSTED so they gave me some space and let me sleep. 
The next day we went to the school and did a tour of the school and we were asked questions about our school and country. Then we went home and spent the rest of the day there. The next day we went to the centre of Livorno and got a tour we visited the theatre then we got some free time and looked at all the famous monuments. On the third day, we went to Pisa and looked at the leaning tower of Pisa and Cathedrals etc. On the fourth day, we went to Florence then looked at the square and many other famous places. On the last day of my trip, we went to the school and did PE and Art with an artist. 
I really enjoyed the trip. I met many people from different countries. I would love to go abroad again.
Sayeeda (England)				    


													


																												
  Students’ stories about the visit to  Italy
My Erasmus project experience 
Hi, I'm Giada and for the project Erasmus, I hosted a Spanish girl, Emilia. She arrived on Sunday 28th February at 4:30 p.m. The first day, I was really embarrassed and the English that I knew seemed to have disappeared from my head.
On Monday, we went to my school for the welcome ceremony for the partner students and each team presented their school and city. Afterwards, we went to visit the most important theatre of Livorno, ‘Teatro Goldoni’, it was really spectacular! Later on, we walked to the centre of the city where there are a lot of shops and we had lunch and at about 5 p.m. we went back home. On Tuesday, we went by train to Florence,  a city rich in historical monuments: we saw the Cathedral, ‘Signoria Square’ and ‘Academia Gallery’ where we saw the David Statue’, an important sculpture of Michelangelo Buonarroti. For lunch, we went to a pizzeria and we ate pizza; the Erasmus group loved it! After that,  we had free time and later on we returned to Livorno.
On Wednesday, we went to Pisa by train and we visited: Corso Italia, Piazza dei Miracoli , Lungarni and other points of attraction. We ate and after we had free time and we played a bit; later we went to the train station and we took the train back to Livorno.	
On Thursday we went to another school and we did a workshop with Massimiliano Luschi and we painted with natural colours made out with eggs, spinach and chalk... After we played in the park near the school and we returned to school to present the stories we wrote from paintings. In the end, on Friday the Italian students went to school for lessons and in the evening we brought ours Spanish friends to the airport.				      For me the Erasmus+ project has been a very beautiful experience. It has improved my English in only five days. An experience I would do another 1000 times!!!                                         		                                               
Giada (Italy)	
													


																												
UK Delegation- from left to right: Nabil, Shamun, 
Sayeeda and Ms Palo Kaur
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ECLIPSE project Logo
The ECLIPSE Project logo has been  designed by our partner school, ‘Istituto Secondario Di primo Grado Mazzini’ in Livorno in Italy. Prior to the final design, logo competitions have been organised in the Erasmus Creativity Clubs in all partner countries and the best logos were sent to Italy.  The logo will be used on all products creating a visual sense of cohesion between the partner schools. The innovation in this task is the involvement of several teams in partner schools to work collaboratively to promote the aims of the project and ensure that it impacts positively on students, teachers and community alike. 

       Erasmus+ Delegations- group photo in Florence
										








 


          ECLIPSE project Logo
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I have met such amazing and wonderful people in Livorno! In fact, my Italian family has been the best of this experience. Without them it wouldn’t have been the same. I’ve had the best time of my life surrounded by the best people I have ever imagined.  As you can see, I’ve loved the experience of participating in an Erasmus+ mobility. 
It has been a week full of great moments with such nice foreign friends and also a week full of emotions, because as you know, the most difficult words to say are “hello” and “good-bye”. I was so sorry to depart from my Italian home because they treated me like a sister and like a daughter.
I would repeat this experience a thousand times. I know I would enjoy it each time and I would learn a lot of things. I felt that this experience had opened my eyes to things whose importance I hadn’t realized before. I’ve become more interested in getting to know other cultures, and therefore, I have contacted an Erasmus group to join them in the summer.
I think this is a unique experience and we have to make the most of it and enjoy it. It’s an opportunity to become more fluent in another language and getting to know another country and its culture. Perhaps I would have learnt more English in another country because not many people speak English in Spain, but I’ve become much more fluent.
All in all, I believe it’s been a wonderful experience with my Italian family and I wish I always keep in touch with them and with the great friends I’ve made.		
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28/02/2016 - Today, our first day in Livorno. I met with my host family. I love them. My roommate is called Rebecca. Rebecca is 12 years old. She has green eyes and I love her eyes. I can get on well with Rebecca. She is friendly, beautiful and a funny girl. Her elder brother is Mattia. He is 14 years old. He has black curly hair and green eyes. I didn't talk with him a lot, but I think he is a funny boy. Her mother is called Lorena. She is very polite to me. I love her. She has blonde hair, brown eyes.  She is from Africa. Her father Massimo is very polite. He is a waiter. He is like my dad.
29/02/2016 - Sightseeing in Livorno; Today we met at school. Our teachers did their presentation. We have received our presents. Then we did sightseeing in Livorno. I love Livorno. Despite the occasional rain, the trip was very nice. We saw many different places in Livorno. I liked theatre more. It was very beautiful. I was so tired. But today was very nice...                                                          
01/03/2016 - Today, we met at the train station. We went to Florence and we saw many different places in Florence, like Signoria Square, Cathedral etc. In the afternoon, we ate pizza. I'm crazy about pizza. Then we had free times for an hour. Then we went back to the train station back to, Livorno and we met with our family. At home we played Wii. (Wii is a video game). I contacted with my family and my friends.
03/03/2016 Today, we went to third building belongs to school. We did painting with Massimiliano Luschi. Then we went for picnic in the park adjacent to the school. It was very nice. Then we went back to school. We did our presentation. I was very happy, because I was scared about the presentation yesterday, but today I understood all I need is to relax.
Today, I am leaving Italy.  I'm so sad, because I don't want to go back to Turkey. I love my host family, my group of friends. GOOD BYE ITALY… CIAO ITALY... CI VEDIAMO ITALY...I WILL MISS YOU...

																												
       Emi Becerra (15) with her Italian partner Giada (13)
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In February, I went to Italy with my school with my friends Teja, Leja and Maša. We were there for 5 days. Everyday we went somewhere  and every night I spent my time with my Italian host  family.
On the first day, we travelled  to Italy by minibus for 8 hours and we made a lot of stops. We arrived to Livorno at 4 pm and then we went to the hotel, where we met the families. When we came to the house where the family lived , they showed me my room and then I spent my time with Tomas, Alesandro, Klara and Nikolo. The next day, I woke up at 7 am.  Klara drove me and Alesandro to his school where I was with my  friends. There, we had a presentation about our school, city and country. After that we went for a walk in Livorno, we walked for 3 hours. When we finally came home we had lunch. The rest of the evening I spent playing with Tomaso and Alesandro. The third day we went to Florence by train. We visited the cathedrals and churches. That day, we went to the restaurant and we ate so called »Giro pizzas«. On Wednesday,  we went to Pisa where we saw the Leaning Tower. On Thursday, we had the final meeting at the main school and  we presented our famous painters and we painted with natural materials in workshops.. The next day, I was very sad, because we had to leave Italy.
I had a great time in Livorno, I met a lot of great people and a great family that accepted me and made me very happy. The project Erasmus was a great experience and I am not sorry that I decided to be an active participant.
Mišel Fridl  (Slovenia)					
                               The Slovenian Delegation
								

					








 

																									Erasmus+  ECLIPSE Project website
The ECLIPSE project website has now been created and includes a presentation of partner schools’ profiles with the links about architectural structure, photographs of culture, presentation of history icons with photo story album, students in art galleries, archaeology museums and hands on mathematics and science sections in the six partner schools. The website will also have questionnaires about the evaluation of the mobilities, a media gallery and a section for the project dissemination of activities. The Cultural Literacy survey will also be published in the project website.
www.os-breg.si/eclipse
Your views and contributions to this website will be most appreciated.
                          
   The Leaning Tower of Pisa                 Livorno – The Canals								
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The objectives of the job shadowing programme are to provide opportunities for all teachers in this European school partnership to enhance their own practice and to share ideas on teaching and learning methodology, assessment and students’ academic progress, different school issues such as Pastoral & Students’ Personal, Health, Social and Emotional development programmes and provision for special education needs. This scheme will open horizons for partner teachers to life and attitudes in Europe and will help change their perceptions towards stereotypical ideas and will definitely eradicate prejudice, spread tolerance and bridge the culture gap. The focus for this job-shadowing scheme is on the impact it could have on all levels of partner schools’ organisation and life. To this end a number of teacher visits have been carried out within the last 2 months.
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					Spanish Teacher visit to Small Heath School 26th -29th April 2016
Mr Miquel Ebri from the Spanish partner school, Instituto Secondaria  Vallbona D’anioa  near Barcelona, paid a short visit to our school with the aim to gain an insight into how to improve his classroom practice. He observed many lessons, engaged into meaningful discussions with teachers, pastoral leaders and Senior leaders. He stated that the visit impacted on his views on teaching and learning and will implement the ideas that he observed in Small Heath school  such as ‘encouraging a belief in learners that they can improve their performance through  pastoral  care support’.

Miquel in the Assembly Hall
(Small Heath School Victorian Building)
								

					








 
                          Miquel and Rebecca (2 music teachers)
								

					








 
                               Kjetil – Tony Wilson (Head Teacher) - Olav
								

					








 
Norwegian Delegation visit to Small Heath School Birmingham (England)     14th   - 16th   March 2016
As part of our Ersasmus+ ECLIPSE project, the Principal, Mr Kjetil Gjerdevik and his senior teacher Olav from the Norwegian partner school, Vikeså Skule, paid a visit to Small Heath school to complete a job-shadowing programme. Mr K. Gjerdivik was keen to find out about the school’s pastoral programmes, Behaviour For Learning policies and strategies, classroom management and how the new students who have recently settled in the UK are educated.
Small Heath School teacher visit to  Vikeså Skule in Norway 3rd -5th  April 2016
Imed Belhouche and Dan Marshall (Assistant Head) from Small Heath School went on an exchange visit to Vikeså Skule to explore ways in which Norwegian students learn and to find out about the organisation and management of the school. This has been an excellent experience which highlighted the importance of pastoral care in helping every child achieve the best they can be.
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Mrs Lara Orsini and Mrs Ilaria Tramonti from the Italian  partner school ‘Istituto Secondario Di primo Grado Mazzini’ in Livorno in Italy, spent 3 days in small Heath School to observe lessons and  focused on teaching and learning techniques and exam preparation using data. They have stated that they have learnt a great deal from small Health school teachers and praised the friendliness and family ethos in the school.

Erasmus+ ECLIPSE  Project Meeting in  Spain - 29th   May – 3rd   June 2016
As part of our Erasmus+ Project, delegations from all partner schools will attend an ‘Exhibition of Historical Icons’  in Vallbona D’anoia in Spain between 29th  May – 3rd  June 2016. This event is part of a European cultural exchange programme which the partner schools have embarked upon for the next 2 years.  Partner students will be hosted by Spanish families.  A programme of visits and on-site activities has been planned for the meeting. A photo Exhibition will be organised in the local town hall to showcase the life and philosophy of the partner schools’ chosen historical icons as well as displaying photos taken by students of abandoned spaces which were built in the days of the icons but are, unfortunately, forgotten now.  The visit will culminate in students’ presentations and performances of the life and achievements of their historical icons.
Till we meet again!


ECLIPSE Project forthcoming visit to    Spain  29th May – 3rd  June 2016
Year 9 students in Birmingham (England) writing letters to their counterparts in Italy 
								

					








 
Erasmus+  project  Pen-pals exchanges
A pen-pals’ scheme has been set up between students in the Erasmus+ partnership to encourage students to improve their interpersonal, linguistic as well as their social skills. Partner students in each country write letters to each other to discuss various subjects related to the Archaeological and historical features in their local areas. This is an important part of the project’s culture e-book and is used as a tool to facilitate communication between students in Europe and a way to bridge differences. Each partner school selects a class or a group of students in the Erasmus Creativity Club which has been set up in each partner school since November 2015, and corresponds with another partner school. This scheme has been popular with students who look forward to receiving replies from other students in Europe.
  ECLIPSE Project Pen-pals  Scheme
Dinner with Lara, Ilaria and Palo in a Lebanese Restaurant in Birmingham (England)
								

					








 
Ilaria and Lara posing for a photo in front of the Bull in   the Bullring Shopping Centre in Birmingham (England)
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