
A French 
overseas 

department 

845 000 
inhabitants 

2,512 km2 
 (three times 

more little than 
Corsica)  

Chief-town:  
Saint Denis 

Currency:  
the euro 

Official 
language:  
French 

Mother tongue: 
Creole 

Other 
languages 

spoken: Tamil, 
Chinese, 

Malagasy or 
the Comoros 

dialect 

Religion: 
catholics, 
muslims or 
hindus. A UNESCO 

World immaterial 
cultural heritage 
for its traditional 

music: maloya 

A UNESCO 
World heritage 
for its pitons, 
cirques and 
mountains 

Two volcanos: 
Piton de la 
Fournaise  

and  
Piton des neiges 


