FOHQ Tates

Some common characteristics of a Folk Tale are:

e They have no specific trme frame but are considered to have L\appeﬂecl n the
d7stant pasjf (Once upon a trme. Long. long ago. ete).

o Folk Tales have good and bad characters.

o The first characters are unsuccessful because they are foolish or unkind while the
Frnal character Ts smart or loving and %s successful.

o Everyday people and/or antmals are the characters mn Folk Tdles.

. I\/Ia% "nvolve magic of some Rind—wishes are granted magic objects are found. efe.
(Folktales with magic are called fatry tales)

o AnTmals p{aﬂjfs. and sometimes even machines have many human characteristics.

such as the aETh’th to think and talk

o Folktales offen feature a monster or an evil character that the heroles) must
oVercome.

o The gooJ characters tn Folk Tales have a proHem to solve. The characters oﬁeﬂ Use
JWT(J@@VU to A@feajf the monster or cOMp[eJ[e a qU\ele (task).

e Many JEM’HJ?S occur T threes (three matn charactersthree magic OET@CJCS, three tasks
0 complete. and so o).

o Phrases are V@peajteo\ ™ Folk Tales. For exaMp[e. - Mirvor. mirror. on the wall....

o The sforfes are short enough to be told aloud Tn one 5THTng. with the plojt moving
alowg at a {asjt pdce.

e One or more of the characters uguaug learns a lesson.

o Folk Tales have happy endings.



Foltales

AL cultures have stories that are shared. In many. cases a &Jcora. from one culture Wil be simifar to

the &torat of another culture. This is because people share a fot of the same experiences and move drom
Place to place. These stories are wnown as foletales which are circulated orally among a people.
Foletales are part of the Qargar categord, vnown as Folefore which incfudes the traditional art, {terature,
knowlledde, and proctices of a culture that are shared usually througn oral communication and example.

In foletales the characters are not well develfoped nor the focation charJZa, described. What is more
important to the stora, is that there is u&uaJUZd. conflict between good and evid with good u&anﬂaL being
rewarded and evil being purished. Often, the purpose of these stories is to teach a fesson or to descrioe
characteristics of one's culture. The stories are also cntcrtainin%.

These stories can have different forms which are sometimes simifar to one another. These can incfude:

o

Fairy Tales: These enter’cainincot stories, which reveal a fot about human nature, are about

characters that have magical adventures. Animals in the stories can speak- Trey aQwaaw«
end happiJZa, with the "underdog’ usuafl%t triumphing or good overcoming evil.  wishes come
true os a result of a test or struggle.

Ma.th& These are stories that contain action and suspense and seew to explain the origing of
{ife and elements of nature. They are usually about the gods and supernatural beings which
existed before or &hort%. after humans first appeared on the earth.

Legends/Epics: These u&uaﬂ% refer to individuals, heroes or ¥ings who fived in the period
bedore written records. while Jchcd, May be based in some Ways on foct, Jched, have been
embe{lished over time.

Tall Tafes: These exagderated cultural stories revolve around the pioneer spirit and a person
who performs superhuman deats. whife these can be based on real characters, Jchca, often
deal with invented or e_xa%aratcd incidents and traits.

Fables: These short, simple tales, which teach a fesson, have few characters (often animals).
There is a moral which can be pulled ffom the simple 8Jcord. to represent a Qargcr fesson in
Life.

Reﬂi%iou& Stories/Parables: These are rdli%iou& stories that communicate values.



Flements Of Folktales to congider while reading & writing...

Charscteristics

Folktales were the oral tradtion of adults. Stories about pecples Tives and imaginations and as they struggled with their fears and anseieties in
these tales around the campfive, they becarme better able to struggle with them in reality, While many of these tales weren' told specifically
for children it is almost ceptain that they too would listen and enjoy as well as develop respect for certain elements described in the stories.

Themes

Usually universal truths, lessons, and values related to peaple, their actions, and/or material goods that is valued by the group that crestes
the folktale. These tales tell what happens to those who do not obey the groups traditions

Reflect bagic values and concerns of different cultuves
Good and evil

Right andwrong

Agevs. youth

Justice and ijustice

Beauty vs. ugliness

Slinginess vs. generosily

Fairness vs. unfairness

Rich vs poor

Vise vs. foolish

1l Heppiness kinchess, friendship, loyally
2. Loveand loyalty can transform .

13, Discuss basic values of pecple

4. Problems of youg adults

18, Seeurily

6. Fear of leavinghome

7. Fear ofnot having childeen

13 Fear of not being loved or giving love

Ghapaetepization
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Characters are flat. Either very good o very bad with most characteristics exaggerated The hero andheroine are usually young, The
heroine s usually fair, kind charitable, and caring, The hero is usually honorable, courageous, unselfish, and earing Both usuallyhave
special povers.

Setting

Place is described easily and briefly (humble cottage, magic kin%dom) that fits the typical %eo%paphg of the culture or it is not mentioned but
assumed Time s in the past (usually Ion%-a%o) imbedded within the history of the culture. Time is fantasy time (Onee ypon & time sets the
gta%e and Theg Iwedhappﬂg ever affer closes the tale.) any time or any place, timeless or placeless, or Ion% Ion% a0,

Plot

Is ful of action and follows specific and sitple patterns. The plot starts right out with fast moving action that grabs the fisteners intevest
and keeps it. Conflicts are usually resolved with greal deeds or acls of human kindness related to good and bad/evil.



