
English German Greek Portuguese Romanian Spanish Definition

Alien  Ausländer ξένος estrangeiro Strain Extranjero a person who is a citizen of ano-
ther country, not the one s/he is 
living in

Amnesty Amnestie  αµνηστία amnistia Amnistie Amnistía  the granting of a pardon, or for-
giveness, with no penalty by a 
government to a large number 
of people

Assimilate Assimilieren αφοµοιώνω assimilar A asimila Asimilar to take something in and make it 
part of a group, country or 
community, rather than remai-
ning in a separate group 

Asylum Asyl  άσυλο asilo Azil Asilo a country that acts as a place of 
safety for a person who is being 
discriminated against in their 
homeland 

Asylum seeker Asylsuchender Αιτούντες Άσυλο  Pessoa que 
requere asilo

Persoana care 
cere azil

Solicitante de 
asilo

A person who seeks safety from 
persecution or serious harm in a 
country other than his or her 
own and awaits a decision on 
the application for refugee sta-
tus under relevant international 
and national instruments

Authorities Autoritäten αρχές autoridade Autoritati Autoridades  persons having powers of go-
vernment 

border security Grenzsicherung διασυνοριακός 
έλεγχος 

polícia de fron-
teira

Politia de fron-
tiera

seguridad fron-
teriza

defending the borders of a nati-
on through guard patrol and 
physical barriers

brain drain Abwanderung von 
Fachkräften

Η µετανάστευση 
εκπαιδευµένων ή 
ταλαντούχων 
ατόµων από τη 
χώρα 
προέλευσης σε 
µια άλλη χώρα.-

Fuga de cére-
bros

Exodul intelec-
tualilor

Fuga de cere-
bros

Emigration of trained and talen-
ted individuals from the country 
of origin to another country re-
sulting in a depletion of skills 
resources in the former.



brain gain Zuwanderung von 
Fachkräften

Η µετανάστευση 
εκπαιδευµένων ή 
ταλαντούχων 
ατόµων από µια 
χώρα σε µια 
χώρα υποδοχής.

Afluxo de cé-
rebros

Afluxul intelec-
tualilor

Adquisición de 
cerebros

Immigration of trained and talen-
ted individuals into the destina-
tion country. Also called “reverse 
brain drain”.

Deport Deportieren απελαύνω deportar Deportare Deportar to force a person who is not a 
citizen of a country to leave 

Detain jmd. in Abschiebe-
haft nehmen

κρατώ, 
καθυστερώ

deter A retine Detener to hold someone in a waiting 
situation as if in a prison 

Emigrant Emigrant απόδηµος emigrante Emigrant Emigrante a person who leaves a country 
or region to live elsewhere

Exclusion Ausschließen αποκλεισµός exclusão Excludere Exclusión to shut or keep out

Green card Green Card πράσινη κάρτα carta verde Cartea verde Carta verde a card that identifies the holder 
as a foreigner with permanent 
resident status in the U.S.  

holding centre/
reception centre

Aufnahmestelle κέντρα 
φιλοξενίας

Centro de 
acolhimento de 
refugiados

Centru de primi-
re

Centro de aco-
gida

A facility lodging asylum-see-
kers or migrants in an irregular 
situation on arrival in a receiving 
country, while their status is de-
termined;

Illegal Illegal παράνοµος ilegal Ilegal Ilegal without the permission of the 
law

Immigrant Immigrant µετανάστης imigrante Imigrant Inmigrante  a person who comes to a new 
country to live

Immigration Immigration µετανάστευση imigração Imigrare Inmigración the process of coming into a 
foreign country to live

Influx of Zustrom von εισροή του influxo Afluenta de Afluencia de large number -this is usually 
used in a negative sense mea-
ning that there are too many 

Integration Integration Ενσωµάτωση Integração Integrare Integración the process by which migrants 
become accepted into society, 
both as individuals and as 
groups



Migrant Migrant µετανάστης migrante Migrant Emigrante/ mi-
grante

a person who moves from one 
country, place or locality to ano-
ther

Nativism Nativismus εθνικισµός nativismo Nationalism Nativismo a policy of protecting the inte-
rests of native inhabitants 
against those of immigrants

Naturalization Einbürgerung Πολιτογράφηση Naturalização Naturalizare Naturalización Granting by a State of its natio-
nality to a non-national through 
a formal act on the application 
of the non-national

open door policy Politik der offenen 
Tür

πολιτική 
ανοικτών θυρών

política de “liv-
re circulação”

Politica portilor 
deschise

Política de pu-
ertas abiertas

the individual concerned. Inter-
national law does not provide 
detailed rules for naturalization, 
but it recognizes the compe-
tence of every State to naturali-
ze those who are not its natio-
nals and who apply to become 
its nationals.

Option Möglichkeit επιλογή opção Posibilitatea de 
a alege

Opción choice  

Permanent Permanent µόνιµος permanente Permanent Permanente lasting for a long period of time 

Persecution Verfolgung καταδίωξη perseguição Persecutie Persecución system of continued harmful or 
cruel treatment and discrimina-
tion of a group of people  

Poverty Armut φτώχεια pobreza Saracie Pobreza the state of being poor

Push and pull 
factors

Anziehende und 
abstoßende Fakto-
ren

παράγοντες 
ώθησης και έλξης

factores de 
atração e que 
levam à saída

Factori determi-
nanti in proce-
sul de emigrare, 
respectiv imi-
grare

Factores de ex-
pulsion - atrac-
ción

Economic, social and physical 
reasons why people migrate 
Push - those associated with the 
area of origin 
Pull - those associated with the 
area of destination

quota (usually in 
the U.S.A.)

Quote (normaler-
weise in den USA)

Ποσόστωση 
(συνήθως στις 
Η.Π.Α.)

quota Cota Cuota (nor-
malmente en 
EEUU)

 a number limit on how many 
people can come to a  country 

Refugee Flüchtling πρόσφυγας refugiado Refugiat Refugiado  a person who flees for safety 
especially to a foreign country



residence permit Aufenthaltsgeneh-
migung

Άδεια παραµονής Autorização de 
residência

Permis de rezi-
denta

Permiso de re-
sidencia

A document issued by the com-
petent authorities of 
a State to a non-national, con-
firming that he or she 
has the right to live in the State 
concerned during the period of 
validity of the permit

Reunification Wiedervereinigung επανένωση reunificação Reunificare Reunificación the bringing of people together 
after being separated for a long 
time 

Stereotype Stereotyp στερεότυπο estéreotipo Stereotip Estereotipo common beliefs about a group 
of people that are based on ge-
neralizations 

Tolerance Toleranz ανοχή tolerância Toleranta Tolerancia willingness to accept behavior 
and beliefs that are different 
from your own, although you 
might not agree with or approve 
of them

Temporary Temporär προσωρινός temporário Temporar Temporal lasting for a short period of time; 
not permanent 

Undocumented Ohne Dokumente χωρίς έγγραφα Sem documen-
tos

Fara documente Indocumentado without proof or support with 
legal documents 

Unemployment Arbeitslosigkeit ανεργία desemprego somaj desempleo the situation in which able-bodi-
ed people who are looking for a 
job cannot find one

Visa Visum βίζα visto de entra-
da

Viza Visa a mark on a passport that is a 
sign of approval and permission 
for a traveler to enter a country  

Wave Welle  κύµα onda Val Oleada  a very large number

Xenophobia Xenophobie Ξενοφοβία Xenofobia Xenofobie Xenofibia The fear or hatred of that which 
is perceived to be foreign or 
strange


