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Mayor Clir Ger Carthy pictured with a group during the Erasmus + programme in the Our Lady of Fatima School. Pic: lim Campbell

STUDENTS AND teachers
at Our Lady of Fatima
School in Wexford had their
welcoming banners out
recently as they played host
to staff and pupils from

schools in four countries
across Europe.

Visitors from France,
Germany, Italy and Turkey
took part in the Erasmus+
prograrmme which brought

them to the Wexford town
school for aweek of culture,
learning and fun.
Designed to develop
educational partnership
between schools interna-

tionally, the programme
focuses on theidea ofinclu-
sion of all students, particu-
larly those with disabilities.

Programme coordinator
Glenda McKeown

explained thatteachersand
four pupils from the school
will get the chance to travel
later in the year, to Italy in
March and to France in
May. She said that the week

odyssey for pupils

had beenverymuchacom-
munity event and local
businesses and amenities
were both supportive and
supported.

The visitors stayed at the
Talbot Hotel and got the
chance to partake in a vari-
ety of activities during the
week including trips to
Johnstown Castle, Kilca-
nnon Garden Centre, the
Railway Yard Gallops, and
much more.

The week opened with a
school assembly which was
addressed by the Mayor,
Cllx Ger Carthy and also by
the visitors themselves who
outlined their own teach-
ing methods and struc-
fures.

On Tuesday, the day was
spent on a shopping expe-
dition for the purpose of
creating traditional local
recipes for inclusion in a
visual cookbook which is
due to be launched in May.
The teachers subsequently
attended a meeting while
the pupils enjoyed a fun
afternoon at LeisureMax.

Wednesday took in more
of Wexford's tourist trail
with trips to Johnstown
Castle, horse riding in Dun-

cormick, and lunch in
Kehoe's Pub in Kilmore
where the group then spent
time exploring the pier and
surrounding area.

On Thursday, the group
visited the Delta Sensory
Gardens in Carlow, Kilca-
nnon Garden Centre and
went shopping in Ennis-
corthy town.

Finally, Friday saw the
group take part in five
workshops: in music, cook-
ing, sports, jewellery mak-
ing, and circus skills. That
night, all participants
attended a Culture Nightin
the school which gave peo-
ple to sample different
foods from all of the differ-
ent cultures. There was also
plenty of singing and danc-
ing and the winner of the
logo competition, a student
from Turkey, was
announced.

Ms. McKeown said: “The
group departed then on
Saturday and we are very
lonely without them. We
had over 42 people visiting
and we were so happy to
show them around our
beautiful county. We made
great friends and had a
lovely weelk”
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and adults alike enjoyed a medley
nusic, exotic foods and good conver-
e culture night in Our Lady of Fatima
ool.
ering marked the end of a busy week
ool and their European visitors. As
Erasmus+ programme, five schools
Turkey, Germany and France, sent
ives over to spend time with staff
ts in the Wexford school. The aim of
e, which is the new EU programme
on, training, youth and sport, is to
schools to develop partnerships be-
articipating organisations.
and Erasmus+ coordinator in Our
na Glenda McKeown explained what
heir involvement is.
objective is to develop an education-
hip between six schools and focus on
e are all learning from each other;
iere are so many different areas where
ill be relevant for these students such
ture schools and in the communi-
ject is inclusive in itself because it =
ildren with and without difficulties” Anthony and Sylvia Boyd
ford school have partnered with five
1s: College du Sacre Coeur in France, representatives from the Board of Management
T Schule in Germany, Istituto Com- and Parent’s Association.
Stella in Italy and Murat Secondary ‘We invited a lot of people from the commu-
FVK in Turkey. nity because we want to let people know what'’s
spending time with staff and stu- happening. We are involving as many people as
the five schools, Glenda said that possible, explained Glenda.
earned a lot about the way schools Following the conference, the guests were
where. shown around the community, visiting interest-
ays good to learn more for the good ing sites such as Johnstown Castle and a local
ents and for the good of ourselves, sensory garden. Other activities included shop-
pine in Enniscorthy. horse riding in Duncormick




