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● ORIENTATION

We are going to measure the speed of the bicycle wheel. Therefore we will change the
gears. We will also calculate the angular velocity and track speed change of the bicycle
wheel. We will do this experiment by attaching a smartphone to a bicycle wheel. With
the app we will measure the angular velocity and the acceleration. We will calculate the
track speed.

research question: When you change the gears of the bike, how does it affect the
speed of the wheel?

sub - questions: What happens with the angular velocity and track speed, when you

change the gears of the bike?

● HYPOTHESIS

The angular velocity will be smaller when you turn the gear up (so when the chain is

on a bigger sprocket). The track speed will also be smaller when you turn the gear up,

because the speed will reduce. This is because your rear wheel then does less revs

each time you pedal on the bike.

The angular velocity will be bigger when you turn the gear down (when the chain is on

a smaller sprocket). The track speed will also be bigger when you turn the gear up

because the speed will increase. That's because your rear wheel revs more each time

you pedal on the bike's pedals.



PREPARATION

material:

- bicycle with gears

- phyphox app

- smartphone

- tape

- ruler (to measure the radius of the wheel)

method:

- turn the bike upside down (don’t actually ride the bike, but just turn the pedals.

this is much safer for your phone);

- measure the radius of the wheel;

- attach the smartphone to the back wheel with tape;

- turn on the app phyphox (the experiment on the app that we will use is

centrifugal acceleration > mechanics);

- make the wheel spin by pushing the pedals;

using phyphox:

- press on the three points in the right upper corner and press on timed

measurement;

- delayed start 5s and duration experiment 10s;

- press on the start button and start spinning around in circles for 15s;

- watch the results of this experiment on the phyphox app and export the data;

- repeat the experiment 3 times;



2nd part of the experiment:

- change the gears;

- repeat the previous steps (also do this experiment 3 times);

- change the gears one last time (so you have 3 different gear settings in total);

- repeat the previous steps (also do this experiment 3 times);

● DATA ANALYSIS and DISCUSSION

observations and measurements:

- measurements of the first part of the experiment;

(measurement 1)                                                         (measurement 2)



(measurement 3)

- measurements of the second part of the experiment;

(measurement 1)                                           (measurement 2)



(measurement 3)

- measurement taken after changing the gears the second time;

(measurement 1) (measurement 2)



(measurement 3)

● DISCUSSION

During the experiment we could see how, changing the gears of the bicycle, in all the

measurements, the speed continued to increase.

Another thing that we noticed in doing the experiment is that, when we change the

gears of the bicycle, in addition to increasing the speed also the angular velocity

increases.

first part of the
experiment

measurement 1

measurement 2

measurement 3

average: 0.06

average: 2.56

average: 3.88

average: 2.16

second part of the
experiment

measurement 1

measurement 2

average: 3.66

average: 3.87 average: 3.91



measurement 3 average: 4.22

last part (when we
last changed the
gears)

measurement 1

measurement 2

measurement 3

average: 4.11

average: 5.47

average: 4.22

average: 4.6

● REFLECTION

Conclusion: By doing the experiment we understood that by changing the gears of the

bicycle (from the lightest to the toughest) the speed of the means of transport increases

and, with it, also the angular speed.

Comparison of the results of the different countries


