ETWINNING PROJECT : TAKE ACTION for your
ENVIRONMENT

Water — the most precious resource

WRITING SKILLS IN FOCUS (W1 AND W3)

In this section you will learn to:

v use details to develop ideas when writing descriptions

v make descriptive writing convincing using the five senses.

GETTING STARTED

Fresh water is liquid silver,
More precious than a king’s palaces,
More dazzling than a sultan’s jewels.
Thousands tread dust for days to seek it,
Yet others waste and lose it.
‘Our planet’s full of water!” they say.
I say, ‘Try to drink it then.’

Mike Gould

Read this short poem on your own. -
When you describe a e

personal experience,
use the five senses of
sight, touch, sound,
smell and taste to
help the reader

3 enter your world.

@ Think about these questions. Make notes
and then share your ideas with a partner.

a) Are there any words or phrases you don’t
understand? Have a guess at their
meaning. If your partner does not know
either, use a dictionary to help.

_/

b) What do you think the message or the point of the poem is?

©) In the first line, what is water compared to? Why do you think the poet
chose this comparison? This kind of ‘picture in words’ is called an image.

d) Find two more examples of where the writer creates vivid pictures to make
his point. Explain why he makes these comparisons.

e) Be really honest and describe your own attitude to water and how much
you use/waste?

f) With a partner, discuss which of the five senses the poet uses in his poem.

EXPLORING THE SKILLS

To describe experiences or issues well, you need to use details to develop your
descriptions. Adding examples, facts and images can really make your writing
come to life and engage the reader. For example:
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We have a problem with water. We have plenty develops and builds on
of it, but it's the wrong sort. opening sentence
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Did you know that about 70% of our planet facts add detail and make

is covered in water, but only about 3% is comparisons

fresh water? Just consider that as you let well-chosen verb makes us
sparkling, clear water escape from your sound careless

tap as you clean your teeth.— vivid picture in words (an

‘image’) that brings facts to life
@ Now look at this sentence about water usage.

We need huge amounts of water for all our everyday needs.

You are going to take this topic sentence and develop it into a full
paragraph.

a) First, add an example or explanation that develops what is said here. It
could be about what our everyday needs are.
We need huge amounts of water for all our everyday needs. Just think
about...

b) Now build the paragraph by adding new sentences, using the facts below.
You may need to use connectives (and’, ‘or’, ‘but’, ‘in additiorn’, ‘because’)
to turn these facts into sentences and join ideas together.

e Recommended daily requirement for sanitation, bathing, cooking,
consumption = approx. 50 litres per person.
e | billion+ people have to use less than 6 litres per day.

¢) Finally, make your writing come to life. For example, add a vivid image (a
‘picture in words’) which gives an idea of what it is like searching for water
each day. You could start:

For many, the best sight in the world is...

DEVELOPING THE SKILLS
Adding more detail also means thinking how you can add content or ideas.

A student is writing an article about his childhood memories. He is describing his
first swimming lesson.

| remember going to the pool. | stood by it with all the other kids until the
teacher told us to go in. | sat down on the edge. Suddenly, someone
splashed me. It was horrible.

There is much more information the student could have added here. For example:

» more detail on how he behaved (did he sit down ‘quickly’, "happily’?) and
what he did

» what the pool was like (indoor, outdoor, modern, old)

» descriptions of the other students/teacher.

:@ With a partner, think about the five senses. Write down what you think the
child above could see, touch, smell, hear and even taste.
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@ Now rewrite the text, adding further detail.

@ You can change or alter the text but it must still be about a
boy’s first swim.

© Write a minimum of 75 words.

@ A student was given a task in which she had to imagine life in r
the future in a world which is short of water. Beforehand, she .3
was given some basic information on:

e the effects of lack of fresh water on health
@ our overuse and waste of water

e the contamination of fresh water supplies, such as industrial
waste in rivers.

As you read, identify where in the text she has used:

e facts and examples but also added her o
or extra content

® vivid imagery or
views about t

verb suggests strong
guestioning

actual info backs up
statement about
companies
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