
 

Coronavirus is causing concern across the world with countries 

restricting travel to China and the World Health Organization (WHO) warning 

“the whole world needs to be on alert”. Now WHO has declared a global health 

emergency, as more than 1669 people have died, and there are around 51 857 

cases of coronavirus worldwide (as of Sunday, February 16, 2020). Since the 

virus was first detected in the Chinese city of Wuhan in December, outbreaks 

have been confirmed in more than 25 countries (including USA, Japan, 

Germany, UAE…etc.)  

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases 

such as MERS and SARS. Coronavirus gets its name from the word ‘corona’ which means crown in Latin. Coronaviruses 

are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted between animals and people. Detailed investigations found that SARS was 

transmitted from civet cats to humans and MERS from dromedary camels to humans. Unfortunately, the symptoms of 

COVID- 19 are similar to normal flu symptoms – including fever, a cough and shortness of breath – making them difficult 

to spot. In more severe cases, infection can cause severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death. 

Currently, there is a focus on prevention and controlling the spread of this novel coronavirus, as there are no specific 

treatment options available for this particular strain of the virus. However, various researchers and companies are using the 

genetic code of virus to support the development of vaccines. Standard recommendations to prevent infection spread include 

regular hand washing, covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing, thoroughly cooking meat and eggs. Avoid 

close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such as coughing and sneezing. 

Adapted from: www.who.int 

 

Questions : 10 points 

1. Suggest a title to the text 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. Are these statements true or false?  

a. Only china is affected by coronavirus. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b. The symptoms of corona virus and normal flu cold are the same. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c. Currently, there’s no vaccine for coronavirus. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Answer these questions 

a. What does the word “corona” mean? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b. What are the symptoms of coronavirus? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c. How can people protect themselves from coronavirus? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Complete the following statement 

Coronavirus has killed ………………………….……………………………………………………………… 

5. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as (1pt)  

1. Passed away (paragraph.1): ………………………….        sickness (paragraph.2): ………………......... 
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Coronavirus is causing concern across the world with countries restricting travel to China and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) warning “the whole world needs to be on alert”. Now WHO has declared a global health emergency, 

as more than 1669 people have died, and there are around 51 857 cases 

of coronavirus worldwide (as of Sunday, February 16, 2020). Since the 

virus was first detected in the Chinese city of Wuhan in December, 

outbreaks have been confirmed in more than 25 countries (including 

USA, Japan, Germany, UAE…etc.)  

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause illness 

ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases such as MERS 

and SARS. Coronavirus gets its name from the word ‘corona’ which 

means crown in Latin. Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning they are transmitted between animals and people. Detailed 

investigations found that SARS was transmitted from civet cats to humans and MERS from dromedary camels to humans. 

Unfortunately, the symptoms of COVID- 19 are similar to normal flu symptoms – including fever, a cough and shortness 

of breath – making them difficult to spot. In more severe cases, infection can cause severe acute respiratory syndrome, 

kidney failure and even death. 

Currently, there is a focus on prevention and controlling the spread of this novel coronavirus, as there are no specific 

treatment options available for this particular strain of the virus. However, various researchers and companies are using the 

genetic code of virus to support the development of vaccines. Standard recommendations to prevent infection spread include 

regular hand washing, covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing, thoroughly cooking meat and eggs. Avoid 

close contact with anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such as coughing and sneezing. 

Adapted from: www.who.int 

Questions : 10 points 

1. Suggest a title to the text 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

2. Are these statements true or false?  

a. China and many other countries are affected by the virus. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b. There is no difference between the symptoms of coronavirus and normal flu. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c. Currently, there’s a vaccine for coronavirus. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

3. Answer these questions 

d. What is the meaning of the word ‘corona’? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e. What are the symptoms of coronavirus? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

f. How can people protect themselves from coronavirus? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Complete the following statement 

The coronavirus started in ………………………………………………………… 

5. Find in the text words that mean almost the same as (1pt)  

6. Huge (paragraph.2): ………………………….        specific (paragraph.3): ………………......... 
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