Guided tour
Welcome to our guided tour around our grammar school!

We are here at the Albert-Schweitzer / Geschwister-Scholl Gymnasium. 

Why does our school have such a long name? 

Because 5 years ago two independent schools were united to become one. The schools were founded in the 1960s. The Geschwister-Scholl Gymnasium was for girls only, the Albert-Schweitzer Gymnasium was only for boys. 

Why had the schools chosen these patrons?

Who was Albert Schweitzer?

Albert Schweitzer (January 14, 1875 – September 4, 1965) was a German- and later French- theologian, organist, philosopher, physician and medical missionary in Africa, also known for his historical work on Jesus.

In 1905 he decided to study medicine at the age of 30 years; he wanted to become a mission doctor. He completed successfully his studies in November 1911 and he married Helene Breslau in June 1912. He went with his wife to Africa to the little jungle place Lambaréné. There he founded and sustained a tropical hospital with a leprosy station. His aim was showing the need and illness of the people living there. The hospital was financed by donations as well as Schweitzer’s publications, lectures and organ recitals in Europe. He was interned by the Frenchmen at one of his journeys because of the first world war in 1917. Only in 1924 he could return to Lambaréné. For reasons of space Schweitzer decided to build a new, bigger hospital. This was built in January 1927 not far from the old hospital. Today, still, it is there. Schweitzer worked in the hospital except for some interruptions, until his death. He received the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize for his philosophy of “Reverence for Life”.
Quotation: “Ich bin Leben, das leben will, inmitten von Leben, das leben will.”
I am life that wants to live in the midst of life that wants to live.

Who are the Geschwister Scholl?
Hans (1918–1943) and Sophie (1921–1943) Scholl, often referred to in German as die Geschwister Scholl (literally: the Scholl siblings), were a brother and sister who were members of the White Rose, a student group in Munich that was active in the non-violent resistance movement in Nazi Germany. They fought against Nazi Germany by distributing flyers against the war and the dictatorship of Adolf Hitler. In post-war Germany, Hans and Sophie Scholl are recognized as symbols of the humanist German resistance movement against the totalitarian Nazi regime.
Edda Sommer
Building E: Music
This building is named after a German film director and film producer: Sönke Wortmann


Sönke Wortmann was born on August 25th, 1959 in Marl. He is a former pupil of our school.

This building is reserved for lessons in music.

There are also offered extra-curricular activities after school, the so-called workshops: 
Musical workshop: 

Last year they performed the Musical ‘Momo’. This year they showed ‘The Little Vampier’. Usually the workshop is held after school lessons and teachers help and organize the rehearsals.

We also have got a school choir.

It accompanies the musical performance with its wonderful singing. They also have an own performance. Sometimes they sing in the ceremony when pupils have passed their final exam.

Building C
This is our natural sciences department. Downstairs there are rooms for physics lessons, on the first floor there are rooms for computer science, on the second floor there are laboratories for biologiy and on the third floor is the chemistry department.

We also have got a self-learning centre in the hall – it looks like an aquarium.

The library and the cafeteria are in this building, too. Students ' parents work there. They don't get money. It is honorary. We can buy tasty rolls, sweet things like pastries, but also healthy vegetables like carrots and apples and drinks. It is important to have a cafeteria, because many students buy their food there.

ACTIVITY: Ask a mother about her work: Why does she do it? What does she like about her voluntary work? What is the most popular food?

Ask a pupil in the cafeteria: Why does he go to the cafeteria? What does he do there? What does he like best?

Library
In the year 1990 a teacher named Josef Kottenbrock founded a little library in an adjoining room.

In the course of time he increased the inventory (Bestand) of the library, today there are 10.000 of every kind of media.

The library offers many different books, for example for class tests or for your free time, you can borrow books for 1 month;  daily newspapers and  magazines you can borrow for 1 day and 1 week.

You can borrow games, documentations and DVDs (7 days cost 0, 50€), too.

Computers are there to surf in the internet, but only for school things.

The library opens every day (daily) from 9:00am – 14:00 am.

Who works for the library?

Parents of pupils who go to school work for the library on a voluntary basis (freiwillig) and some teachers, too.

The pupils can go to the library in their breaks, free periods (frei Stunde) or after school. Then they can do their homework, play games or read in a corner. 

Some teachers make the lessons in the library.

MINT
Let me introduce you to the subject MINT.

What is MINT?

MINT as an additional learning offer at our school in the departments of Mathematics, information science, natural sciences and technology. This subject is designed for interested school girls and school boys who show great interest in scientific and technical questions and who like to do experiments and some scientific research.

We have a special MINT class at school.

What is the difference between the MINT and normal classes?

· two extra lessons per week in the years from 5 to 7

· obligatory study group for the whole period

· assessment on the report

· certificate at the end of year 7

Is everyone allowed to go to the MINT-class?

· decision for the MINT branch is made with the registration

· the school recommendation for “grammar school” is necessary

· special interest in mathematics and natural science is needed

· good or very good marks in mathematics and natural science

· 50 per cent attendance of girls 
The Individual full day
What does it mean?
The individual full day means that pupils have the possibility to stay longer at school, if for example their parents are still working or if they have afternoon lessons later. Often there are meetings at other times (for example an overnight stay or other special things), because normally the full day ends at 3:45 pm.
What does this programme offer?
At our school there are four full day rooms, where you can relax, do your homework, listen to music, play games or do other cool things. 
Who supervises it?
There are many supervisors, who care for the pupils from Monday to Friday. The supervisors are parents who have the time to care for the pupils.
Who finances the full day?
Many parents of pupils developed the idea of the full day. They spent a lot of money on the programme, about 28.000 euros. The parents furnished the four rooms in beautiful colors.
Funding club (Förderverein):
Sponsors support the school with money, that they can buy cool new things for the school or the full day rooms. 
Projects- or study groups:
In the free time after school until 3:45 pm the pupils have the possibility to try out workshops with different themes like sport, music or languages. So everyone can try out what he likes. The workshops are run by teachers.

ACTIVITY: Ask pupils if they have tried out the full day programme? What do they like about it? Who can go there? Why do parents like to be there to supervise the kids?

The sports halls
We have got two sports halls, the Gertrud Schäfer Hall (GSH) and the ADS hall. In both halls there are two sport rooms. The rooms are big. In the GSH there is a small climbing wall but it isn’t used often. There is also a lot of sport equipment in both halls, for example things for gymnastics. There are many sport clubs which train here and which also enter contests, not only from the ASGSG. You can do athletics, swimming, basketball and volleyball at our school. Many clubs have already won a contest. The ASGSG also has got a sports field where you can go in your sport lessons in the summer but sports clubs can train there in the afternoon or evening, too.
Xtra Sport – a new programme designed for sporty pupils – to promote their talents 
Pupils who are talented in sports can be specially promoted at the ASGSG. Selected sporty pupils from year 5 get two extra sports lessons per week. The lessons begin at 3 o’clock and end at half past four. The pupils also get their lunch in the canteen and can do their homework under supervision. You can do three types of sports : basketball, volleyball and athletics. 

On May 6th, 2015 our school joined in the start of the “Ruhrgames“. The Ruhrgames are a new sports contest of our Ruhr region. Ruhr is the name of a river running through this region. For the start of the Ruhrgames the pupils from year 5 - 7 could show their skills by playing volleyball, basketball and by doing athletics at 25 different stations. Even famous sports athletes came along for talent spotting.

Canteen
Every day pupils from years 5 - 9 can eat here. Older pupils usually do not have a lunch break for their meal. They eat a sandwich only.

When you would like to eat here, you need a ticket which you can get in an office.

You can choose between two types of meals. One meal is for vegetarians and one is for meat eaters.

With every meal you get salad and drinks.

The canteen is open from Monday to Thursday from 13:15 to 14:15.

Most pupils come after the sixth lesson. You must give your ticket to the woman who gives you your food.

All women who work here are volunteers. They just like working here and are not paid for their work. 

Every day 30 to 35 pupil eat here. 

The meals are very tasty and sometimes you can get some special things such as hamburgers or hot dogs.

Every week you can get different meals. 

Today we will all have lunch here after this guided tour.
Our school garden

Our school garden is a place where pupils sometimes go with their biology teacher.

We also do an environmental project every year and then pupils work together. Often pupils build something for the garden or its decoration, like the mosaics.

There is also an extra-curricular activity after school when pupils can work in the garden and learn more about the flowers. The also have created a spiral where herbs can grow.

Here we have also placed our flower clock. It is located in the sunniest place of the whole garden. It used to be a vegetable field before and we took out many potatoes before sewing the seeds for plants.

In the garden are also squirrels and sometimes ducks. They like the pond.

Every year in the autumn there is one Saturday morning when parents come and help in the garden.

