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Let's meet the
European Union!

The European
Union currently
counts 27 EU
countries.
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The European flag
symbolises both the
European Union and,

more broadly, the
identity and unity of

Europe.

It features a circle of
12 gold stars on a blue
background. They
stand for the ideals of
unity, solidarity and
harmony among the
peoples of Europe.

The European anthem

The melody used to
symbolize the EU co-
mes from the Ninth
Symphony composed in
1823 by Ludwig Van Be-
ethoven, when he set
music to the "Ode to
Joy", Friedrich von Sc-
hiller's lyrical verse
from 1785.

The poem "Ode to Joy" expre-
sses Schiller's idealistic vision
of the human race becoming
brothers - a vision Beethoven
shared.
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"United in diver-
sity", the motto of
the European Uni-
on, first came into

use in 2000.



Europe Day held

on 9 May every

~year celebrates

peace and unity
in Europe.

The EU works to preserve Europe's
shared cultural heritage and to sup-
port and promote the arts and creati-
ve industries in Europe.

The date marks the anniver-
sary of the historic 'Schuman
declaration' At a speech in Pa-
ris in 1950, Robert Schuman,
the then French foreign mi-
nister, set out his idea for a
new form of political coopera-
tion in Europe.

Specific initiatives, lke the European
ear of Cultural Heritagc, are dedicated
to make this Vibrant and diverse culture
accessible to everyore.

To celebrate Europe Day,

the EU institutions open

their doors to the public
in early May

Every year, 2 Eu-
ropean cities are
chosen as Europe's
cultural copitals.




The EU supports Member States
in their cBr)\j rts to rov&e the
best education and tralmng for

their citizens.

Erasmus+
programme
provides opportuni-
ties abroad for
young people,

It also promotes multilingualism in
Europe,

helping with the teaching and lear-

ning of languages,
encouraging mobility of students,
trainees, teachers and young

people,

and facilitating exchanges of infor-

mation and experience.

opportunities for schools
to develop partnerships

Through the Erasmus+
programme, the EU
also provides funding,
tools and resources for
individuals and organi-
sations.

study,
travel,
make friendships
abroad :-)




Erasmus + took me to

cold Estonia to meet and

have fun with Kadi and
Katriin,

to eat delicious
paella with Pablo and
Miguel from Spain,

to meet Krystof
and Daniela in
Prague and
make glass
objects,

to learn about geograp-
hical discoveries with
Joao and Anabella from
Portugal!

to play football with Vito
and Luka in Croatia,

The European Union
is the best place to
live, learn, and make
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