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The angel is on the stage, talking and reading newspapers.

The angel: What a world!?  Just look at what people are doing. 

 “A man beat his wife and child,”;

 “A drunk driver hit a little kid on the street and then crashed into a house nearby, smashing into two old ladies”; 
“Confessions of a woman who has suffered a lot – Every single day my husband  beats me for no reason! I can’t bear it anymore! ” 
What are men doing ?! They are beating, drinking and bullying everyone! They make fools of themselves and stain their dignity. It can’t go on this way. God, let’s stop men’s violence! Please, make men realize what they are doing to women. Let a miracle happen tonight, and in the morning, let men do women’s work and let  women rule the world.

(A thunder is heard and the angel goes out)

(Bozhil gets in with a basin full of clothes)

Bozhil: Oh, I hate laundry so much! It is so tedious. It is not only washing, you have to hang up the clothes after that.  I never hang out them the way my wife wants  and then she beats me!! Where did I have to put these pants?? 

(Ivan gets in with a baby in hands)

Ivan: This kid is horrible! He cries all day and night! I can’t understand what  he wants? What do you want?

(The baby’s crying is heard) Did you understand anything  from this, Bozhil?

Bozhil: Why don’t you give him some sop and wine so he can sleep tight and be quiet?

Ivan: Wine? Where can I find wine? My wife drank it all!!

Bozhl:  My wife also tried to drink the wine at home but I’ve got a small bottle for bad days like these.. I hide it here so that my wife can’t find it, because she’d not only drink it but she’d also beat me afterwards.

(Stoyancho gets in sweeping)

Stoyancho: Ouch! No matter how hard I try to sweep when mum comes back from work she says  - “You haven’t done anything today!! Why do I even feed you?? You can not even sweep.” And she beats me cruelly with the broom…

Enyo comes in:

Hello kind people. You have no problems, as I can see. Since my wife became a mayoress she’s  decided that she doesn’t want me any more and that I should go to the monastery, but I will not go there. Oh, my God, why are women doing so – when we are not needed we are kicked aside.

(Ivan and Bozhil give wine to the baby)
Bozhil: You are right about that. My wife also bullies me. She beats me every day. She beats me when I get up in the morning, when it snows outside, when the hens don’t lay eggs – all these are my faults. She will always find a reason to beat me. 

Ivan: My fate is the same, my brothers…

 Look! He stopped crying.

Bozhil: Let’s sit here and have  a break for a while. Let’s drink from my hidden wine. Enio, sit down, drink with us…

Ivan: Let’s have a drink before the women get back. Today they are at a meeting because they rule the world.
Stoyancho: Can I also sit and have a drink with you?

Bozhil: You shouldn’t drink because you are too young for that. My wife will beat me twice if I drink and give wine to you…

Ivan: My friends, I can not understand how women wear skirts. I constantly feel the wind underneath. I’m always cold. I will fall ill…

Bozhil: For me, it’s hard to put on my tights. When I take off the tights half of my hairs get stuck in them…

Enyo: For me, the most awful thing is the bra. I’m spinning like a top until I manage to button it. And it’s so tight that can’t even breathe…

(They sit down and get ready to drink from the small bottle of wine).

(Zlata, Maria and Rayna get in. They see the men sitting so they shout.)

What are you doing here??  Look at them!  They are sitting!
Maria: Who told you that you are allowed to sit?

Rayna: They have forgotten who is ruling here…

Zlata: What did I tell you  to do today?  You should have finished with the laundry! It is still in the basin…(She chases him around the stage)

Maria: What have you done with the kid? You have tortured him…(she chases him to beat him)

Rayna goes to Stoyancho and stands next to him, Stoyancho tries to run away.

Maria and Zlata kick their men away. Stoyancho and Rayna remain on the stage.

Rayna: Stoyan, don’t you know how much I like you?

Stoyan: I can’t even ask myself questions like that.

Rayna:  When I look at you, oh, how handsome you are, and those strong hands, and I… I just can’t … I want you!

Stoyan: I dare say...

Rayna: Say, say!

Stoyan: … that you are beautiful and I like you.

Rayna: How much I wanted to hear this. Let’s run away together tonight! I will come to take you away at midnight. I’ll gather the gang and take you away at 12!

Stoyan: But.. but will there be any shotguns?

Rayna: Yes!

Stoyan: Oh, I’m afraid when guns fire! And mum? What if she finds out that you are taking me away? I can’t even think of what would happen then..

Rayna: Don’t you worry! Just leave it all to me! See you at midnight!

Stoyancho: Oh, God! What would happen now?! I will run away with Rayna. If my mum finds out I don’t want to think what will happen then …

The mayoress, Zlata and Maria get in.

The mayoress: I don’t know how you cope with your men. I sent my husband Enyo to the  monastery. There’s nothing he can do. He is so old that he can’t do the washing, he can’t cook .. . or whatever it is. I don’t need him anymore.. I need a man, young and . . . fresh!

Maria: Well, mayoress, you are the most important woman in the village and you deserve the best.

Zlata: Yeah, yeah you deserve the best, mayoress!

The mayoress:  I’ve already decided - your Stoyancho. He caught my eye a long time ago. I want him.

Zlata: Oh, my Stoyancho! What an honor! Of course, I’ll give him to you!

The mayoress: Great! Wait for us at midnight. We’ll come with matchmakers.

They go out.

Ivan and Bozhil get in worried…

Ivan: Bozhil, Bozhil, have you heard what’s going on? 

Bozhil: What? What? 
Ivan: Today, the mayoress will marry your son Stoyancho.
Bozhil drops the basin. 

Bozhil: Shut up! He will get married to that old woman!? Impossible!

Ivan: No! No! No!  It’s true! Zlata promised her. I heard it…

Bozhil:  How terrible!And Stoyancho? Does he know?My poor son… Ah, here he comes… Stoyancho, tonight you’ll get married. 

Stoyan: I know, I know. (smiling)

Bozhil: Look at him! He’s smiling. He doesn’t know what there is ahead of him…

Ivan: Seriously? Are you happy because of your wedding?

Stoyan: Yes! I’ve been dreaming of it for so long… 

Bozhil: To whom? To this old woman? 

Stoyan: She’s not old. She is quite beautiful.

Ivan and Bozhil get nervous.

Ivan: What’s happening with you, Stoyancho? Don’t you see that she is an old bag? Somebody has taken his mind away..

Bozhil: (crying) They’ve taken my son’s mind! These women have taken his mind!

Stoyan: But, dad, why are you so worried. Rayna is the most beautiful young woman in the village..?!?

Bozhil: Rayna? What does she have to do with this? You’re marrying the mayoress tonight. Your mother has promised her and at midnight she and the matchmakers will arrive.

Stoyancho: It’s not possible. ..They’ll come but I won’t be here. I’ll run away with Rayna. I won’t wait for midnight to come. I’m going to see her right now.

Stoyancho gets out.

Bozhil: When Zlata and the mayoress find out that he’s gone, what shall I do? Where will I hide from them?

The mayoress, Zlata and Maria get in.

Zlata: Bozhil, Bozhil, set the table and don’t waste time.  We will have important guests tonight. There will be a wedding. The mayoress has come to marry my son Stoyancho. Why are you gaping like that, set the table quickly. Bring me the best wine we have and some appetizers for the special guest. And don’t be late.

Maria: Ivan, what are you waiting for? Go there to help…

Ivan and Bozhil bring a table and chairs. They put glasses, a bottle of wine and a wedding cake. Enyo helps them. 

The mayoress and the others sit at the table.

Zlata: Welcome, dear guests, sit down please…

The mayoress:  And where is Stoyancho?

Zlata: Bozhil, bring Stoyancho here.

Bozhil and Ivan: He’s gone, He’s gone.

Zlata: What do you mean by, “He’s gone?” Find him! Quickly!

Bozhil and Ivan get out and return after a while.

Zlata: Where’s Stoyancho?

The first matchmaker: It smells like a conspiracy here! 
The second matchmaker: I also feel that.

The first matchmaker : You have hidden him, you damned men…

Bozhil trembles, Ivan Faints.

Zlata: Conspiracy? Behind my back? Against the mayoress and me?

The mayoress: Is that so? You’ll oppose my desires and me? You’ll pay for that! You’ll be hanged because of your actions! Catch them and hang them! 
The matchmakers, Zlata and Maria chase Ivan and Bozhil .

Enyo enters.

The mayoress- Catch him. Hang him. 

The angel gets in.

The angel: Freeze!

Everyone freezes.

The angel : It became even worst. Men’s Kingdom was bad, but Women’s one is a terror. What a bad mistake I made. God, forgive me, please, I’ve been wrong in asking to let women rule the world. Let everything be the way it was. 
A thunder is heard.

All of them look at each other amazed.

Bozhil: Why am I wearing this dress? Zlata, why are you wearing my pants? Come on, give them to me.

Enyo tells his wife: Тake off this cap, you don’t think it’s a crown, do you?

Bozhil: Ivan, what an awful nightmare I had. God Forbid!

Ivan:  Me too. I also had a nightmare. Women ruled the world and men did women’s work.

Enyo: How terrible…? I also was in this nightmare…

Ivan: The table is set for wedding? There must be someone getting married. Someone, but who? I don’t remember who…

Bozhil and Zlata: Who is going to get married in our house…
Stoyancho and Rayna get in. 
Stoyancho and Rayna: We’re getting married!
Bozhil and Zlata: What a joy!

Zlata: Let‘s  celebrate. Our son is getting married.

All of them say “cheers” and celebrate.

Everything is fine when it has a happy end.
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