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Task:

students conduct research on national minorities and their legal and communal 
position in cooperation with some non-governmental organization in their 
countries



Multi-ethnic Holographic History of Brăila

Brăila is considered the city of 13 ethnic groups. Over time the minorities tend to lose their identity, 
especially of the young generations. Here, the most numerous minorities in Romania were recorded in 

the inter-war period: Turks, Jews, Roma, Lipovan-Russians, Bulgarians, Armenians, Greeks, 
Hungarians, Germans, Ukrainians, Polish, Albanians and Italians lived “in good friendship” with 

Romanians, each having their well-established place in the community, each writing their own page in 
the history of Brăila. The image of the old citadel, but also the original traditions and customs of the 

ethnic groups are nearly lost and it is necessary for these traditions and customs to be collected, 
reconstituted and valorized in a modern manner such as holograms to be presented in public space.



Multi-ethnic Holographic History of Brăila

Situated on the ‘maritime Danube’, the 100-mile long section of the river acces
sible to sea-going vessels, the Danubian port-cities of Brăila (Braila) and Galaţi
(Galatz)  played  an  important  part  in  modern  Romania’s  economic  history. 

Braila  was  Wallachia’s  prosperous  commercial  outlet  from  the  middle  of  the 
14th century until it was conquered by the Ottomans and turned into a strong

hold  that  dominated  the  entire  Lower  Danubian  area  (1538–40).  For  almost 
three  centuries,  the  new  citadel  served  as  a  bridgehead  for  Ottoman  armies, 

and its commercial function was completely subordinated to its military role.
As  a  key  position  in  the  Empire’s  defensive  system  along  the  Lower  Danube, 

Brăila was often besieged and looted during the Russian military campaigns of
the 18th and early 19th centuries.



Is Romania ethnically diverse?

Romania derives much of its ethnic diversity from its 
geographic position astride major continental 

migration routes. According to 1987 data, 89.1 percent 
of the population is Romanian, and more than twenty 
separate ethnic minorities account for the remaining 

12 percent.



What is the largest ethnic group in Romania?

Rank Ethnic Group Share of Population in 
Romania

1 Romanian 88.9%

2 Hungarian 6.5%

Hungarian

Largest Ethnic Groups In Romania



Demographics of Romania

About 88.9% of the people of Romania are ethnic Romanians, whose 
language, Romanian, is a Balkan Romance language, descended from 
Latin with some German, French, English, Greek, Slavic, and Hungarian 

borrowings.

Romanians are by far the most numerous group of speakers of a Balkan 
Romance language today. It has been said that they constitute "an island 

of Latinity" in Eastern Europe, surrounded on all sides either by Slavic 
peoples or by the Hungarians. The Hungarian minority in Romania 

constitutes the country's largest minority, 6.1 per cent of the population.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin


Minorities and indigenous Peoples

Main languages: Romanian, Hungarian, German, Romani, Ukrainian/Ruthene, Lipovan (Russian) 

Main religions: according to the 2011 Census, the large majority of the more than 20 million Romanians 
belong to the Eastern Orthodox Christianity (16.3 million), with a significant minority of Roman Catholics 
(870,774) and different forms of Protestantism (Lutheran, Calvinist, Unitarian and other groups), Greek 

Catholicism (Uniate) 

According to the 2011 Census, minority groups include 1,227,623 Hungarians (6.1 per cent), 621,573 Roma 
(3.1 per cent) (though other estimates are significantly higher, such as the Council of Europe’s figure of 1.85 

million), 50,920 Ukrainians/Ruthenians (0.3 per cent) and 36,042 Germans (0.2 per cent). The number of 
Germans has been falling considerably for the last 20 years, from 119,436 Germans in 1992 and 59,764 in 

2002, due to emigration to Germany.  



Hungarians are officially the most numerous minority in Romania (although likely outnumbered by Roma) and are 
overwhelmingly settled in Transylvania. The most compact area of Hungarian population is eastern Transylvania, 

which has historically been the home of Szeklers. Szeklers, who entered Transylvania at the end of the first 
millennium, hold a special (and recent) place in Hungarian mythology. While most Szeklers describe themselves 
on official documents as Hungarians, there have been recent calls from Szekler organizations for autonomy – a 
request so far refused by Romanian authorities. An additional subgroup within the Hungarian ethnic community 

are Csangos of Moldavia (see below), who live in scattered rural communities near the Transylvanian border. 
Hungarians are either Roman Catholics, Calvinists or Unitarians and are thus confessionally different from ethnic 

Romanians, most of whom are Eastern Orthodox or Greek Catholic (Uniate). 



The majority of Germans also live in Transylvania, where they comprise three 
separate groups: ‘Saxons’ who are the descendants of Germans who entered 

Transylvania in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries; ‘Swabians’ who are 
descended from southern Germans who settled mainly in the Banat in 

south-west Transylvania during the eighteenth century; and the small group 
of ‘Landler’ who are descended from Protestants who took refuge in northern 

Transylvania in the eighteenth century. 



The Roma, who are believed to be the largest minority, are found throughout the 
territory of Romania. The majority of Ukrainians/Ruthenians live in northern 

Transylvania in Maramures county. Until 2000 the Ruthenians were officially seen as 
belonging to the Ukrainian national minority but following parliamentary elections that 

year the Ruthenians were recognized as a separate national minority (as were the 
Macedonians who had similarly been previously unrecognized officially). 



Smaller minorities 

The 2011 Census also recorded 23,487 Russians/Lipovans; 27,698 Turks; 20,282 
Tatars; 18,076 Serbs; 13,654 Slovaks; 7,336 Bulgarians; 5,408 Croats; 3,668 Greeks; 

3,271 Jews; 2,447 Czechs; 2,543 Poles; 3,203 Italians; 2,017 Chinese; 1,361 Armenians; 
and 1,264 Macedonians. In addition, the Census recorded 1,536 Csangos and 18,524 
‘others’. Furthermore, for some 1,236,810 responses no information on ethnic identity 

was available. 



Serbs, Croats, Poles, Czechs and some Slovaks, Roman Catholic Bulgarians and Ukrainians live mainly in the 
Banat near the border with Serbia although many Serbs were forcibly resettled after 1948 in Wallachia. 

Another part of the Slovak community lives by the Hungarian border, whilst the Eastern Orthodox Bulgarians 
live in Dambovita county in Southern Romania. Ukrainians also live in Maramures and South-Bukovina in the 

North and in the Danube estuary in the South. Poles mainly live in the North of Moldova around the city of 
Suceava. Turks and Tatars live mainly in the Dobrudja near the Danube estuary. The few Italians live mostly in 
the North of Moldova around the city of Iasi. Albanians and Armenians are mainly concentrated in the capital, 

Bucharest, but some Armenians live in Transylvania too. 

The number of Jews has fallen considerably over the past 70 years as a result of the Nazi genocide and of 
state-sponsored emigration to Israel during the communist period. 



Current issues

Historically, Romania has been relatively homogenous, and the ethnic Romanian 
majority currently makes up approximately 83.5 per cent of the national population. 
Minorities in Romania, particularly Roma, have experienced high levels of inequality, 

social exclusion and prejudice. These forms of discrimination have intensified further 
in recent years. According to the 2016 report of the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights, many state officials are in denial about the extent of poverty 

and social exclusion affecting Roma in the country.  



Despite the need for greater efforts to support their inclusion, widespread 
prejudice against Roma serves as a major barrier that contributes to their 

continued segregation. For example, research in 2013 by the National Council 
for Combatting Discrimination found that 48 per cent of respondents did not 

want a Roma work colleague, whilst 41 per cent would not want a Romani 
neighbour and 38 per cent would not want any Roma individuals in their 

municipality.



Sources:

https://minorityrights.org/country/romania/#:~:text=The%20Constitution%20defines%20Romania,righ
ts%20and%20freedom%20from%20discrimination

https://www.jstor.org/stable/23615798

https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/library-document/integration-policies-regarding-national-min
orities-romania-legal-and-institutional_en?lang=fr
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