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LESSON PLAN  – MUSIC AND DANCE

	AIMS:

· Based upon analysis of submitted texts pupils are able to identify most common topics of folk songs and figure out charakteristic features of traditional folk songs.

· Pupils can describe the difference between dances typical for South European and Central European countries.

·  Pupils know how to call in English musical instruments typical for traditional folk music. 

· Optional: pupils get to know local and global authors (composers, writers, poets rtc.)  using folk elements in their work


	EXPECTED RESULTS:
· Developing reading skills in English: strategy of „key words“  when judging the meaning of lyrics.

· Awarness of typical features for folk songs and dances.

· Extending vocabulary: musical instruments.

· Developing critical thinking: thinking about quality of resources and given „facts“ when working with lyrics (not all the songs are folk songs).

· Developing reading literacy: searching, understanding and implementing the links (relationship) when trying to figure out characteristic features of folk songs.  


	RECOMMENDED TIME AND SUBJECT: 

· 45 + 45 minutes
· English, Music, Native language

	English – use the worksheet
· Devide into 6 groups. Each group will work with one lyrics from 1 country.

· Read the english translation and find out whether there is mentioned one of the topics listed bellow. Discuss your findings with other groups, compare results. 

· Specific location or place

· God

· Love or related areas like wedding or break up

· Death

· Parts of body

· Musical instruments 

· Living in the village

· Seasons of the year 

· Have you found any other common signs for all traditional songs? (e.g. animals or clothes are often mentioned…)

· Remind (and sing) traditional folk songs from your country/region. Are there mentioned similiar topics?

· Are all the submitted songs really traditional folk songs? What is one of the important signs you have to take into account when judging this? (known x unknown author – what about Romanian song?)

· Can you summarize what are main charakteristics of traditional folk songs? 

      Music – use the worksheet

· Listen to the samples of the songs (songs from all countries). 

· What musical instruments can you hear? Make a notes.

· Which of these instruments are not typical for traditional folk music? Why? (pictures of piano, flute, drums, dulcimer, violin, quitar etc. )

· Listen to the songs again and focus on the rhythm this time.  Do you think it is possible to define  typical rhythm for traditional folk songs? Look at the music records if necessary and consider bigger sample if needed. If there is not a typical one, can we say which one is most common one? – 2/4

· Watch samples of the dances from different countries. 

· Try to find out charakteristics for folk dance. To be noticed: the way of holding, formation (dancing in couples x in a circle), choreography (dance figures and its repetion, story acting, using properties etc.)

· Based upon seen dances and your previous knowledge – can you make conclusion regarding the biggest difference between dances typical for south european nations and central european nations? (dance in a circle x pair dance)

· Try to dance some of the dance you have seen (


	MORE ACTIVITIES 
· Optional: Find local and global authors that used „folk“ in the literature or music and get to know their work.  Czech examples: Karel Jaromír Erben – writer of fairy tales and poetry, Bedřich Smetana – composer.
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