Distaff

Distaff is a device used for spinning flax, hemp or wool from which the thread is drawn in spinning by hand. It comes in a variety of different sizes, depending on if it is used for spinning of a fine thread or a thick hemp.
It can be made of different types of wood. In our home region Turopolje, the oak was the most common material because the forests in Turopolje were in the past abounded with oak.
The top or the head of the distaff can have various forms, which are mostly flat like, and the lover part is usually a stick. The most decorated part of the distaff was the head. Various decoration techniques were used, like engraving, relief carving, hatching or pyrogravure. You can see all of these techniques used on this distaff. Most often motifs in decoration of distaffs were straight and curved lines, cross in the circle, triangles repeated in a pattern, rectangles, heart, but also initials of the owner and the year of manufacture. Apart from their decoration purpose, these ornaments were also used as a good luck charm and for protection from evil. These ornaments were also a reminder of a giver.
Distaff was usually a gift from a brother, father, son or a husband. The young girls received a distaff as a present already after baptism. They would play with it, and in that way, they have learned how to spin the thread and to work on it. Later, they spun the yarn for weaving in family purposes.
Local artisans and carpenters made the distaff and because of that, they are considered as an important historical source for the folk art. In the past, you could find a distaff in almost every house in our homeland.
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