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Historical context

1939 to 1945 — Second World War

August 23, 1939 - Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
1940 to 1990 - Soviet occupation

1941 to 1945 - Nazi occupation



First Soviet occupation

It was during 1940 and 1941

October:1939-25.000 soldiers marched to Estonia, 30 000 to Latvia, and 20 000 to Lithuania
Soviet "ultimatum"to the Baltic.countries

There were democratic-elections, - whichswere just a facade

June 1940 to June 1941- 124 467 people executed, conscripted or deported



BALTIC CELS,
BALTIJAS CELS,
BALTI KETT,
BALTIJOS KELIAS

1989: 50th anniversary of the signing
of the secret agreement known as the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
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Nazi occupation

e 1941 - Operation Barbarossa

* Creation of concentration camps
in the Baltic lands

* Genocide of Jewish communities
(more than 160 000 Jews killed)
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Second Soviet occupation

1944 to May 1945 - Baltic Strategic Offensive Operation
January 12, 1949 — Expulsion and deportation decree of disbanded and Baltic nationalists
About 200,000 deportees from the Baltic between 1940 and 1953

10% of the adult Baltic population was deported or sent to labor camps (Gulag)



The independence of the Baltic countries

 March 11, 1990 - Lithuania declares independence
e August 21, 1991 - Latvia and Estonia declare independence

* Without the struggle of the people, these countries could still be under the control of the USSR
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JANUARY 1991 EVENTS IN VILNIUS
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independence on 11 March 1990, Lithuania embarked on a peaceful struggle for consolidation and international
m‘:&mﬁf :l:t::\o:d.pT;Is struggle continued until the defeat of the coup in Moscow in August 1991. In this context, the events ;:
January 1991 take an exceptional place. Up to that time, Moscow had unsuccessfully tried, in various ways, to force the democrancal!y elects
Supreme Council (Parliament) of Lithuania to revoke the documents passed, which formed the legal basis for the restoration of the Lithuanian
independence, and to recognise the Jurisdiction of the Soviet Union's Constitution over Lithuania. As this had come to nothing, Moscow
decided to allow pro-Soviet imperialist forces to mastermind a coup in Lithuania in January 1991. :
We are not aware of any plan of the coup in the form of a written document. It may even have not existed. Yet the plan may be easily
reconstructed from the logic inherent in the actions of the masterminds behind the coup, that is, attempts to provoke mass protests against
the Lithuanian government and probably even sparka conflict among different nationalities. This vyuuld have well served as a justification for
using the Soviet military force and ultimately for introducing the direct rule of the USSR President in Lithuania.
In 1990, the civic and patriotic resolve of the Lithuanian people culminated in the restoration of the independent state of Lithuania.
The collapse of the Iron Curtain and the disintegration of the Soviet Union gave Lithuania its second chance in the 20th cgnlury to inscribe
itself on the map among the independent states of the world. The decisive point in the history of consolidating the Lithuanian independence
was the events of 13 January 1991 when the Soviet forces attempted to overturn Lithuanian government.

11 03 1990 The Supreme Council - Reconstituent Seimas (Parliament) of the Republic of Lithuania passes the Act on the Re—es_lablishmem
of the State of Lithuania and the Provisional Basic Law of the Republic of Lithuania. Prof. Vytautas Landsbergis is elected Chairman of the
Supreme Council - Reconstituent Seimas.

1001 1991 USSR President Mikhail Gorbachev sends an ultimatum to the Supreme Council of t
immediate effect, the Lithuanian SSR and the legal force of the USSR Consti

11011991

11.30 a.m. The building of the Department of National Defence in Alytus is captured.

11.45 a.m. The commander of the Soviet garrison in Vilnius informs the Supreme Council -Reconstituent Seimas that military exercises are
about to begin in the city. The Automated Telephone Station and the central headquarters of the Department of National Defence are seized
in Vilnius.

12 a.m. The Printing House is stormed in Vilnius with seven people injured.

12.30 p.m. The building of the Department of National Defence in iauliai is captured.

1.30 p.m. The building of the Department. of National Defence in Kaunas is taken over.

6 p.m. The building of the Hunting and Angling Society is seized in Vilnius.

9 p.m. The Television Relay Centre in Nemenginé is taken over.

11 p.m. Vilnius Railway Station is blocked and trains are prevented from entering Vilnius; take-off and landing at Vilnius airport is prohibited;
the pro-Soviet Lithuanian Communist Party announces about establishing of the National Rescue Committee in Lithuania.

1201 1991 The Supreme Council - Reconstituent Seimas passes a decree concerning the measures to protect the Republic of Lithuania.

1 a.m. Yet another building of the Department of National Defence is captured in Vilnius.

3 a.m. The headquarters of the special operation police under the Lithuanian Ministry of the Interior are captured in Valakampiai, Vilnius
District.

5 a.m. The building of the Police Academy is seized in Vilnius.

11 a.m. The border checkpoint on the road Druskininkai-Parechye is captured and border guards are beaten up; the customs office building in
Marijampolé undergoes damage. The first edition of the trilingual (Lithuanian, Polish, and Russian) newspaper Laisva Lietuva (Free Lithuania)
is jointly published by the editorial teams of 13 periodicals, which were based in the Printing House prior to its capture. The central office of
the sport and sports equipment association Vytis is captured in Vilnius.

10 p.m. The military convoy starts from the Soviet military base in Siaurés miestelis (Northern Town) in Vilnius; some 400-strong force of the
Soviet police gathers in Vilnius City Committee of the Lithuanian Communist Party. The National Rescue Committee announces that it sees it
as its duty to take over the power in the country in order to restore law and order and that taking over of the power is already in process.

12 p.m. A group of workers approaches the building of the Supreme Council with a petition demanding to hand over the authority to the
National Rescue Committee.

13011991

1.50 a.m. Soviet tanks start storming the TV Tower in Vilnius, leaving 14 dead and around 700 wounded.

2 a.m. The buildings of the Lithuanian Radio and Television are besieged and captured,

2.20 a.m. The radio and television station in Sitkiinai, Kaunas District come on air. The National Rescue Committee declares a curfew.

3.20 a.m. The Supreme Council - Reconstituent Seimas adopts the Resolution on establishing the Provisional Command for Defence of the
Republic of Lithuania and on the Government of the Republic of Lithuania in emigration.

5.45 a.m. The Norwegian Government appeals to the United Nations to urgently convene the UN Security Council in order to discuss the
situation in Lithuania. Over 100 thousand people gather for a vigil in the Independence Square to defend the building of the Supreme Council
The three-day mourning is announced in Lithuania. A rally is staged in the Red Square, Moscow with around 100 thousand people protestin ,
against the use of military force in Lithuania. g
?6 011991 Th‘e fune'rals of thqse killed on the night of 13 January take place in Vilnius, Kaunas, Kédainiai, Marijampolé, and Rokiskis. The
independent Lithuanian Television starts its broadcasts from the building of the Supreme Council.

27011991 T:e Lithuanian border checkpoints in Medininkai and Lavoriskés are attacked and burnt down.

2901 1991 The European Parliament passes the Declaration concernin the situationi i i i i z i

of the illegal annexation of the Baltic countries by the USSR in 1940. = tonin Estonla/ gl gna L/ he Deckimtion tenings
11 02 1991 Iceland becomes the first foreign state to recognise the independence of the Republic of Lithuania.

2004 1991 Prof. Vytautas Landsbergis, Chairman of the Supreme Council - Reconstituent Seimas, signs the memorandum addressed to USSR

President Mikhail Gorbachev whereby stressing the need for resuming the relations between tl i i i
gt g ieen the Republic of Lithuania and the USSR under

Lithuanian SSR demanding to restore, with

By Antanas Kulakauskas
National Museum of Lithuania
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