
The Soviet occupation of the 
Baltic republics



Historical context

• 1939 to 1945 – Second World War 

• August 23, 1939 - Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact

• 1940 to 1990 - Soviet occupation

• 1941 to 1945 - Nazi occupation



First Soviet occupation

• It was during 1940 and 1941

• October 1939- 25.000 soldiers marched to Estonia, 30 000 to Latvia, and 20 000 to Lithuania

• Soviet "ultimatum" to the Baltic countries

• There were democratic elections, which were just a facade

• June 1940 to June 1941- 124 467 people executed, conscripted or deported
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1989: 50th anniversary of the signing 
of the secret agreement known as the 

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact











Nazi occupation

• 1941 - Operation Barbarossa

• Creation of concentration camps 
in the Baltic lands

• Genocide of Jewish communities 
(more than 160 000 Jews killed)













Second Soviet occupation

• 1944 to May 1945 - Baltic Strategic Offensive Operation

• January 12, 1949 – Expulsion and deportation decree of disbanded and Baltic nationalists

• About 200,000 deportees from the Baltic between 1940 and 1953

• 10% of the adult Baltic population was deported or sent to labor camps (Gulag)



The independence of the Baltic countries

• March 11, 1990 - Lithuania declares independence

• August 21, 1991 - Latvia and Estonia declare independence

• Without the struggle of the people, these countries could still be under the control of the USSR
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