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.Introduction 
 

This manual is the fruit of a two-year cooperation between four schools, as part of an Erasmus+ Strategic 
school partnership funded by the European Commission.  
 

➢ What is an Erasmus+ partnership?  
An Erasmus+ school strategic partnership consists in a close collaboration between schools, who agree 
on a common topic and set their students working on this topic during two years. At the end of the project, 
you are expected to produce a final work representative of what you did with the students. 
All the activities are funded by an important European grant, which allow teachers and students to meet 
abroad several times, and enable them to buy any material needed. 
When you apply for an Erasmus+ grant, you preestablish a two-year plan and predefine most of the tasks 
you will give to your students. Some of these are common to all the partners, others are specific to one 
school. Indeed, schools, students and curricula can differ significantly and you cannot do exactly the same 
things. 
 

➢ Our partnership: COME! Cooperation on Mobility in Europe 
We are teachers in different subjects -English, Spanish, History, Geography, Library, Civics.  
Our schools are situated in four different countries. The project was carried out by:  

• Colexio Compañía de María, a Catholic multilingual school in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. It is 
over 250 years old and located in the very centre of the town. It hosts over 1,200 students daily, aged 
6 to 18. 

• Gymmasium Bad Nenndorf, a grammar school in a rural area south-west of Hanover, Germany. Most 
of the school's 1,200 students, aged 11 to 18, live in small towns and villages 

• Hispaniola Middle School is part of Bednarska Democratic Charter Schools, the very first non-public 
comprehensive secondary schools established in Poland in 1989. It is situated in the post-industrial 
Wola district of Warsaw, Poland. It hosts less than 100 pupils, aged 11 to 15. 

• Collège Wilbur Wright, a 450-pupil school situated in a small town of 2000, not far from Le Mans, 
France. Children, aged 11 to 16, mainly come from working class families, or belong to an increasing 
middle class recently established there. 

We obviously observed that despite their differences, our societies were confronted with the same political 
and social issues, in particular issues related to migration, either migrations within Europe or from outside. 
Populations have to face a changing world whose transformations can arouse enthusiasm, but also provoke 
feelings of rejection or anguish.  
Therefore, we regarded it as necessary to tackle this subject and help our students understand that human 
mobilities, migrations, exchanges and international movements are not a recent development, but that 
they have shaped our societies, our cultures, our economies and our imaginations.  
 

➢ Why this manual and how to use it? 
As said above, we have worked with our students on mobilities and transport, focusing on historic and current 
forms of mobility and migration, as well as literary and artistic representations of the topic. At the end of our 
two years, we all organised special “project days”, with activities for the whole schools. 
You will find in this manual a selection of the activities we implemented that you can try in your own 
school if you want to work on mobility with your students.  
Some of them are for young kids, other for older students. Some files are complete lessons (e.g. Guidebook) 
others offer ideas for final products (Tamata….) Some of them are a bit similar (Ellis Island), but the method 
is different. Some take a week, others can be done in a single lesson.  
All can be improved and all can be adapted: this is not a theorical manual, but a modest collection of 
tasks we have tried out.  
 
We shared wonderful moments together during this two-year partnership, which combined hard work and 
friendly conviviality. We therefore hope that you will manage to use this manual, and take pleasure with it. 
Have fun!   
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Abbreviations:  
 
Bio: Biology; Civ: Civic education; Eng: English; Fre: French, Geo: Geography, His: History  
Lit: Literature; PE: Physical Education; Soc: Social studies; Tech: Technology. 
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23 Globalization: the story of jeans 13-14 Civ, Geo 89 

24 Garbage monsters 10-15 Bio, Arts, Geo 95 

25 Commuting patterns of fellow students ≥ 12 Civ, Geo 99 
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32 European dancefloor 10-16 Music, PE 129 
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COME ! MOBILITY - An Erasmus+ Partnership 

- 5 - 

    

Activity File 01: A guidebook for Australia 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Writing a guidebook about Australia. See appendices for the guidebook. 

Relevant subjects: English 

Language(s): English 

For foreign languages only: Students should have taken English for ca. three years at least 

Age group: 14-16 Time needed: ca. four hours 

Product/Outcome: guidebook (paper and/or pdf).  

Material needed: copy of “Modern Family” (Season 5, Episode 20, optional, available on “Netflix”), 

worksheets (see below), computers 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

5-10’ Teacher asks students to name sights in Australia 
they already know. 
Teacher explains that they will learn about some 
further sights by watching an episode of the US sitcom 
“Modern Family” which is set in Australia and provides 
some information on the sitcom and its main 
characters. 
 

 

25’ Students watch the episode “Australia” (S 05, E 20) 
and fill in the worksheet. 
 

Prepare DVD or streaming 
copies of worksheet 1 

10’ Students name their answers.  

10’ Teacher explains that they will learn more about the 
sights of Australia by writing their own guidebook and 
explains the assignment (cf. worksheet 2). 
Teacher then assigns sights (see list below) or lets 
learners choose their own sights. 
 

worksheet 2 
list with sights 

ca. 120’ Students work in pairs and research their sights 
online. Then they produce the texts which they have 
to mail to the teacher for proofreading alongside with 
questions about their text. 

 

Depending on the time available and organisational requirements the teacher (or a student) can either 
collate the texts into one pdf-file or produce a paper version of the texts. In any case all the texts and 
a separate document/paper with the questions must be available to each student for the next step. 
 

30’ Students read the guidebooks and answer their peers’ 
questions about the text. 
 

copies of the guidebook and the 
questions 

15’ Students compare their answers.  
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Sights the students could write about: 
 
Adelaide 

Blue Mountains National Park 

Brisbane 

Canberra  

Darwin  

Great Ocean Road 

Kakadu National Park 

Melbourne 

Perth 

Port Arthur/Tasmania 

Purnululu National Park 

The Twelve Apostles 

Uluru – Kata Tjuta Nat’l Park 
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A guidebook for Australia: worksheet 1 
 

Down under 

Modern Family: Australia 
 
Watch the episode and complete the worksheet. 
 

1. Explain why the family travel to Australia.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who is Fergus Anderson? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

________________ 

3. Sights & Wildlife: Take notes on what you learn about these sights and animals. 
 

 

Sights Animals 

Sydney Opera House: looks like 
 
 
 

Jellyfish:  

Bondi Beach:  
 
 
 

Koala bears:  

Bush:  
 
 
 

Kangaroos:  

Sydney Harbour Bridge:  
 
 
 

Kookaburra:  
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Down under 

Modern Family: Australia 
 
Answer Key 
 

1. Explain why the “modern family” members travel to Australia.  
Phil’s mum left him some money to go to Australia as he was conceived there and it was a special place for 
her.  

 
 

2. Who is Fergus Anderson? 

He is a popular TV star in Australia who Mitch and Cameron spend some time with. 
 

3. Sights & Wildlife: Take notes on what you learn about these sights and animals. 
 
 

Sights Animals 

Sydney Opera House: looks like a ship with 

sails 

Jellyfish: bite you and it hurts a lot 

Bondi Beach: beautiful, clear water, topless, 

hot surfers 

Koala bears: sometimes pee on people 

Bush: home of the Aboriginals, can see 

many animals there, you can participate in a 

walkabout (=dance) 

Kangaroos: born without hind legs, sometimes 

punch people 

Sydney Harbour Bridge: you can climb on it 

and enjoy the view 

Kookaburra: birds which are born blind  
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A guidebook for Australia: worksheet 2 
 

Down Under 

A guidebook for Australia 
 
You and your partner will have to write an entry for our very own guidebook for Australia. Please follow 

these guidelines: 

 

Content 

- You must answer the questions from the worksheet, but you can also include any other piece of 

information you find interesting. You can also change the order. 

- First take notes with the help of my questions, then produce your own coherent text. 

- Your text must have at least 250 words and two or more relative clauses. Also use these linking 

words: although, while, thus 

- Please also include a list of four questions about your text. 

- You can use the expressions I have put on the worksheet, but you must not copy entire clauses 

from the internet.  

- You will be marked down for plagiarism or the use of digital aides to translate more than 

individual words. 

 

Style sheet 

- Only use the template page I have provided. 

- Use Arial, 11 point, spacing: 1 ½.  

- Use the same font for the headline, which you, however, can print in bold.  

- Do not use spaces to align your text.  

- Insert a page break before writing down your questions. 

- You can add one picture, use the correct button to place it in the text.  

 

Send the complete text as a word-file to me by September 13th! Include the name of your sight in the 
file’s name! 
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A guidebook for Australia 

 

Questions  Words and expressions 

What is the name of the sight?  

What makes your sight interesting and/or 

exciting? 

Many visitors come to … 

People are fascinated by …  

… attracts millions/thousands of tourists every 

year as …  

… is very popular with … since …  

Summarize the history of your sight. … was built/created/opened in … by 

… dates back to …  

… decided to turn … into … 

… became …  

Explain what you can do/see there. Here, 

you can also comment on possible negative 

effects of tourism on your attraction. 

 

Explain how you can get there. … can be reached via …  

… is located near …  

Most visitors travel to … by  

Explain what you like best about your sight. What makes … really special is that … 

… is really unique as …  
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Activity File 02: Creating a travel brochure 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Creating a travel brochure (here, Scotland). See appendices for the brochure. 

Relevant subjects: Geography 

Language(s): English, any 

For foreign languages only: Year(s) of instruction needed: ca. 4 

Age group: 13-16 Time needed: 300 min 

Product/Outcome: Printable leaflet on a touristic region in Scotland 

Material needed: Computers with word processing software / internet 

Links: Collections of photos without copyright, e.g. pixabay.com, freephotos.cc  

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for 
preparation 

20’ Introduction: Travelling to a different place – information needed 
and wanted    

Blackboard for notes 

15’ Explaining the assignment and requirements (s.b.), setting up 
groups and assigning different regions of any country: 
 
A leaflet about a region of Scotland!  
Collect material (texts and pictures) about a region of your 
choice! You can use every possible way to get information 
(internet, travel agency, library, books at home). The task is to 
make an information leaflet about the region you choose in 
English.  
Ask yourself the following questions:  
- How can I get there? Where is it? What does it look like? 
(Geography) 
- What can I see there? What would be interesting for tourists? 
(Sights) 
- What other things can I do there? (Activities) 
Write your own texts! (I will find out who only copied something!)  
Format: at least  
 
A4, folded twice          or       A4, folded once  
 
 
 
  
 
No free space should be left! 
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45' Research on the regions: information and material (careful: 
usage of copyrighted photos, see above) 

 

175’ Project work in groups of up to four students, two each can 
prepare one DIN A4 page using word,  
usually assistance is needed for formatting issues like putting in 
photos and setting up columns,  
- it is best to save the files as pdfs to prevent changes in the 
format  

 

45' Students present their leaflets, give feedback and choose the 
best one 

Projector 
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Activity File 03: Discovering Santiago de Compostela 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Discovering Santiago de Compostela 

Relevant subjects: English, Social Studies, Arts. 

Language(s): English. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 10th grade. Time needed: 10 hours 

Product/Outcome: Santiago tourist tour during the Santiago International meeting. 

Material needed: internet, paper, markers. 

Links: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFhPueuyng8&feature=youtu.be 

http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/galeria-imagenes/event/EnsaioErasmus 

http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/novas/397-dia-de-traballo-no-grupo-erasmus-do-colexio 

 

 

2 Description/lesson plan 
 

Duratio
n 

Activity Points for preparation 

Previou
s 

Our Erasmus group boys and girls are informed about 
the activity they are going to develope during the 
meeting with our French, Polish and Germans friends. 
We will be actors and actresses who will explain the 
Santiago's heritage to our guests. 
Our boys and girls receive the script (written in 
Galician). 
 

 

300´ 
 

150' Helped by 3 English teachers, they prepare the 
English script -based in the Galician script they 
received previously-. 
150' Helped by nine teachers, our Erasmus boys and 
girls essay their characters in different places of the 
city. 
 

English department cooperation 
 
Language, English, Arts and Crafts 
and Social Studies Departments 
cooperation 

240' 120' General essay -one week before the day-: every 
group develop the responsability they have (actor or 
actresses; guide...). 
150' Representation during the International meeting 
with our European partners (the video we have linked 
catch the idea we have developed in this activity). 
 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFhPueuyng8&feature=youtu.be
http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/galeria-imagenes/event/EnsaioErasmus
http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/novas/397-dia-de-traballo-no-grupo-erasmus-do-colexio
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Activity File 04: European Melting pot 
 

1.  General information 
 

Topic Title: European Melting Pot 

Relevant Subjects: history, civics, social science 

Language: national / English 

Age group: from 8 grade up / 14 yrs olds or older Time needed: 2 hours 10‘ 

Product/outcome – poster / Powerpoint presentation 

Material needed: A1/A2 sheet of paper, pencils, crayons, paints, felt-tip pens, the Internet, a computer 
with Powerpoint or similar, installed 

 
 

 

2 Description / Lesson Plan 
 

Activity Duration Points for preparation 

15‘ 
Students have to do reasearch on 
different minorities in a few neighbouring 
or Project partnership countries and 
prepare maps of these countries. They 
need to find out the reasons for 
emigration and the places they arrived at. 
They mark with arrows the routes of their 
journey from the countries of origin, and 
include a short note describing the 
emigrants situation. 
 
 

Giving instructions to students 
on what to look for in the 
Internet 
 

 

45‘ Searching for the data   
 

 

1h Preparing maps and description 
 

 

10‘ Result presentation 
 

 

 
The Activity might be done in the form of Powerpoint presentation which should take similar time to 
prepare.  
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Activity File 05: Eurotour 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: EUROTOUR 

Relevant subjects: Social Studies, Arts and Crafts, English, Ethics. 

Language(s): Galician and English. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 6th and 7th grade. Time needed: 7 hours 

Product/Outcome: exhibition with stands. 

Material needed: internet, paper, markers. 

Links: 

  

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

 
  

Duratio
n 

Activity Points for preparation 

50´ We start introducing the activity goal: to do a Tourist 
Fair to discover different European countries and their 
heritage. 
We divide every class in four students groups. Every 
group will study a country: Poland, Germany, France, 
etc. 
And we start to work. 

In every subject they will 
investigate different items from the 
country they have chosen: general 
information about Geography 
(map, flag, population...) and 
Economy (economic sectors, 
unemployment rate,...) in Social 
Studies; political system and 
different cultures in Ethics; famous 
painters and works of art in Art and 
Crafts; food recipes in English. 
 

300´ 
 

We keep on working during the different subjects 
class time. 

 

90´ The Project Day all the groups will show their work in 
the EUROTOUR FAIR. Every country will have its 
own stand.  
Secondary school boys and girls will visit the place 
and listen the 6th and 7th graders explanations. 
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Activity File 06 : The day of Europe 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Day of Europe -We are all migrants- 

Relevant subjects: Erasmus group meetings -every Thursday, 2-4 pm- 

Language(s): Spanish. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 9th grade. Time needed: 10 hours 

Product/Outcome: A Day of Europe event in a city auditorium. 

Material needed: computers, Auditorium, markers, projector. 

Links: http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/galeria-imagenes/event/DadeEuropa-

Todossomosmigrantes 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duratio
n 

Activity Points for 
preparation 

60´ We present the work to do to our Erasmus students: the day of Europe -9th 
of May- we are going to honour the migrants, and we will try to count with the 
participation of four guest speakers who will share their own personal 
experiences about migration.  
To get this goal we organised our boys and girls into groups with the following 
responsabilities: 
1. The order group was in charge of preparing and controlling that everything 
was executed as planned, overseeing all minor details.  These included 
welcoming the guests speakers and the public. 
2. The audiovisual group was in charge of filming and taking pictures during 
the event. A documentary will be made with all the collected material so that 
everybody can make a good use of it later on. 
3. The team of presenters opened the event with a short introduction of the 
panel, and they closed the event with a short speech. 
4. The Media and communications group was in charge of writing a press 
release that was sent to the media. They handled the radio interviews, 
together with the teachers, and they contacted with EFE Agency, local and 
regional TV and Newspapers. 
5. The production group was in charge of the sound and images during the 
event. 

 

300' 
 

The different groups prepare their work every meeting day in different rooms. 
The last 30 minutes we share our work to coordinate ourselves. 

 

90´ DAY OF EUROPE CELEBRATION (9th of MAY) 
The day honoured the migrants, and we counted with the participation of four 
guest speakers who shared their own personal experiences about migration.  
- Nour Al- Hussen, from Raqqa (Siria) feels priviledged, and made the 
audience understand with her intervention what it means having a double 
nationality, as well as living everyday with the thoughts of the hardship that 

 

http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/galeria-imagenes/event/DadeEuropa-Todossomosmigrantes
http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/galeria-imagenes/event/DadeEuropa-Todossomosmigrantes
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is taking place at her birth land in Siria, which affects most of her family and 
close friends.  
- Paco Durán learnt a lot from this migrant experience. From his early days 
as a child, he experienced the misery that pushed his family to leave their 
country, as it was the case for many Spanish people at that time. The 
adaptation to England was hard and full of challenges, but the experience 
has been rich and crucial to define who he is today as a person. 
- Marisa Rodriguez described a new reality of migration. She was a girl 
brought up by her grandparents while her parents worked in Germany. She 
learnt about the conditions foreign workers suffered in Germany at that time, 
and we understood the difficulties one has to go through when you are far 
away from your home land. It was moving listening to Marisa´s appreciation 
to her parents , who were present in the audience. 
- Paula Romero highlights another different reality of migration. She is a 
Spanish teacher in a International School in Norway, as well as in the 
Norwegian Diplomat Academy. Her experience is driven by the curiosity for 
learning, and discovering new cultures, as well as by love. Her current job as 
a Spanish teacher and consultant reflects a new society, our European 
society, which is multicultural and dynamic.  
 
It was gratifying to see that the the four different testimonies reach have 
many points in common: the richness of migration for any society, the 
importance of acknowledging recognition of migrants, the right to migrate 
and not to migrate, and the reivindication of a multicultural and solidarious 
Europe towards the world.  
The event was closed with a moving poem from a famous Galician writer, 
Celso Emilio Ferreiro. The students who organised the event, the whole 
school widely represented in the auditorium, the guest speakers, and all the 
audience continued the dialogue during almost 30 minutes inside and 
outside the place.  
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Activity File 07: Ellis Island 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Students work at different work stations to learn about the various steps of the 

immigration process at Ellis Island in the late 19th and early 20th century. 

Relevant subjects: History, Civics 

Language(s): English 

For foreign languages only: Students should have taken English for ca. four years or more 

Age group: 14-18 Time needed: ca. 200’ 

Product/Outcome: Fictional interview with an immigration officer or immigrant 

Material needed:  

- Picture of the Statue of Liberty  

- Classroom so that desks can be arranged into different work stations 

- Two computers with access to the internet 

- Worksheets (s.b.) and small signs with the stations’ number 

Links: 

This activity is based on the interactive tour of Ellis Island created by scholastic.com (cf. 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour). You can find the relevant audio files by the 

following these links: 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop2.htm#tab3-content (Step 2) 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop10.htm#tab3-content (Step 10) 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

15’ Teacher names topic and shows a picture of the 
Statue of Liberty. She/he then asks students to 
explain what they know about the statue and/or 
immigration to the US. 
 

Picture of Statue of Liberty  

5’ Teacher explains procedure (cf. worksheet 1) and 
explains that they will learn about the different steps 
of the immigration process. 
Teacher assigns students to different stations where 
they can begin.  
Teacher reminds the learners that they can make the 
assignments in any order and do not have to walk to 
no. 2 after having finished no. 1. 
 

Copies of worksheet 
One can circle the number of the 
step where the students have to 
begin on the worksheet to save 
time. But be careful: Steps 3&4 
are dealt with at the same work 
station. 

ca. 120’ Students start at the assigned station and after 
finishing move on to another station.  

Assignments 
For each step arrange a small 
“island” or “station” with two-
three desks. Put the worksheets 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour)
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop2.htm#tab3-content
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop10.htm#tab3-content
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on these desks and add a small 
sign with the number. For steps 2 
and 10 you also need computers 
to play the audio files.  

ca. 60’ Students write interviews with an immigration officer. 
They can also write from the immigrants’ perspective 
or you can assign specific roles (e.g. a rejected 
immigrant on her/his way home etc.) 

 

 
  



COME ! MOBILITY - An Erasmus+ Partnership 

- 29 - 

    

The Ellis Island Experience: assignments 
 

The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 1: The Passage  
 
Write down reasons why the trip to New York was so difficult for many immigrants. Use information from the 
text and the pictures. 

Most of the immigrants who came to America through Ellis Island were from eastern and southern Europe. 

In many cases, they came to escape the poverty and religious intolerance that existed in small towns in 

countries such as Italy, Poland, and Russia. 

They began their journey to America on foot, horseback, or train. Many trekked hundreds of miles across 

Europe to get to a seaport. When they arrived at the coast, they boarded a steamship. 

The trip across the Atlantic Ocean lasted one to two weeks. Often the sea was rough and people would get 

sea sick. 

The ships divided passengers by wealth and class. First- and second-class passengers stayed in staterooms 

and cabins. But most people were in third class, called "steerage." Steerage was a large, open space at the 

bottom of the ship with only a few windows. Most people slept in these large spaces with tens of other 

passengers with whom they also shared a bathroom.  

As many as 3,000 people crowded the ships. They often came from different countries, spoke different 

languages, and belonged to different religions. 

 
 

 
 
Emigrants en route to a harbor. 

 
 
On board a steam ship travelling to the US. 

 
Text from: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop1.htm#tab2-content 
Photos: The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, NPS. 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 2: The Arrival 
 
Lawrence Meinwald who was born in 1914 arrived at Ellis Island in 1920. In this interview he describes his 

trip to the US and the moment when he first saw the Statue of Liberty. 

 

a) First write down these words on your word list. 

bunk bed  narrow bed, sometimes they are stacked on top of another bunk 

denomination  German: Konfession 

gull   bird who lives near the sea  

kosher   special way of producing food, based on strict religious rules for Jews 

 

b) Listen to the interview and write down what he says about food on board his ship. 

c) Describe Lawrence’s and the other passengers’ to seeing the Statue of Liberty. 

d) Try to explain why Lawrence, even decades later, still gets very emotional when talking about his 

arrival in the US: 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Steps 3&4: The Baggage Room and the Stairs to the Registry Room 
 

a) Many immigrants did not want to leave their luggage in the baggage room. Try to explain why. 
b) Explain what the officers wanted to find out by making the newcomers climb a flight of stairs to the 

registry room. 

Officers wearing uniforms greeted the ferryboat as it docked at Ellis Island. They shouted and motioned to 

the passengers to walk down the gangplank to the main building. The officers passed out numbered identity 

tags. The people who did not speak English were often unsure what the officers were saying. The 

commotion was overwhelming. Men, women, and children struggled off the boat carrying trunks, cloth sacks, 

and suitcases. They followed one another along a path and entered the imposing red brick building. 

Wearing their numbered tags, the immigrants entered the Baggage Room on the building's ground floor. 

They had leave their precious belongings here until their inspection was done. Next, the immigrants went 

upstairs to the Registry Room. That is where the medical and legal inspections took place. 

The immigration process already began on the winding stairs that led to the Registry Room. Doctors stood 

on the second floor and watched each person.  

 

 

 
 
Immigrants leaving the ferryboat with their 
luggage. 

 
 
Immigrants on the stairs to the Registry 
Room. (BTW: I cannot really explain why 
they are still having so much luggage.) 

Text from: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop1.htm#tab3-content 
Photos: The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, NPS. 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 5: The Registry Room  

Summarize the function of the Registry Room in one or two sentences. 

 

The Registry Room was nicknamed the Great Hall because it is so big. The large rectangular room is 200 

feet (ca. 61m) long and 102 feet (ca. 31m) wide. Many immigrants had never seen such a large indoor 

space. 

The waiting area in the Great Hall had long metal 

rails that helped keep an orderly line as people 

went through the medical and legal inspections. 

The noise in this room could be intense. The 

sounds of thousands of voices bounced off the 

vaulted ceilings. 

Officials in the Great Hall decided whether each 

person could enter the country right away or 

whether that person's case required further 

attention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text from: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop1.htm#tab5-content 
Photo: The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, NPS. 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 6: The Medical Exam 
 

a) Read the text and write down what kind of illnesses the officers at Ellis Island wanted to find. 
b) Write down what happened to immigrants who were diagnosed with a serious illness. 
c) Try to match the letters, which were written on people’s clothes with chalk, to the following medial 

conditions. 
 

back – conjunctivitis - definite signs of a mental disease – face – feet – lungs – pregnancy 
- suspected mental disease – trachoma  

 

The doctors at Ellis Island developed a system to identify immigrants who needed medical attention. The 

first test was a "six-second physical." A uniformed doctor looked for any signs of illness or contagious 

diseases. The doctor noted whether the immigrants limped or were short of breath, if their eyes were red, if 

they acted strange or seemed otherwise “abnormal “. 

 

From 1903 to 1914, immigrants were checked for trachoma, a contagious eye disease. Doctors used a tool 

called a buttonhook to lift a person's eyelid to look for the disease. The buttonhook was a well-known and 

feared part of the immigration process. People with trachoma were often sent back to their home countries. 

If someone was considered a risk to the public health, his or her clothes were marked by a piece of chalk 

with an identifying letter. An "X" denoted insanity. A "P" denoted pulmonary (lung) problems. Immigrants 

who were marked were taken out of the line and kept for further examination. Sometimes ill immigrants 

were taken to a hospital on the island where they could be cured. Immigrants who passed the six-second 

exam continued through the maze of metal rails toward the far end of the hall for the legal inspection. 

 

  



COME ! MOBILITY - An Erasmus+ Partnership 

- 34 - 

    

The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 7: The Legal Inspection 

Each arriving steamship's crew gave officials at Ellis Island a list of names of the passengers onboard. The 
manifest, as this list was called, had the name and a description of each passenger. One by one, the 
passengers were called forward to speak with a uniformed inspector seated on a tall stool behind a high 
desk. Interpreters helped the immigrants communicate. The immigrants had to answer the questions you see 
below and then the officer decided if the immigrant could enter the US or not.  
 
Read the questionnaire from 1910 with which immigration officers tried to find out if someone would make a 
good US citizen. Then write down three questions you find sensible (vernünftig) and three questions you find 
strange. You must have at least two examples from the bottom third.  
 

1. What is your name? 
2. How old are you? 
3. Are you male or female? 
4. Are you married or single? 
5. What is your occupation? 
6. Are you able to read and write? 
7. What country are you from? 
8. What is your race? 
9. What is the name and address of a relative from your native country? 
10. What is your final destination in America? 
11. Who paid for your passage? 
12. How much money do you have with you? 
13. Have you been to America before? 
14. Are you meeting a relative here in America?  Who? 
15. Have you been in a prison, almshouse, or institution for care of the insane? 
16. Are you a polygamist?  Are you an anarchist? 
17. Are you coming to America for a job?  Where will you work? 
18. What is the condition of your health? 
19. Are you deformed or crippled? 
20. How tall are you? 
21. What color are your eyes/hair? 
22. Do you have any identifying marks? (scars, birthmarks, tattoos) 
23. Where were you born? (list country and city) 
24. Who was the first President of America? 
25. What are the colors of our flag? 
26. How many stripes are on our flag?  How many stars? 
27. What is the 4th of July? 
28. What is the Constitution? 
29. What are the three branches in our government? 
30. Which President freed the slaves? 
31. Can you name the 13 original Colonies? 
32. Who signs bills into law? 
33. Who is the current President of the United States? 
34. What is America's national anthem called? 

 
Source: https://ntieva.unt.edu/pages/about/newsletters/vol_11/issue1/questions.htm 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 8: Detainees 

Read the text and explain why Ellis Island was nicknamed “Isle of hope and isle of tears.” 
 
For most people, Ellis Island was the "Isle of Hope." But for the unfortunate few who failed the health or legal 

inspections, it was the "Isle of Tears“. Luckily, only 2% of the people arriving at Ellis Island were not allowed 

to enter the US.  

Legal detainees lived in a dormitory room on the third floor. They might wait a few days or even a month. 

Then their case would be reviewed in the Hearing Room and the final decision was taken. 

 

People who were detained for medical reasons were cared for at the island's hospital or kept in quarantine. 

Some were treated for weeks, or even months. Eventually, a Board of Special Inquiry would review an 

individual's medical report and decide whether to allow him or her into the United States or to send him back. 

Sometimes pregnant women were kept at the hospital and during Ellis Island's 62 years as an immigration 

station, 355 babies were born there while more than 3,500 immigrants died on the island. 

 

Steamship companies were responsible for taking back, free of charge, all emigrants who were turned away 

for medical and legal reasons. If someone under the age of 16 was turned away, a family member could also 

accompany that person home free of charge. 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 9: The stairs of separation 

Read the text and then explain why this staircase was divided into three parts. 

 

 

 

After the medical and legal inspections, the immigrants arrived at the top of another staircase at the other 

end of the Great Hall. This staircase had three aisles. Immigrants who were had to stay at Ellis Island for 

legal or medical reasons were often brought down the center aisle. People who were traveling west or south 

walked down the right side of the staircase. Those going to New York City or to the north walked down the 

left side. 

At the bottom of the stairs was a post office, a ticketing office for the railways, and social workers to help the 

immigrants who needed assistance. There was also an office to exchange money from their home country 

for U.S. dollars. No matter where they were going after Ellis Island, immigrants needed money. Exchange 

rates for currencies (sg: currency) around the world were posted each day on the blackboard. 
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The Ellis Island Experience 

Step 10: The Kissing Post 

 

An area on the first floor of the building became known as "the kissing post." It got that nickname because it 

is where family and friends waited for their loved ones. After months or years apart, they kissed and hugged 

and shouted with joy and relief. For the immigrants, the long journey and the immigration process were finally 

over. They were in the US. 

 

Listen to the interview with Estelle Belford who arrived on Ellis Island in 1905 at the age of five. She traveled 

to the US from Romania with her mother, as her father was already in America. While listening note down 

Estelle and her mother’s reactions to seeing Estelle’s father again. 
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The Ellis Island Experience: worksheet 1 
 
 

The US – a nation of immigrants 

Ellis Island 
 
Between 1892 and 1924 Ellis Island, located in the harbor of New York City, was the main point of entry for 
immigrants coming to the US. The immigrants usually arrived by steam ship and were then taken to Ellis 
Island by a small ferryboat where the immigration process took place. Ca. twelve million people entered the 
US via this island and it is estimated that around 40% of US citizens today have at least one ancestor who 
once passed through Ellis Island. After 1924 it mainly served as a place to detain immigrants and the facility 
eventually closed in 1954 before it was re-opened as a museum in the late 1980s.  
 
At the different stations you can learn more about the various steps immigrants passed after having arrived 
in New York. Please remember the following: 

• You can work on the stations in any order but you must start with the station indicated on this 
worksheet.  

• Add all the words in bold print to your word list.  

• Leave everything at the stations and do not write on the papers there but use your own paper. 

• Tick off the stations you have completed on the map below and then move on.  

• After having completed all the stations complete the exercise at the bottom of this worksheet. 
 

Map of Ellis Island Immigration Centre 

 

Now write an interview with an immigration officer who works on Ellis Island in ca. 1910. Include information 
on his daily work and the different steps of the immigration process. Also explain her/his feelings when he 
deals with the immigrants, especially those who are sent back. You can of course choose what her/his 
specific task is. Your text must at least be 1 ½ page long.  
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Activity File 08: Welcome to Ellis Island 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Welcome to Ellis Island 

Relevant subjects: Erasmus group meetings -every Thursday, 2-4 pm- 

Language(s): Spanish and English. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 10th grade. Time needed: 6 hours 

Product/Outcome: The Project Day. 

Material needed: markers, paper, disguises... 

Links: http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/novas/428-benvidos-a-ellis-island 

 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duratio
n 

Activity Points for 
preparation 

60´ We give a lesson to our students explaining the history of Ellis Island, the big 
Inmigration Center in the New York bay (using the material our German 
partners prepared). 
After that explanation, we explain our students the work we have to do till the 
project day, when we have to convert our school in Ellis Island, so that we 
will receive European migrants arriving to US. 
Finally, we give them the script to start investigating and working in the next 
meeting. 

 

240' 
 

The different groups prepare their work every meeting day in different rooms. 
They should make two products:  

1. a lesson to explain to their 8th, 9th and 10th graders mates the history 
of Ellis Island (22nd of May). 

2. The reception to our immigrants“ the 1st of June. 
The last 30 minutes we share our work to coordinate ourselves. 
 

 

70´ The lesson was taught during the first project day journey (22nd of May). 
In June, the 1st, our Erasmus students explained to their families and visitors 
the way they had to do as a European inmigrant of the late XIXth century, 
arriving at Ellis Island, the big Inmigration Center in the New York bay. 
Firstly, let them know the hardness of the trip in the steamboats which went 
across the Atlantic ocean, then the great emotion seeing the Statue of 
Liberty, the fear to pass every step they must beat to get the entrance in the 
US (legal inspection, medical control,...), and the absolut happiness in the 
Kissing Post... 
 

 

 

http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/novas/428-benvidos-a-ellis-island
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Activity File 09: The American melting pot 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title American melting pot 

Relevant subjects: History (or English) 

Language(s): French (can be done in English) 

 

Age group: 13-14, groups of 2 or 
3 

Time needed: 2-3 hours  

Product/Outcome: Posters  

Material needed: internet, sheets of paper, felt-tip pens 

Links:  

 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

15‘  Instructions : 

Students have to draw a poster about a famous 
American person born abroad.  

There must be on the poster : a short biography, 
his/her mobilities (map, diagram…), relevant 
illustrations, and Erasmus+ logo.  

It must be creative and attractive.  

 

. 

25‘ On the internet, students look for a famous 
American immigrant, they collect information on 
his/her life 

.  

1h20 or 
more 

Designing of the posters  
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Activity File 10: West side story project 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: West Side Story. 

Relevant subjects: Social Studies, PE, Literature, Music. 

Language (s): English and Spanish. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 16-17 years old (11th grade). Time needed900 minutes (20 

lessons). 

Product/Outcome:  

Material needed: computer, digital blackboard, mobile phones, wrapping paper, markers. 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

We have developed this activity during two months from different subjects and groups.  

In the Literature area have connected the study of Shakespeare (focused in Romeo and Juliet) with West 

Side Story (and the conflict between differen groups of migrants). Besides, our students have written a script 

to update the Romeo and Juliet's story. 

During four PE lessons they have made a coreography to show that script they have worked in Literature. 

The Music subject has cooperated with PE lessons to provide a music support to the coreography. 

Four students from the Erasmus+ Club have prepared a lesson to explain the historical and social context in 

which was produced West Side Story. They have made a wrapping paper great poster to show the historical 

context in the world and US; the migration history and the different migratory waves, and how affect to New 

York; and the social and racial conflict). That lesson consist of a 30 minute explanation to the 11th grade 

students. Then, they had a time to resume the key aspects by a short Kahoot quiz. 

 

The representation: https://youtu.be/DRtSNLaArpQ 

See next page the full description 

  

https://youtu.be/DRtSNLaArpQ
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Duration Activity Points for 

preparation 
   
90' During the Erasmus+ Club meeting four students 

investigated the West side Story first release year 
(1961).  
Furthermore, they started studying the different 
migratory waves to US, specially the New Inmigration 
wave (1880-1930) and the big migration after 1945. 

Computer. 
Teacher 15' lesson 

 
90' 

 
Second Erasmus Club meeting: they used wrapping 
paper to prepare a big poster divided in three different 
parts: 1961 (historical, social and cultural context), 
New York (the city rise and development), the social 
and racial conflict (focused in the film -West Side 
quarter-) 

 
Wrapping paper 
and markers. 

 
50' 

 
Our four Erasmus+ students give a class to show the  
West Side Story context. Then they resume the key 
aspects of their exhibition with a short Kahoot quiz. 

 
Computer and 
Digital Blackboard. 
One mobile phone 
each group. 
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Activity File 11 : The moment in life of a famous migrant 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic Title: The moment in life of a famous migrant 

Relevant Subjects: history, arts 

Language: national / English 

Age group: from 6 grade up / 12 yrs olds or older Time needed: 3 hours  

Product/outcome – poster + Powerpoint presentation 

Material needed: A1/A2 sheet of paper, pencils, crayons, paints, felt-tip pens, the Internet. 

The famous migrant history hunt -  Posters of different migrants who gained fame posted around the 
school building beforehand. 
 

 
2.  Description / Lesson Plan 

 

 
  

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

15‘ 
 
 

Giving instructions to students on what to look for in 
the Internet 
Students have to prepare a poster showing a moment 
in life of a famous migrant. 
They go on a poster hunt around school and pick 3 
different posters. They do a short online research on 
their life to expand their knowledge about the migrant 
and choose one who seems to be the most appealing 
to them. They deepen their research to find out as 
much as possible about that person.  
On A1/A2 sheet of paper the students prepare a 
graphic representation of an important moment of the 
migrant’s life or something that is associated with 
them.  On completion, a public presentation with short 
description takes place.  
 

 

20‘  Poster hunt  

45‘ Collecting the information on the chosen migrant  

1h Poster preparation                                                                                                                                             

30‘ Short Powerpoint presentation expending on the 
migrant’s life ‘ 

 

10‘ Story presentation  

 
The poster may focus on either one thing that is strictly connected with a given person or a situation 
from their life.  
 
Optionally if time and skills allow students may also / alternatively draw a short comic strip presenting 
an important moment in their migrant’s life.  
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Activity File 22 : Memorials of slavery 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: Places of Memory - Slavery 

Relevant subjects: History, Civics 

Language(s): native language 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 13-14 Time needed: 3 hours + work at home 

Product/Outcome: posters  

This activity cmes after a lesson on slavery and trade. You need to have talked about slavery trade  

Material needed: paper, felt-tips and anything useful for posters 

Links: 

 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

55‘ The teacher gives a list of slavery memorials in the 
three continents involved in French slavery trade.  

In pairs, the students choose one place of memory.  

In the computer room: they visit the official website 
oft he memorial they have chosen, and they collect 
info.  

   

List of memory places, see 
appendix.  

 at school They go on collecting info.   

55‘ They present their results and start thinking of their 
poster. They list the material they will need 

 

55‘( or at 
home) 

They design their posters  

55‘ The students design their posters, and present 
them to the class. They explain their choice.  
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Activity File 13:  Working on Spielberg’s Amistad 
  

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: Analysis of Spielberg’s film Amistad 

Relevant subjects: History, English, Civic education 

Language(s): native language 

This is part of a long sequence on slavery and slave trade. It activity can be followed by the activity on 
Memorials of slavery 

Age group: 13-14 Time needed: 3 hours 

Product/Outcome: worksheet 

Material needed: DVD + video projector  

Links:  

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

3 x 55 min Projection of the film.  

Then the students work on the questionnaire.  
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Activity File 14 : Refugees workshop 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title : What would you do? (What is it like to be a refugee in the 21st Century ?) 
 

Relevant subjects: English and Social Studies. 

Language(s): English. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 9th and 10th grade. Time needed: 3 hours. 

Product/Outcome: PPT presentation. 

Material needed: internet and projector. 

Links: http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/44-noticias/fila1/381-taller-de-refuxiados-erasmus 

 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duratio
n 

Activity Points for preparation 

60´ After a first introduction to the refugees drama (some 
life´s testimony can help. Besides, we provide ways to 
get the information they need) we explain to the 
Erasmus group that they should give a lesson to their 
9th and 10th grade mates. 

 

60´ 
 

They will prepare the lesson by peers. The PPT file 
can help them to develope the class (three teachers 
will answer their doubts during the lesson design 
process). 

 

60´ The Project Day our Erasmus group will give a 40 
minutes lesson to their 9th and 10th grade mates 
during the English class.  
Then, they will answer all the questions their mates 
need to solve. 

 

 
  

http://ciamariasantiago.org/index.php/gl/44-noticias/fila1/381-taller-de-refuxiados-erasmus
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Final powerpoint presentation 
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Activity File 15: A migrant’s pledge - Tamata 
 

1. General Information 

 

Topic/Title: Tamata 

Relevant subjects: Civic education 

Language(s): native language 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 11-14  Time needed: 1 hour 

Product/Outcome:“ tamata“.  

Tamata are “a form of votive offering or ex-voto used in the Eastern Orthodox Churches, particularly 
the Greek Orthodox Church. Tamata are usually small metal plaques, which may be of base or 
precious metal, usually with an embossed image symbolizing the subject of prayer for which the plaque 
is offered ». (Wikipedia) 

This activity is inspired by the installation of a Greek artist, Kalliopi Lemos (see link below). This 
installation, called „pledges“, is a migrant boat recovered by tamata.“ Lemos' tamata have been used 
on a now abandoned boat which has been used to transfer immigrants. The tamata are handcrafted 
from drinks cans and are incised with the names, dates and places of birth of immigrants.“ „ 

Before the activity itself, you can obvioulsy have a lesson on migrants (maps, figures…) or organise a 
discussion based on newspapers‘ articles. It depends on how much time you want to spend on this 
activity, and if it’s part of the curriculum or not.  

Material needed: thick white paper, metal sheet for embossing (silver, copper, golden).  

Links: http://a-place-called-space.blogspot.com/2014/09/pledges-by-kalliopi-lemos.html 

 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

1h or 
more 

Students write a wish on a piece of metal (using a 
simple pencil). They paste their metal sheet on a 
piece of paper, and write their comments on the back 
(to explain their choice).  

They can write their wish in a foreign language, and 
add drawings, symbols… 

If you don’t have much time, you 
need to cut pieces of metal before 
hand (14 x 10 roughly), as well as 
pieces of white paper oft he same 
size. . 
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THE METAL 

YOU NEED 

  

EXAMPLES OF TAMATA 
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Activity File 16: A migrant’s suitcase 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: My suitcase as a migrant 

Relevant subjects: Civic education 

Language(s): native language 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 11-15 Time needed: 1/2 hour (explanation)+ 1/2 hour, another day (setting) 

Product/Outcome: a suitcase full of objects brought by the students.  

This activity is inspired by a suitcase exposed in the Cité of Immigration in Paris: This suitaces was 
given by an Indian migrant, Soundirassane Nadaradjane. It is the case he brought in 1972 when he 
left India to settle in Paris.  Before the activity itself, you can have a lesson on migrants (maps, 
figures…). It depends on how much time you want to spend on this activity, and if it’s part of the 
curriculum or not.  

If you have time, you can also study the story of the museum itself (the Palais de la Porte dorée was 
built for the 1924 Colonial exhibition).  

Material needed : a big suitcase (an old one out of salvage preferably), and personal objects the 
students will bring. A videoprojector to show the interview of Mr Nadaradjane. 

Links: http://www.histoire-immigration.fr/collections/soundirassane-nadaradjane-l-homme-la-valise 

 

2 Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

1/2h  The teacher shows Nadaradjane’s short interview, 
and can show as well different kinds of objects that 
migrants gave to the museum.  

The teacher asks the students to bring an object they 
really care for, a souvenir of their family/country…No 
phones !! (we said that what matter are not phones 
themselves, but what you keep inside : pictures…). 
They have to imagine they will never go back home.  

Bring an empty suitcase 

1/2h The students put their objects in the case, and write 
short texts explaning whay they chose this or that.  
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Activity File 17: Migratory words in French language 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: Migratory words 

Relevant subjects: French 

Language(s): native language 

We did the same kind of activity in an English lesson. The students had to find English words with a 
French origin  

Age group: 11-12 Time needed: 2 hours (or 1 hour if students work at home) 

Product/Outcome: Posters illustrating the etymology of a word of their own language that has a 
foreign origin.  It shows that our languages have been deeply influenced by human migrations and 
exchanges. Posters can be very simple, or more elaborate: it depends on the time you can spend on 
this activity) 

Material needed: sheet of paper, felt-tips, anything useful to design a poster  

Links:  

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

1h  Students look for French words that have been 
directly borrowed from a foreign language (using 
internet, dictionaries…). This can be done at home 

. 

1h Students design posters illustrating one of the words 
they found.  

They write a very short text about the history of this 
word: origine of this word, date of its first use in the 
French language, possible difference between its 
first meaning and its meaning in French 
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Activity File 18 :  Words of Foreign Origin in Polish 
  

1. General information 
 

Topic Title: Words of Foreign Origin in the national language 

Relevant Subjects: national language classes / Polish language class 

Language: national Polish/ English 

Age group: from 5 grade up / 11 yrs olds or older Time needed: 2,5 hours 

Product/outcome – poster / Powerpoint presentation 

Material needed: A1/A2 sheet of paper, small post-it notes in different colours, felt-tip pens, the 
Internet, a computer with Powerpoint installed, or similar, if done in electronic version 

For centuries the Polish language, as well as other national European languages, has been constantly 
changing due to various foreign influences, absorbing new words and phrases into the everyday 
speech, or transforming foreign phrases or words into the Polish way and incorporating them in that 
form on the daily basis. The more the people travelled the richer the language became and the more 
educated the population was. All these language changes have had both economic and historical 
context as well as a cultural one. 
 

 

2.  Description / Lesson Plan 
 

Activity Duration Points for 
preparation 

15‘ 
Students have to prepare a poster with 30 
words of foreign origin which found their 
way into the national language. They 
have to check the time frame, place and 
reasons why they entered the language. 
They use post-it notes of different 
colours for each respective language, 
stick it the poster and adding short 
information on time frame and reason 
 

Giving instructions to students on what to 
look for in the Internet 
 

 

1h Online research on words of foreign 
origin, precise dates, places and reasons 

 

1.15‘ 
Students prepare the posters. Divide the 
words into categories, countries of origin 
and the period they entered the national 
language as well as include a short 
historical note connected with a given 
word. 

Designing the posters 
 

 

If done in electronic way, the idea remains the same but all the data is input in the Powerpoint 
presentation 
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Activity File 19: Origin of our family names 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: Where does your family name come from? 

Relevant subjects: Civic education - geography 

Language(s): native language 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 10-11 (year 9) Time needed: 1 hour 

Product/Outcome: one big map (or several ones if needed: zoom on the local area/ other parts oft he 
word…° 

Material needed: one computer for each kid (10 minutes, no more), one big map (already made) 

Links 

http://www.geopatronyme.com/ 

https://www.geneanet.org/nom-de-famille/ 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

25‘ Discussion : what is a surname ? what is the official 
register of births, marriages, and deaths ? When was 
it created, why, by whom ? etc … 

 

15‘ Each student looks for the origin of his/her own name 
(in fact the place where this name was the more 
frequent in the beginning oft he 20th C). 

 

15‘ Each student write his name on a post-it and put it 
on the map 
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Activity File 20: Better clothes 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Students learn about the conditions under which most of the clothes sold in Europe are 

produced and sew their own accessories and/or clothes using clothes they no longer need. 

Relevant subjects: Civics, Geography, Arts 

Age group: 10-18 Time needed: ca. two days + presentation 

Product/Outcome: handmade accessories and/or clothes 

Material needed:  

- needles, yarn, cloths, zippers, buttons, sewing machine(s), scissors etc. 

- sewing patterns 

- computers (optional) 

Links: 

https://www.global-standard.org (GOTS homepage) 

 

2. Description 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

Day 1 Teacher and students discuss the conditions under 
which “fast fashion“ for Primark, H&M, Zara etc. is 
produced. Possible question: 
“How can a T-shirt be sold for as little as € 2,99 ?“ 
Teacher writes down the answers on the blackboard. 
If there is enough time, students can also do some 
research online. 
 
Result: Such low prices are only possible due to 
unsustainable and/or unfair methods of production 
which harm people and the environment. 
 

Here, you can also refer to the 
results of our activity “Clothes 
and their carbon footprint”. 

 Students sew an envelope for a rectangular object (e.g. 
a cool-pack or a phone) using cotton cloth produced in 
a sustainable way. 
 

This first activity helps teachers 
to assess students’ sewing 
abilities.  

Day 2 Students learn about the “Global Organic Textile 
Standard” (GOTS, s.a.) and its regulations concerning  

- the growing of raw materials (e.g. cotton) 
- the production of clothes 
- transport 
- trade 
- clothes’ life-cycle  

Students can research online and write down the 
differences to the production methods of clothes sold at 
Primark etc. 
 

computers (optional) 

https://www.global-standard.org/
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They can also be asked to find shops and/or brands 
adhering to these standards (e.g. Armedangels, 
Recolution etc.) 

 Students produce their own clothes and/or objects 
using existing sewing patterns or patterns they create 
themselves. In so doing they use old clothes they no 
longer wear to create new things, e.g. an old T-shirt is 
turned into a bag. These pieces can of course be 
adorned with new pieces of cloth, buttons etc.  
 

 

Day 3 Students display the pieces of clothing they have 
produced. 
 
NB: When students from the German school displayed 
their clothes during the project day many people wanted 
to buy some of the things. The students always 
explained that their products were not for sale which 
shows the high value these objects had for the learners 
. 
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Activity File 21: The carbon footprint of our clothes 
 

1 General information 
 

Topic/Title: Students create and conduct a survey with the aim of developing a better understanding 

of the conditions under which clothes are produced and sold. See appendices for results. 

Relevant subjects: Civics, Geography 

Age group: 13-18 Time needed: min. six hours 

Product/Outcome: posters with statistics and graphs showing different aspects of the production of 

clothes and its environmental impact  

Material needed:  

- computers, preferably equipped with MS Excel or similar software 

- posters 

 

2 Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

90’ Students develop questions for a survey to find out 
about the production methods of clothes and their 
environmental impact.  
Such questions could be: 

- Where do you buy your clothes? 
- Which criteria are important for you when you 

buy clothes? (price, colour, sustainability …) 
- Where was your T-shirt/sweatshirt … etc 

produced? (Check the label!) 
- For how long do you usually keep (wear) a T-

shirt? 
- Which brands do you like? 
- … 

The questions must be written 
down as all the students need a 
copy of the questionnaire. 

min. 90’ The students work in pairs and conduct the survey 
they have prepared at school (and/or other places) 
and write down the answers.  
 

 

180’ Students meet in groups and each group is 
responsible for the answers to one question. They 
have to produce a statistic/graph using “Excel” or a 
similar programme and to add images etc. to make 
the results more easily understandable (cf. examples) 
The finished graphs must then be printed out on 
posters.  
 

Students often have difficulties 
using “Excel”, it is also necessary 
to double check numbers once 
they are keyed in. 

 The posters can be presented to another group, 
during a project or simply put up in an exhibition. 
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Origin of our clothes 

Favorite shops 
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How long do we keep clothes ?  

CO2 Transports Emission 
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Activity File 22: Climate change and Economy for the 
Common Good 

 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Climate change and Economy for the Common Good 

Relevant subjects: Social Studies and Technology. 

Language(s): Galician and Spanish. 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 9th grade. Time needed: 5 hours 

Product/Outcome: presentation and exhibition with stands. 

Material needed: internet, paper, markers. 

Links: 

  

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

50´ We divide the class in four students groups. 
Every group receive a resume sheet about an item 
they should study: water, means of transport, 
packaging, residues, paper and batteries, energy, 
food. 
We explain them they must do two products: 

1. A 10 minutes presentation to your 
classmates. 

2. An experiment, poster, stand... they have 
to design to the exhibition about climate 
change and ecology we will do at the 
school. 
 

 

150´ 
 

We keep on working during the different subjects 
class time.  
We will do small lectures (10´) during the classes to 
explain important issues our students should learn: 
rogue economy, fair trade, environment damages, 
negative corporate externalities, consumerism and 
greenhouse effect. 
 

 

50´ Every group will have a stand in the Exhibition and 
explain to 7th and 8th graders its work. 
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Activity File 23: Globalization: the story of jeans 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: “Story of the blues , le voyage d’un jean“ : Globalization 

Relevant subjects: Civic education - geography 

Language(s): native language 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 13 (year 9) Time needed: 2 hours at least (not the same day) 

Product/Outcome: posters or mind maps.  

This activity is from a leaflet written by a French NGO : CCFD-Terre Solidaire. We did not experiment 
the whole activity which is described in the website,  we only used part of  their documents (« annexe 
1 », a text, and « annexe 2 »,  diagram. 

 Yet, if you click on the link, https://www.entraide.be/IMG/pdf/document_ccfd_carnet_voyage.pdf  

you will have access to the whole exercise, that includes maths.  

Material needed: computer + videoprojector, sheet of paper and felt-tips  

Links 

https://www.entraide.be/IMG/pdf/document_ccfd_carnet_voyage.pdf     (whole activity) 

The text is a French short version of a longer and more difficult 2001 Guardian article : 
https://www.theguardian.com/g2/story/0,,497788,00.html 

You can find short films on youtube :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE47ZXXyFr4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmRWk-yFqZY 

For France and Germany : you can find interesting short videos on international trade on Arte. The 
progral is called « Product » : https://www.arte.tv/fr/videos/058860-001-A/product/ 

 
2 Description/lesson plan 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

15‘ The teacher shows the films on youtube   

10‘ Discussion with the students   

25‘ The students work on the diagram You have to download the 
documents and make copies.  

https://www.entraide.be/IMG/pdf/document_ccfd_carnet_voyage.pdf
https://www.entraide.be/IMG/pdf/document_ccfd_carnet_voyage.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/g2/story/0,,497788,00.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE47ZXXyFr4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmRWk-yFqZY
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5‘ They start to design their poster or mind map, and 
list the material they will need (bits of fabric, studs…) 

Paper, felttips, stuff to draw jeans 

55‘ Workshop on the posters or mind maps, 
presentation. 
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Activity File 24: Garbage monsters 
 

1 General information 
 

Topic/Title: Garbage Monsters 

Relevant subjects: Biology, Arts, Geography, Civics 

Age group: Years 5-9 (Ages 10-15) Time needed: 12 hrs 

Product/Outcome: Self-made puppets which are created with garbage and which feature in theatre 

scenes dealing with the problem of garbage in the oceans left by tourists  

Material needed: sticks, garbage (cleaned plastic containers, newspaper, cardboard…), glue, paint 

in different colours, brushes, wire, fabric, smartboard, ten computers with a working internet 

connection, puppet stage 

Links:  

https://www.planet-wissen.de/technik/werkstoffe/kunststoff/pwieplastikimmeer100.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJmWfYY3gJE 

 

2 Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

30 min The participants of the project get to know each other. 
Teacher asks the students to tell each other about 
their  

• plans for the summer holidays. 

• their favourite food on trips 

• what they would take to a picnic at the beach 

• the nicest/weirdest manmade object they have 
ever found in nature  

 

15 min Students watch a video about the problem of plastic 
waste in the ocean 
They collect questions about the topic of plastic 
waste. 

Smartboard with internet 
connection to stream the video. 

1,5 hrs Working in pairs students used the internet about  

• the connection between tourism and plastic 
waste in the ocean. 

• the impact the waste has on the oceans and 
their ecosystems. 

• how we can prevent plastic waste. 
Students present their results and try to answer their 
questions. 

 

6 hrs In groups of 4-5, students invent characters for 
“garbage monsters” and build their puppets on a 
sticker out of the garbage. 
While the paint/glue is drying the students invent little 
scenes for the puppets in which the “garbage 
monster” informs the audience about the problems 
caused by plastic waste in the ocean left there by 
tourists. 

Instructions and material for 
puppet building 
 
 

https://www.planet-wissen.de/technik/werkstoffe/kunststoff/pwieplastikimmeer100.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJmWfYY3gJE


COME ! MOBILITY - An Erasmus+ Partnership 

- 96 - 

    

3 hrs Rehearsals of the scenes Setting up of the puppet stage 

45 min Presentation of the scenes to other students  
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Activity File 25: Commuting patterns of fellow students 

 

1. General information 
 

Topic Title: Commuting Patterns of fellow students 

 

Language: national  

Age group: from 6 grade up / 12 yrs olds or older Time needed: 2,5 hours  

Product/outcome – poster  

Material needed: A1/A2 sheet of paper, spare sheets of paper, pencils, crayons, paints, felt-tip pens, 
the Internet,  

 
 

 
2.  Description / Lesson Plan 

 
Duration Activity Points for preparation 

15‘ 
Students have to prepare a 
poster showing travelling 
patterns to school of their 
fellow schoolmates with 
graphs refering to the distance 
they cover, the percentage of 
students using a given means 
of transport and the time they 
need to get to school. 
They start with designing a 
short survey with questions 
relating to their travel and 
interview the students at 
school to find out all the 
necessary data. 
 

Giving instructions to students on what 
to look for in the Internet 
 

 

20‘ Preparing a survey   

25‘ - depending on the number 
of students involved 

Carrying out a survey 
 

 

1,5 h  
 

Compiling the data, preparing the 
poster 

 

 
The time needed for this activity depends on the number of students involved as the tasks can be 
equally distributed among a bigger number of them and thus the time needed for the whole activity 
shortens.  
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Activity File 26: On the way to school 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: On the way to school („Sur les chemins de l’école“) 

Relevant subjects: Geography, Civic education 

Language(s): native language 

This activity was based on a film called „Sur les chemins de l’école“, available in English (On the way 
to school“), by Philip Plisson and produced by Disney. It shows kids in Kenya, India, Marocco and 
Patagonia, who have to walk to school and have to overcome many obstacles. If you can’t use this film, 
you can still rely on newspaper articles on this topic.  

Age group: 11-12 Time needed: 3 hours 

Product/Outcome: Work sheet, surveys, and a letter to local authorities, to ask for new layout to 
facilitate environmentally friendly means of transport (cycling, walking).  

Material needed: newpaper articles on how kids go to school in Africa/India etc… A video projector if 
you show a film.  

Links:  

2. Description/lesson plan 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

2 x 55 min The teacher gives out surveys about the way of our 
students go to school.  (See appendix).  

Then students watch the film (or part of it) and fill in 
the work sheet (see appendix).  

 

 

1x 55 min They write a short text about the differences between 
their lives and the lives of the children in the film.  
They get aware of how lucky they are. 

So, in the next lesson, the teacher can deal with 
education in the world, inequalities and the Rights of 
children.  

A small group of students wrote a letter to our Mayor 
to ask for the creation of a bicycle path, a « pedibus » 
and a safe place where parents can leave their 
children near school when they come by car.  
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Here is the survey we gave to students : 
 
 
 
 

 

COME ! MOBILITY 
 

 
On the way to school 

 

 
1. How long does it take you to go to school ?? 

☐ less than 5 min  ☐ 5- 10 min  ☐ 10- 15 min  ☐ 15- 20 min  ☐ 20- 30 min

   
 

2 How do you go to school ? 

☐ by car   ☐ on foot  ☐ by bike ☐ by bus ☐ other (rollers…) 

 

3 How far is your school from home ? 

☐ 1-5 kms    ☐ 6 -10 kms  ☐ 11 -15 kms  ☐ more than 16 kms  

 

4 Is it dangerous ? 

☐ very dangerous  ☐ not really, a little bit  ☐ not dangerous at all 

 

5 At what time do you leave home in the morning ?  

☐ between 7h and 7h30  ☐ between 7h30 and 8h ☐ after 8h 

 

6 At what time do you arrive at home in the evening (when lessons end at 17h) ?  

☐ 17h15 or earlier  ☐ between 17h15 and 17h30  ☐ between 17h30 and 

17h45 

☐ after 17h45 
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Part of the results of the survey 
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Activity File 27: European Car Parks and parking schemes. 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic Title: European Car Parks and parking schemes.  

Relevant Subjects: geography, nature class 

Language: national language class / English 

Age group: from 6 grade up / 12 yrs olds or older Time needed: c. 3 hours 

Product/outcome – Powerpoint presentation 

Material needed:  the Internet, a computer with Powerpoint or similar installed  

 
 

 

2.  Description / Lesson Plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for 
preparation 

15‘ 
Students have to analyse 
parking patterns in a few 
chosen European capitals, find 
out the location of the 
park&ride places, or similar, in 
the cities and focus on all the 
solutions designed by the 
authorities to minimalize traffic 
jams in the cities.  
They should start by preparing 
data on cars registered in each 
city and make a map of car 
parks with numbers of vehicles 
they can hold. 
 

Giving instructions to students on what to look 
for in the Internet 
 
 

 

1,5h 
 

Online research to collect the necessary data  

1,5h 
 

Preparing the presentation 
 

 

10‘ each 
 

Presenting the results  

 

If time allows, the task and the presentation may be extended by additional information on how the 
existing patterns influence the public tranport usage and what the cities do to boost public transport 
and encourage their citizens to use it.  
 
To do that, an additional 1h would be required.  
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Activity File 28 : Hot air balloons 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: „Hot-air balloons in 1870-1871 

Relevant subjects: History/ Arts/ Maths 

Language(s): native language 

 

Age group 11-12 + special 
needs pupils 

Time needed:  

1h for the making oft the basket 

1h for the making of the balloons 

72h more or less to let them dry 

1h at least to paint them 

1h : research on the pilots 

Product/Outcome: papier mâché balloons  

Material needed: : cf appendix 2 

During the war between France and Prussia in 1870/1871, after Napoleon III‘s defeat in Sedan, Paris 
was besieged. The governement, in particular the Home Secretary Leon Gambetta, and important 
people managed to leave Paris thanks to hot-air balloons. It allowed them to organise French 
resistance. Balloons were also used to carry letters, and to maintain links between the capital and the 
rest of the country. They were the only means of communication.  

67 balloons were used, and they conveyed 164 passengers; 381 pigeons, 5 dogs and more than 2 
million letters. Some never reached their final destination. Some landed in the Nederlands, in Belgium, 
and one even in Norway! 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

1h In maths lesson:  making of the baskets 1  

2h In art lesson: making of the papier mâché balloons.   

1h or 
more 

In art lesson: Painting of the balloons  

1h‘ In history lesson: presentation of the context (war, siege of 
Paris), research on the pilots and on the places where they 
landed.  
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APPENDIX 1: DESIGNING THE BASKET OF A HOT-AIR BALLOON  
 
The basket is a 7cm cube, with one side missing. You will have 5 squares in yout pattern, not 6 as in a 
regular cube. 
 
 Here are the 11 ways of designing a cube. To draw your basket, you need to suppress one side of your 
template. 

 
 
 
For instance, you can choose this pattern  
 
 
Then you need to add strips. You will put glue on these strips to build the basket. 
For instance:  
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Before building it, you have to decorate it. Be careful to the orientation of your faces, and to draw right side 
up.  

APPENDIX 2 : MAKING OF A PAPIER MÂCHE HOT-AIR BALLOON  
 
What you need :  

• Newspapers 

• Glue for wallpaper 

• Basin 

• Paint roller (small) 

• A rubber skin balloon 

• A bucket 

• Plastic thread (« scoubidou ») 

• Drawing paper  

 
What you have to do :  

• Blow up balloon and place in a large bowl or a bucket for stability.  
 

• Cut newspaper into long, skinny triangles. 
 
 

• Prepare the wall paper glue in the basin : mix the glue flake with the required amount of water. 
Leave it for a while.  
 

• Take the paint roller and cover it with glue.  
 
 

• Cover your balloon with ONE layer of paper. Cover with glue again. Let it dry. 
 

• Repeat the process three or four times  
 
 

• Let your papier mache dry completely. This may take around 2-3 days 
 

• When it’s dry, pop the balloon, peel the latex from inside the bowl and discard.  
 
 

• Tie 4 plastic threads at the bottom of the balloon, for the basket.  
 

• Then, paint your balloon.  
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In France 
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In Germany 
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Activity File 29 : Wilbur Wright’s flyer 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title:  Wilbur Wright’s flyer: making of models 

Relevant subjects: History/Arts 

Language(s): native language 

 

Age group: 11-15 Time needed: a whole day (at least !!) 

Product/Outcome: models  

Material needed: see below (link to the Nasa’s Wright brothers 1903 flyer model instruction  

This activity was done first with special needs students : they took their time and they all managed to 
do it. Then, on the Project day, the special needs teacher taught others students of all ages.  

The special needs students even built a big model of the flyer, with an engine and rotating propellers. 
It was exposed in an exhibition dedicated to the Wright brothers.  

Links: https://wright.nasa.gov/ROGER/1903model.htm 

 

 

Description/lesson plan :  

You will get all the instructions in the Nasa file. You need to find a kind butcher to get 
the clean foam meat trays, because it’s impossible to clean them up once they have 
been used.  
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Activity File 30 Japanese paper cranes 
 

1. General information 

Topic/Title:  Origami paper cranes 

Relevant subjects: History/ Civic education, Arts 

Language(s): native language 

 

Age group: 11-13 Time needed: up to you, a least 1 hour  

Product/Outcome: Origami paper cranes.  

Material needed : origami paper  

Links: http://www.hiroshima-is.ac.jp/?page_id=230 

https://www.origami-resource-center.com/sadako.html 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

½ h  The teacher tells the story of Sadako Sasaki  . 

½ h (or 
more) 

Students start to make origami cranes. One or two of 
them design a poster about Sadako to explain the 
activity.  

The cranes are displayed everywhere as universal 
symbols of peace. The more you get, the bette rit is, 
of course !  

Try to find an easy tutorial on the 
internet, to show it to the class.  

  

http://www.hiroshima-is.ac.jp/?page_id=230
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Activity File 31: Mythic trips and clay modeling 
 

1. General information 

 

Topic/Title: Trips in major ancient texts: The Odyssey, The Epic of Gilgamesh, the Eneid, and the 
Bible 

Relevant subjects: Litterature, History, Arts 

Language(s): native language 

For foreign languages only: 

Age group: 11-12 (year 7) Time needed: at least 3 hours 

Product/Outcome: clay reproductions of famous episodes from founding texts 

You can also produce maps to show the trips 

Material needed: a good amount of air-dry clay (self-hardening), plastic knives and any kind of 
modeling, cardboard, paint. It’s better to conduct this activity in an Art class, but we did it in the library. 

Links: 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 

 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

1h or 
more 

In French lesson: the teacher reads a few episodes of 
the Odyssey, the Iliad, the Epic of Gigamesh and the 
Bible (ex : Moses and the exodus from Egypt).  

The teacher can add other 
classical texts featuring travelling 
heroes, expeditions etc… 

In France, these texts have to be 
studied in year 7. 

1h  In History lesson: the teacher asks the students what 
they have learnt, and gives the instructions :  

Students are divided in groups of 4. They chose one 
episode that they are going to illustrate with clay. On 
paper, they prepare a first draft of their work, and list 
the items they can bring to improve their final model.  

 

2h or 
more, 

next day 

The students start modeling.  It’s better to have 2 hours in a row, 
for practical reasons (it takes time 
to settle everything and to tidy up 
afterwards). Yet, we did it over two 
days.  
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ULYSSES AND THE CYCLOP 

CHARYBDE AND SCYLLA 

1h (or 
less) 

The students write short captions to explain their work. 
They present their model tot he rest of the class.   

 

 

  

GILGAMESH’S EPIC 
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ULYSSES AND 

THE SIRENS 

THE 
TROJAN 
HORSE 
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Activity File 32: Europe on the dancefloor 
 

1. General information 
 

Topic/Title: Europe on the dancefloor 

Relevant subjects: Music, PE 

Age group: 10-16  Time needed: 14 lessons 

Product/Outcome: presentation of four different European dances, e.g. ballet, jumpstyle, sirtaki, 

jumpstyle,  

Material needed:  

- four computers with loudspeakers 

- flags of France, Greece, the Netherlands and Germany 

- YouTube tutorials for the four dances (s.b.) 

Links: 

tutorials sirtaki:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbmbSjeUrxc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlNtTMJAQpg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHE5cvR5A1E  

tutorials jumpstyle:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SafckZZ_bmQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOUXOhElBcY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92EHtMUKAns 

NB: During our project day this activity was conducted by four teachers so that each group was 

tutored by one teacher, but depending on the group size this project can also be carried out with 

fewer instructors. 

 

2. Description/lesson plan 
 

Duration Activity Points for preparation 

Day 1 
lessons 
1&2 

Teachers present the four dances which can be 
shown at different stations of the classroom and ask 
students to match the dances and the flags. 
Students choose one dance they would like to try out 
thus forming four groups. 

- videos of the four dances 
- flags 

lessons 
3-5 

With the help of the tutorials the students practise the 
dances. Depending on their abilities students can 
practise two to five combinations on the basis of the 
respective basic steps.  

- Ideally the groups ought 
to practise in different 
rooms. 

lesson 6 Students present their dances to the entire group.  

Day 2 
lesson 1 

Students revise their steps from the day before.  
The students form new groups in which there are 
learners who worked on two different dances. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbmbSjeUrxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlNtTMJAQpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHE5cvR5A1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SafckZZ_bmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOUXOhElBcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92EHtMUKAns
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lessons  
2-4 

In the new groups the students teach each other their 
dances so that eventually every student has practised 
two different dances. 

 

lessons 
5&6 

The students are assigned to groups for the final 
presentation and practise their show. 

 

Day 3 After a rehearsal the students present the four dances 
on a large stage. 

 

 

3. Appendix: Flags  
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Appendix 01 
 
 

A Guide book to Australia 
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Appendix 02 
 

Travel brochure on Scotland 
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