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It is almost 20 years now since Mr Paschalis
made his life decision to leave his country
and seek for a better future in a new
country. In his country, Albania, there was a
civil war that caused poverty and
uncertainty. His parents tried to survive but
young Paschalis who served the army at
that moment realized that he had no
prospects there. His friends were talking
about Greece and ltaly and it seemed that
there was a little hope for them to settle in
one of these countries. The most difficult
thing for young Paschalis was to announce
his decision to his family that he and his A o
brother were going to leave their country illegally and mlgrate to Greece. Although the
situation was very difficult, their parents knew how dangerous it would be for their children to
leave their country and go to a foreign place. For that reason, Paschalis and his brother left
their home one winter night without saying anything to anyone.

From that moment on, they lived an experience that they will never forget in their life. They
started walking for two and a half days having some few basic things with them, such as a little
food and water, until they reached the national road. Then by car they managed to reach the
borders between Albania and Greece.

Exhausted and frightened as they were, they entered Greece and started walking again trying
to reach a big town, loannina, in Greece. It was a big surprise for them that the people they
met in the Greek villages helped them by giving them food and water.

After a few days from loannina, in the north of Greece, they arrived in Athens and then by
ferry to Chios, an island on the eastern part of Greece.

Mr Paschalis recalls the moment that they arrived at the house where they were going to stay
and met the owner, Mrs Mary. She did her best to bring them food, water and warm clothes to
change after such a tiring journey. Mr Paschalis feels grateful for that lady and the hospitality
that he received from the locals.

Now after so many years, he and his wife Mrs Evi and their daughters, Alexandra and Mary
(students in our school), feel at home. He has never regretted making his decision to leave his
country and come to Greece. He works here and his daughters were born in Chios. His advice
to them is to educate themselves and learn foreign languages and the most important to
respect the people they live with, no matter what nationality or colour they are.

He never stops loving his country and keeps visiting their relatives there but he feels that he
belongs to Chios now and is happy for that.
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O kUpLo¢ NaoxaAng ("Evag petavaotng ano tnv AABavia)

‘Exouv mepaocel 20 mepinou Xpovia amnod TOTE MOU 0 KUpLog MaoXAAng mrpe T MO CNHAVTLKA
anddaon ywa ™ lwn tou,dnAadn, va adnoel Tn xwpea tou,tnv AABavia,0mou ywotav eudUALog
TOAEUOC UE OUITOTEAECHA VO UTIAPXEL TtavtoU ¢Twyela kal afeBatdtnta.OL yoveic tou
npoonaBoloav va eniBlwoouv ald o veapog MNaoydAng mou UTNPETOUCE TOTE OTO OTPATO
KatdAafe OtL av €ueve ekel n {wn tou Sev Ba elxe kapld mpoomntiki.OL dpidol tou culntovoav
ylia tnv EAGSa kat tnv ItaAla kat ¢avotav OTL UTIAPXE MLo UKpn €Aida yla autoug va
£yKOTAOTABOUV O€ [LO amo QUTEG TIG XwPEC.To o SUokoAo mpdyua ylo To veapd MooydAn
ATAV Vo OVOKOLWWOEL TNV anodacn Tou OTnNV OLKOYEVELA ToU,8nAadr OTL auTOg Kat 0 adepdog
Tou Ba £deuyav amd TN XWPO TOUG Tapdvopa kol Ba petavactevav otnv EAAaSa.Av Kal n
kataotaon ntav moAld SUcokoAn,ol yoveig toug néepav moco SUcokoAo Ba rTav yla autolg va
nave o€ éva €€vo tomo.M’ autd to Aoyo o MaoxdAng kat o adeddog Tou Epuyav amod To oTitl
TOUG HLa KpU O XELLWVLATIKN VUXTA XWPLE VO TTOUV TIMOTA KAl G€ KAVEVOV.

Ano ekelvn tn otyun,€lnoav pia epmelpia mou Sev Ba Eexdoouv moté otn {wr Toug.Zekivnoav
Vo TIEPTIATOUV ylot SuoULon HEPEG €xovtag Mall Toug KAamola Baoikd mpdypata Omwc Alyo
dayntd Kot vepo,uéxpt mou €dptacav otnv €Bvik 060.MeTd pe autokivnTo Katddepav vo
¢dtaocouv ota cuvopa tng AABaviag pe tnv EAGSa.

E€avtAnuévol kat dpoPlopévol kabBwe NTav,unrkav otnv EAAGda kat ekivnoav va mepnatouy
€ava péxpl va ptacouv oe pla peydAn eAnvikn moAn,ta lwavvivo Htav peydAn €kAnnén yua
ouTtoUG va BAETTOUV OTL OL KATOLKOL OTO HLKPA EAANVIKA XwpLd Toug BonBoloav Sivovtag Toug
daynto kat vepod.Meta amo Alyeg pépeg amnod ta lwavvwva,ota Bopela tng EMadagédtaocav
otnv ABrva kot peta pe mAoio otn Xio, éva vnol ota avatoAkd tng EAAGdag.

O k. MNaoxdAng Bupdrtol Tn OTWUR TIoU €PTaCAV OTO OTITL MOU apyoTepa Ba €upevav Kat
ouvavtnoav tnv eloktrpla tou, TNV K.Maipn. Ekelvn €kave O,TL LMOPOUCE yLa va TouG PEPEL
dayntod,vepd kat {eotd polXa yla va oANGEOUV HETA amd €va TG00 KOUPAOTIKO Taidl.O k.
MaoxAaAng atoBdavetal euyvwuoolvn yla TNV Kupla Maipn kat yia t ¢hoevia mou &€xOBnke
Qo TOUG KATOLKOUG.

JAUEPA UETA Ao TOOW XPOVLA,AUTOC KOL N yuvaika tou n K EON kot owvkopeg toug AAe€dvtpa
kal Maipn(nabntpleg tou oxoAelou pag) atocBavovral tn Xio cav matpida toug.Moté &¢
HETAVIWOE TIOU THPE TNV amnddaon va adAoel T Ywpa TOu Kol va €pBeL otnv
EANaSa.Epyaletal edw Kal oL KOPEG TOug lval yevvnuéves edw, otn Xio.H cupBouAr tou oe
QUTEC lval va popdwBouv Kal va pabouv £Eveg YAWOOEG KOL TO TILO CNUOVTLKO va g€Bovtal
TOUG €QUTOUC TOUG KOl TOUG avBpwToug mou potpalovral Tov idlo Tomo,xwpic va Aoyaplalouv
€0vikdTNTA N XPWHO.

Moté && OTOUATNOE VO Ayamd T XWPA TOU KOL CUXVA ETMLOKETTETOL EKEL TOUG OUYYEVELG Al
aloBdvetal OtL avnKel otn Xio Twpa Kal ivat xapoUevog yU auTo.
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