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O alta lume, aceeasi oameni

Pentru nimeni nu este usor sa traiasca departe de casa, mai ales
in vremuri tulburi. Impinsi de asteptari diferite fati de ceea ce
existd "acasd", obligati de lipsuri, nevoi, de dragostea pentru
familii si de o viata care ofera alte perspective, unii oameni aleg
sd emigreze, fara a se uita in urma.

Matusa mea si cea mai bund prietend a ei au plecat din tara cu
9 ani in urma. In vremea aceea aveam 8 ani si tot ce imi amintesc
este faptul ca abia asteptam sa le vad, sa vina la mine cu cadouri
si sd imi spund povesti despre ,,Jumea de afard”, care parea uneori
complet diferitd de “lumea mea”. Eram fascinata de povestile lor.
Cu toate acestea, timpul petrecut impreund se scurgea repede si
momentul Tn care trebuia sa ne ludm la revedere era cumplit de
dureros. Desi stiam ca le este bine, ma gdndeam cu groaza ca nu o
sd le mai vad luni bune.

In timp am inceput si mi obisnuiesc cu aceste lungi despartiri si in 2013, alaturi de parinti,
le-am facut pentru prima data o vizitd in Bruxelles, Belgia. Atunci am realizat ca povestile chiar
erau despre o lume reald, in care nu totul este perfect, dar in care oamenii pot gasi nenumarate
satisfactii. Am aflat ca fiecare tard are minusurile ei, ca trebuie sa muncesti mult pentru un job
bine platit, pe care, de altfel, 1l gasesti destul de greu, chiar dacd esti bine pregatit. De
asemenea, am inteles cd existd si momente in care le este dor de tara si de familie, cu toate ca s-
au integrat foarte bine si au multi prieteni acolo, multi dintre ei tot romani. Mi-au spus ca
niciodatd nu au fost tratate de straini “altfel” si ca se simt bine: “Este o societate deschisa cdtre
alte culturi si toleranta. Bruxelles-ul este un oras ’international”, in care poti usor sa
interactionezi cu oameni veniti din toatd lumea. Asta §i datorita prezentei institutiilor europene
si internationale. Exista o calitate a vietii cotidiene care nu poate fi neglijatd: acces la servicii
medicale de calitate, respect in relatia autoritdtilor cu cetatenii, posibilitatea de a alege ntre
diferite tipuri de invatamant (laic, privat, public, religios, belgian, international),
multiculturalismul care se vede ca a modelat “‘frumos” relatiile sociale ”,spune matusa mea, iar
prietena ei completeaza: “Oamenii sunt foarte toleranti si civilizati. Se respectd reciproc,
respectd regulile comunitatilor din care fac parte, exista un sistem medical deschis, protectie
sociald pentru oamenii care lucreazad, iar oamenii muncesc serios, cu responsabilitate. Sunt
insa si parti mai putin bune. Totusi, as vrea sa ma intorc in Romdnia, sa fiu cu familia, dar nu
pentru a lucra, ci doar la pensie.” Anii au trecut si matusa mea are o fetitd de 2 ani. Tatal ei
este de asemenea roman, stabilit tot in strainatate, unde a intanit-o pe matusa. Anul acesta am
fost din nou in Belgia si am ramas placut surprinsd cand am vazut cat de bine s-a adaptat cea
mici la cresi. Educatoarele de acolo sunt mandre de modul in care ea progreseazi. Intelege
romana, engleza, franceza si flamanda, fiind la o cresd in care se vorbeste in flamanda si
franceza. Cu toate acestea, este atasatd de familia ei, n jocurile ei spunand de multe ori ca
»pleacd in Romania”. Este vizitatd de rude si de prieteni de aici si se adapteaza cu usurinta cand
vine In tard. Sunt convinsa cd va crea o legitura puternici cu Romania, desi mare parte din
viatd, poate chiar toatd, o va trai afara.
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Another world, the same people

It is not effortless to live far away from home for anybody,
especially these days. All along of different expectations of
what exists “at home”, being obligated by the straitened
circumstances, needs, by the love and care for their families
and by a lifestyle that offers other prospects, some people
choose to emigrate, without even looking back.

My aunt and her best friend left the country to work abroad
9 years ago. At the time | was just 8 years old and all |
remember is the fact that | was waiting to see them. | was on
cloud nine when they visited us and gave me a lot of presents
and told me a lot of stories about “the outside world”, which
seemed to be totally different from “my world”. T was
fascinated by their stories. Despite all these, time spent
together was running out fast and the moment we had “to say
goodbye” was very painful. Even if | knew that they had a perfect life there, | was thinking with
some dismay that | would not see them again for a long time.

In time | have started to get accustomed with these long severances and in 2013, | made my
first journey to Bruxelles, Belgium, together with my parents. Then | realised that those stories
were about a real world, where not everything is perfect, but where people can find a myriad of
satisfactions. | found out that every country has its deficiencies, that you have to work much for
a well-paid job that you find at great pains, even if you are qualified for it. Of course, |
understood that there are moments when they miss their coutry and families, despite the fact
that they fit in well there and had hundreds of friends, most of them being Roumanians. They
told me that they were never treated ,,differently” by the others and they felt OK there: “It is a
tolerant society, open to other cultures. Brussels is an international city, where you can easily
interact with people coming from all over the world. And this is so because of the presence of
European and International Institutions. There is also a quality of life, that can’t be neglected:
access to healthcare, respect in the relationships between the authorities and citizens, the
possibility to choose between the different types of education (lay, private, public, religious,
Belgian, international), the multiculturalism, which has shaped the social relationships
“beautifully”, says my aunt and her friend adds: “People are very tolerant and civilized. They
respect each other, respect the rules of the communities which they belong to, there is an open
medical system, social protection for people who work and they work earnestly and with
responsibility. There are also bad things about living here. | would like to come back in
Romania, to be with my family, but not for working, just when I retire.” The years have passed
and my aunt has a 2 year-old daughter. Her father is also Romanian and is living abroad, where
he met my aunt. This year | went to Belgium again and | was very surprised when | saw that she
had adapted very well at the créche. The pedagogues from here are proud of the way she is
making progress. She understands Romanian, English, French, German and Flemish, because
she attends a Flemish créche. Despite all these, there is a connection between her and us, her
family, and in her games she usually says that she “Is living in Romania”. She is visited by
relatives and friends from here and she adapts easily when she comes to Romania. | strongly
believe that, even if she is going to spend most of her life abroad, maybe all of it, she will still
be able to create a strong connection with Romania when she grows up
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