Polish National Independence Day – November 11th
Background

In 1795, after the third partition of Poland, the country has lost its independence. The partitions were conducted by Russia (1772, 1793, 1795), Prussia (1772, 1793, 1795) and Austria (1772, 1795). An unsuccessful attempt at defending Poland's sovereignty took place in 1794 during the Kościuszko Uprising. Despite the victory at the Battle of Racławice, his ultimate defeat ended Poland's independent existence for 123 years.
Duchy of Warsaw, The Kingdom of Poland and 'Vistula Land' (1807-1915)

In 1807, Napoleon I of France temporarily recreated a Polish state as the satellite Duchy of Warsaw, after a successful Greater Poland Uprising of 1806 against Prussian rule. But, after the failed Napoleonic Wars, Poland was again split between the victorious powers at the Congress of Vienna of 1815 – (Russia and Prussia). The part under the Russian rule was called the Kingdom of Poland or Congress Poland. 

In 1830, the November Uprising began in Warsaw.  The young officers were joined by large segments of Polish society, and together forced Warsaw's Russian garrison to withdraw north of the city. The Uprising lasted seven months. After the defeat of Polish forces, the semi-independent Congress Poland lost its constitution, army and legislative assembly, and was integrated more closely with the Russian Empire.

In 1863, a new Polish uprising against Russian rule began. The January Uprising started out as a spontaneous protest by young Poles against conscription into the Imperial Russian Army. The insurrectionists were forced to resort to guerrilla warfare tactics and failed to win any major military victories. As a direct result, any remaining separate status of the kingdom was removed and the political entity was directly incorporated into the Russian Empire. The unofficial name 'Vistula Land', replaced the name 'Kingdom of Poland’. 
Getting the independence back (1916-1918)

The Kingdom of Poland was a proposed puppet state of Germany during World War I. During the first year of the war, German and Austrian troops quickly conquered the Russian Vistula Land – the former Congress Poland – and, in 1915, divided its administration between a German Governor General in Warsaw and an Austrian counterpart in Lublin.

A month before Germany surrendered on 11 November 1918 and the war ended, the Regency Council had dissolved the Council of State, and announced its intention to restore Polish independence (7 October 1918). On Sunday, 10 November at 7 a.m., Józef Piłsudski, newly freed from 16 months in a German prison in Magdeburg, returned by train to Warsaw. Next day, due to his popularity and support from most political parties, the Regency Council appointed Piłsudski as Commander in Chief of the Polish Armed Forces. On 14 November, the Council dissolved itself and transferred all its authority to Piłsudski as Chief of State. 
The End

In my opinion Polish Independence Day is the most important national day because of hard work, that my predecessors did to make our present country independent. I am happy that I live in an independent country, and I don’t have to worry about Poland’s future. My civic duty is to celebrate this day, because I have to thank my ancestors for making my country free.
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