P3 Activity — An excursion to the forest

Mia e€6punomn oto Adoog — Ta [TAatavdakiax

I TG avAayKeg Tou mpoypappatog “Biodiversity — Tommorrow’s Challenge”
ano¢paoioape VoL KAVOUKE TNV TIPWTN MOG EE0PUNGCT OTO MEPLOOTIKO §ACOC TNG
@eooalovikng. Alyeg LEPEC TIPLV TNV EKEPOUN ELXOUE TIPOETOLUACEL TOUG LABNTEG pOG
ylol TOV OKOTIO TNG EKSPOUNG HAG, O OTOLOG NTAV VA LEAETHOOU LE Ta SEVTpa WG
{wvtavolg opyaviopoUs Kal tov KUKAo {wn¢ Tout. MapakoAouBrioape Hikpd
VTOKLUOVTEP yLa To 600G, oLINTACAUE yLo Ta EAANVIKA Ao Kal Kavape Sladopeg
€py0oieg yla TNV BLlOMOLKIAOTNTA.

O Xxwpog o omoiog emNé€ape va emokedpTolUE WG dOVomwpLvr e€6pUnon RTav To
daoocg otnv neploxn MAatavakia - Natura tou Mavopapatog. To Navopapa eivat
TPOAOTLO TNG @ecoalovikng kat Bpioketal og amootaon 30 xA. anod To oxoAeio pog.
210 §A00C AUTO CUVAVTOULIE TIOLKIALEG KWVOPOPWV, OELEG, KAOTAVLEC, aslPpUAAWV
mAatupulwv, okAnpodpulwv, xoptoAiBada kal TOANA amod ta (6n TG EAANVIKAG
TIPOOTATEVOUEVNG XAwpidag. Emiong, oxnuatifovtal moAAd pépata mou SLatpéXouv
OAn TN SNUOTIKI ETUKPATELN KAl ATOTEAOUV LEPOG TOU PUGCLKOU TOU TTAOUTOU. ITNV
Koltn Twv pepdatwyv StaPlel, dwAlalel kal avamapayeToL GNUAVTIKOG oplOUoC eldwv
navidag. Mépav OUwWG TOU OLKOAOYLKOU TOUG XOPAKTAPA, ONUAVTIKOG £ival 0 pOAOC TToU
Stadpapatilouv Ta CUYKEKPLUEVA CUOTHUATA 0TV MPOANYN Twv GUCLKWV
kataotpodwv. O AOyoc YIVETAL YL TNV EAAXLOTOTOLNON TWV EMUMTWOEWY TWV
TIANUUUPLKWYV dALVOUEVWY, KOOWE TA PEUATIKA CUCTHUOTO AMOTEAOUV HECO
amoppodnong TWV MANUUUPWV.

Mo ouykekpuéva, n mavida otnv meploxn auth, AOyw Tn¢ YEVLKAC uToBAaduLong Twv
OLKOOUOTNUATWVY EXEL TIEPLOPLOTEL OTA TPWKTLKA, OTLG XEAWVEC, OTOUC Aayoug
(Lepuseuropaeus), otig alemoudeg (Vulresvulpes) kat otig mépdikeg (Alectorisgraeca,
Perdixaureaus) mou Blwvouv otLg aCIKEG EKTACELS yUPW ATIO TOUG OLKLOUOUG.
MAouola, og avtiBeon pe tnv mavida, eivat n opviBoravida Tng mepLoxng, Kabwg
aravtwvtal ToAAd 16N onwg: kapBouvidpng, kotoudacg, cukodAyog, KOKKLVOAaiung,
OTivog K.4., KaBw¢ Kol mTnva Kuvnyol (Yepakia, agToi K.AT.).

ZeKWVWVTAC Ao To oXoAelo, ol pabntég Atav edpodlacpévol pe paynto, vepo Kat Ta
KatdAAnAa povuxa yla e€6punon oto 8Aaoog. H petakivnon pag €ywve pe Aewdodopeia,
EVW UeTA TNV anofifaon pog ocuvexicape nelol wg Tov xwpo mou Ba pog
doevouog, ota «MAatavakia Natura». Ze auth TV Lkpn dtadpour cuvavtioaue
TIOAAEG BeAavidiég kat mevka. DTdvoviag oTo APKO , KAVORE OAoL pali eva
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SLaAslppa yia daynTto Kal opyovVWOoOLE TOUG Ladntég o opadec. H kabe opada
akoAoUBnoe éva povomartt To omnoio Eeklvouoe amo ta MAatavakia kot 06nyouoe Héoa
oto 8A00¢ Tou MavopApaTOC Kal O €va PEA. ZEKVWVTOG TO HLOVOTIATL TA SEVTPA TTOU
BAEMape AT evKa Kol KuTtapioota. Oco MANcLAlae POG TO PEUA E TO TIOTOLULAKL
AaAAale To ToTtio Kot amo nevka BAEMAUE va KUpLapXoUV Ta mAatavia. Ekel kavaue pla
otaon va paléPoupe pUANQ, KOUKOUVAPLA, KOPTIOUG KAl OTL GAAO Bplokape
evlladpEpov. Zulntrnoape yla ta £6n Twv SEVIPWV Mou L8aE, TA TAPATNPACALE KOl
Ta kataypayape. H emotpodn pag ywvotav amno to 1o povomatt kot akoAouBouoe n
eMOpevN TNV 6la Stadpoun. Etol akoAouBnoav 6Aol oL pabntég to (6lo povomartt Kot
otav OAeg ol opadeg ohokAnpwaoav tn Sladpopn CUYKEVTIPWONKAE OTO TIAPKO KOl
emuPBBaotikape ota Aswdopeia yla va enMoTpEYPOUE 0TO OXOAELO pag.

Tnv eNOPEVN HEPQ OL IEPLOCOTEPEG TALELC HE T UAAQ, T KAaSLA KAl OAa T GAAQ
OVTIKELPEVA oo TO §A00G, GTIAEOUE KOTOOKEVEG EVW KATIOLEC TAEELC EKavav TO SEVTpOo
— LOLOKOT NG TAENC. ZUINTACAUE YLa OAa OOQ TTAPATNPHCOLE KOL CUUTTANPWOOLE 0T
duToAoyLa TwV TAfewV Ta GUAAA oo ¢utd Tou dacoug tou MavopapaTod.

H entioken autn NTav pla povadikr eunelpia yia Toug HabnTtég pag aAAd Kal yLo Lo
Toug daokaAoug, ylati lowg NTav n mpwtn ekdpopr) mou pag Epepe TOOO KOVTA OTNV
aypla duon.

An excursion in the Forest — Ta Platanakia

For the needs of the "Biodiversity - Tomorrow's Challenge" program, we decided to
make our first excursion in the peri-urban forest of Thessaloniki. A few days before the
field trip we had prepared our students for the purpose of our field trip, which was to
study trees as living organisms and their life cycle. We watched short documentaries
about the forest, discussed about Greek forests and did various tasks about
biodiversity.

The place we chose to visit as an autumn excursion was the forest in the Platanakia -
Natura area of Panorama. Panorama is a suburb of Thessaloniki and is located 30 km
from our school. In this forest we find varieties of conifers, beeches, chestnuts,
broadleaf evergreens, sclerophylls, grasses and many of the species of the Greek
protected flora. Also, many streams are formed that run through the entire municipal
territory and are part of its natural wealth. A significant number of fauna species lives,
nests and reproduces in the bed of the streams. However, beyond their ecological
character, the role played by the specific systems in the prevention of natural disasters
is important. The reason is to minimize the effects of flooding, as the gully systems are
a means of absorbing floods.

More specifically, the fauna in this area, due to the general degradation of the
ecosystems, has been limited to rodents, turtles, hares (Lepuseuropaeus), foxes
(Vulresvulpes) and partridges (Alectorisgraeca, Perdixaureaus) that live in the forest
areas around settlements. Rich, in contrast to the fauna, is the avifauna of the area, as
many species are found such as: grebe, blackbird, goshawk, robin, finch, etc., as well as
hunting birds (hawks, eagles, etc.).



Starting from the school, the students were provided with food, water and the right
clothes for a foray into the forest. We were transported by bus, while after
disembarking we continued on foot to the place that would host us, at "Platanakia
Natura". On this short route we encountered many oaks and pines. Arriving at the
park, we all took a break for lunch and organized the students into groups. Each group
followed a path that started from Platanakia and led through the forest of Panorama
and to a stream. Starting the path, the trees we saw were pines and cypresses. As we
got closer to the stream with the small river, the landscape changed and we could see
plane trees dominating the pines. There we made a stop to collect leaves, pinecones,
fruits and anything else we found interesting. We discussed the types of trees we saw,
observed and recorded. Our return was made by the same path and the next followed
the same route. So all the students followed the same path and when all the groups
completed the route we gathered in the park and boarded the buses to go back to our
school.

The next day most of the classes with the leaves, branches and all other objects from
the forest, we made constructions while some classes made the tree — mascot of the
class. We discussed everything we observed and filled in the class plant lists with the
leaves from the plants of the Panorama forest.

This visit was a unique experience for our students and for us teachers, because it was
perhaps the first excursion that brought us so close to wild nature.













