Worksheet 1 

A safe place to land

1) Observe the picture and think about what it suggests you:

- Who do you see in the picture? (a man and a woman; a couple; …)
- What are they doing? (they are hugging each other; they might be dancing; …)
- How do they feel? (sad; in love; …)
- Why are they there?  (…)
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2) Read the song lyrics and try to fill in the gaps with the words missing. Then, listen to the song and check your answers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjEq-r2agqc 

In this proud land we grew up strong
We were wanted all along
I was taught to fight taught to win
I never thought I could fail
No fight left or so it seems
I am a man whose dreams have all deserted
I've changed my face, I've changed my name
But no one wants you when you lose
Don't give up
'cause you have friends
Don't give up
You're not beaten yet
Don't give up
I know you can make it good
Though I saw it all around
Never thought I could be affected
Thought that we'd be the last to go
It is so strange the way things turn
Drove the night toward my home
The place that I was born, on the lakeside
As daylight broke, I saw the earth
The trees had burned down to the ground

Don't give up
You still have us
Don't give up
We don't need much of anything
Don't give up
'cause somewhere there's a place
Where we belong
Rest your head
You worry too much
It's going to be alright
When times get rough
You can fall back on us
Don't give up
Please don't give up
'got to walk out of here
I can't take anymore
Going to stand on that bridge
Keep my eyes down below
Whatever may come
And whatever may go
That river's flowing
That river's flowing
Moved on to another town 
Tried hard to settle down
For every job so many men
So many men no-one needs
Don't give up
'cause you have friends
Don't give up
You're not the only one
Don't give up
No reason to be ashamed
Don't give up
You still have us
Don't give up now
We're proud of who you are
Don't give up
You know it's never been easy
Don't give up
'cause I believe there's a place
There's a place where we belong

3) Now you have listened to the song, think for a while:

- Why are they there? (they are a couple; they had to move to another land, …)

- Read the last two verses “I believe there's a place / There's a place where we belong”. What kind of place do you think they are looking for? (safe, where they both have a job, full of trees …)


4) Listen to the song again and draw a picture of the place the characters of the lyrics might be looking for. What does this place look like? 
(…)



5) Show your drawing to the class. Then compare it with this picture. Where do you think it was taken? What does it represent? (a migrating bird)

(extra info: it was taken in Sweden, in the Oset Natura Reserve)
https://www.orebro.se/download/18.1d8f9a39155628f7384168f5/1490877285361/Naturreservat+Oset+och+Rynningeviken+-+p%C3%A5+engelska.pdf
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6) “A safe place to land” is the title of the text you are going to read. 

Go through the text and find information on the following topics:

	Examples of animals that migrate

	(whales, reindeer, birds)

	Reasons for  migration


	(to optimise life opportunities)

	Conclusion and warning


	(we must adapt to the earth's carrying capacity, to each other – and to all other living creatures on this planet – or die)



A safe place to land

Migration - an ecological point of view
Something natural, which we share with many other animals. Whales that swim huge distances to seek food, to mate or to feed their calves. Reindeer that move between the forest land in the winter, to the calving land up in the mountains, in the summer. Birds that move between different continents, to find places to lay their eggs and incubate their young.

Why not stay at the same place?
To optimize life opportunities. To take advantage of different living conditions. There is competition for resources in nature and then we have to move.
The Silver Tern breeds in Sweden and moves to Antarctica in August. Next spring it will return to Sweden again. 96000 kilometers, round trip. It's a migratory bird! Many die along the way…

Other birds move shorter distances and some remain. They adapt to a harsh winter climate. Thicker plumage, eat what is found in the winter; seeds or small insects that hide under the bark of the trees. They are called resident birds. Many die of starvation or cold.

In nature, there is competition everywhere. Competition for food, place, a territory. A territory is able to host a certain number of individuals of the same species. This is called carrying capacity. A territory is an area that can be considered as e.g. the bird's own and which it defends. For a short time.
If there are too many in the same area, the carrying capacity is not enough and then the weakest die - or in the worst case, the entire population. Or they move to another area. They're migrating! Over time, the territories are changing, the boundaries are changing and the populations within the territories are changing. There is no everlasting, homogenous population of specific species. That’s essential to the idea of evolution itself.

How many people are there on earth? 10, 4 billion (2021) How much carrying capacity does the earth have? Is there room for all of us?
Yes, in fact, the earth can accommodate even more people than now. Depending on how we live! Now we live in a way that is not sustainable. Right now we need many more globes for it to last long term. Another question is that there are more than us humans on earth. Other species that also want to live here. We must get along!

Some parts of the earth are hit harder than others. It is no longer possible to live there. Then we migrate. It's completely natural, to optimize living conditions. But the alternatives are limited and they are becoming fewer and fewer - the bigger the human population becomes. And we compete for resources. We tend to protect our territories more and more aggressively. There is a myth that certain areas, or territories, belongs to certain groups or that certain groups are… special and never changing. As with birds and other animals, we as a human population are changing all the time and that´s the way it has been during all history. 10000 years ago, there were no humans in Sweden. We are all migrants or descendants to them!

The conclusion is that we must adapt to the earth's carrying capacity, to each other – and to all other living creatures on this planet – or die.  We have no other place to migrate to. When Africa becomes increasingly uninhabitable and there are more and more people there - then they have no choice but to migrate. Like the Silver Tern and all the other migrants on earth, they must find new habitats in order to survive!




7) Group discussion: What about you? What is your safe place? 
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