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After a brief introduction, the students were divided into small groups and sent to the centre 

of Bruges to make a description of two sculptures that would be suitable for blind and visually 

impaired persons. In addition, they had to take a couple of pictures.  

The first version of the description was done in Dutch. 

After the first drafts were corrected, the students had to choose their favourite sculpture and 

make a second version of the description in English. 

Finally, the descriptions were recorded.  

This assignment was done during Art history and English classes by 5 SW (sports and 

sciences): 

Yentl Berteel, Jasper Blancke, Thiemo Couwyzer, Dylan De Crop, Gilles De Keyser, Tine De 

Laender, Simon Lahaye, Emile Mattheeuws, Timme Mahieu, Wouter Poblome, Manon 

Sauwens, Lieselot Soetaert, Thibo Somers, Kevin Storme, Milan Termote, Simon 

Timmermans, Lea Vanhulle, Nianca Van Meenen, Berend Vercaemst, Nele Vlaeminck and 

their teacher An Desimpelaere. 

We would like to thank Mr. Joost Demuynck who introduced us to art for and by blind and 

visually impaired persons. 

 

Bruges, april 2016 

 

 

  



 

LIST OF STATUES and LOCATIONS 

 

1. Zeus, Leda, Prometheus and Pegasus visit Bruges – Jef Claerhout 

 Walplein 

2. The veins of the Convent – Giuseppe Penone 

 Oud Sint-Jan 

3. Fighting angels – A. Standaert 

 Arentshof 

4. Untitled – Pablo Atchugarry 

 Groeningemuseum 

5. A bouquet of flowers for Frank Van Acker – Depuydt and Canestraro 

 Dijver 

6. The lovers - Depuydt and Canestraro 

 Burg 

7. Papageno – Jef Claerhout 

 Theatre, Vlamingstraat 
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1. Zeus Leda Prometheus and Pegasus visit Bruges –  

Jef Claerhout 

 

The statue is titled Zeus Leda Prometheus and Pegasus 

visit Bruges and is made by Jef Claerhout. It is situated 

on the Walplein in Brugge, West-Vlaanderen and it has 

been made in 1982. 

Jef Claerhout is a Belgian sculptor. He was born in Tielt 

in 1937. 

 

The statue is a horse with wings, that pulls a carriage 

with a woman, a male driver and a swan in it. It refers to  

Greek mythological figures. 

Watch out if you approach the statue because it is 

protected by a kind of low bronze fence. As you step 

over it, you can feel the large bronze cone on the 

bottom of the sculpture, on which the work rests. The 

bronze cone is about as high as your belly. At the front 

of the work you feel a horse. The horse’s head is 

approximately just as high as your head. The horse is 

the mythological horse Pegasus and therefore has 

wings. His manes are upright and waving as if in the 

wind. The bronze feels hard, cold and smooth. If you tap on the horse, you hear a hollow 

sound. If you walk to the end of the horse you can feel a carriage with large wheels 

underneath. On this carriage you first feel a male driver who puts his left hand in the air. The 

man feels smooth and you can also hear a hollow 

sound. Behind the carriage you feel a woman leaning 

back. The woman is about as high as your shoulders. 

Her legs and arms are wide open and next to her is a 

swan. You will feel that the woman and the swan lean 

on each other. The woman feels smooth and the swan 

as well, except for its wings. If you rub your hands 

over the wings, you will feel a  featherlike structure 

with sharp edges.   

This statue was described by Lea, Nianca and Tine. 

 



2. The veins of the convent – Giuseppe Penone  

 

The statue is titled The veins of the convent and it is made by Giuseppe Penone. It was 

placed in the garden of Sint-Jan’s hospital in September 2006.  

The sculpture has  the form of a hollow tree bark in which a new tree grows. It symbolizes 

the circle of life. The sculpture is made of bronze and is 

about 4 meters high and about one meter wide. It is not 

thick just a few millimetres. 

Mind the step before you approach the statue. If you 

put your hands against the sculpture, you will feel a 

very rough texture. This is the case for the whole 

sculpture that reaches a few meters high. It feels like a 

real bark. If you tap on the bark, you will hear a hollow 

sound. This is because it has a hollow shape and there 

is a real tree on the inside. When it is sunny weather 

you will feel a lukewarm temperature. When it is a rainy 

day you will sense a cold temperature. If you go to the 

other side of the artwork you will feel the hollow inside 

of the bark like structure. On this side, you will feel the 

real tree that is enclosed by the bronze one.  

 

This statue was described by Lieselot, Manon and  Nele. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

3. Strijdende putti (Fighting angels) – A. Standaert 

 

The statue is titled Fighting angels and is made by A.Standaert in 1972. It’s situated in the 

Arentshof, between the museums Gruuthuse and Groeninge. The work of art is a copy of a 

statue from 1781, attributed to Pieter Post.  

 

The statue is placed underneath a pavilion supported 

by six pillars. It contains two naked, fighting angels, 

standing on a column. It’s made of marble which 

feels cold and smooth. You can feel that the two 

heads of the angels are situated at the top of the 

statue. The left angel is taller than the right angel. 

Both of them have a neutral facial expression and are 

a bit chubby. They have curly hair. The two of them 

are looking downwards. A bit further down, you can 

feel the right arm of the left angel grabbing the other 

one’s shoulder. At the same height but on the other 

side, you feel the wings of the angels. The left arm of 

the right angel ends at a toga that reaches the 

ground in between the angels. Going down even 

further, we reach their feet and the pillar on which 

they are standing. Between the legs of the left angel, lies a torch. Behind the angels there 

are two doves, with their wings spread, facing each other.  At the feet of the angels lies a 

case containing arrows.  

 

This statue was described by Dylan, Gilles and Wouter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Untitled – Pablo Atchugarry 

 

The statue is untitled and made by Pablo Atchugarry. He is born in Uruguay in 1954. It’s 

situated in Bruges at the Groeningemuseum.  

This statue is an abstract work of art. It is 

sometimes compared to the white sails of a ship.  

The sculpture is made of marble and feels cold 

and smooth. When you knock on the sculpture, 

you hear it is not hollow inside, it is a massive 

structure. The work of art stands on the ground 

but it is taller than us. When you stretch your 

arms above you, you can’t reach the top. If you 

start feeling from the left side you feel long and 

cold objects that are connected to a big volume. 

The statue has several openings that break up 

the monolithic structure. On your left side, there 

are two openings, one at the level of your hips 

and one slightly above your head. If you put your 

hand in the highest opening and move a bit to 

the right you can feel another volume which is 

wide above and gets smaller the further you go 

down. On the right there’s a third opening at shoulder level.  

 

This statue was described by Jasper, Thibo and Thiemo.  

   

 

  

  



5. A Bouquet of flowers for Frank van Acker-  

Stefaan Depuydt and Livia Canestraro 

 

 

The statue is titled A Bouquet of flowers for Frank van Acker 

and is made by Stefaan Depuydt and Livia Canestraro. It’s 

situated on the Dijver in Bruges. It was placed there as a   

remembrance for Frank van Acker, a former mayor. The work 

of art is made out of bronze and shows a bouquet of flowers.  

It’s difficult to describe the scupture because there are a lot of 

elements in a small area. So we will describe the statue in a 

general way.  

It stands on a little platform of about thirty centimetres high. 

On that platform you find a vase with a diameter of about one 

meter. This vase looks like a cylinder and contains a lot of 

flowers, about 20, but they are difficult to count. The vase 

feels coarse. The flowers have a small and smooth stem, that 

also looks like a cylinder. The top of the flowers is also very 

coarse with a lot of protrusions. These protrusions suggest the leaves of the flowers. These 

leaves stand on the tops of the stems. The whole statue comes up to your waist. It feels cold 

and it has a dull sound.  

 

 

This statue is described by Milan, Simon and Timme. 



6. De Geliefden (The lovers) - Stefaan Depuydt and Livia 

Canestraro 

 

The sculpture was made by Stefaan Depuydt and Livia Canestraro.  They are a married 

couple. The sculpture is made of bronze. It is some 2,5-3m high and it is located on ‘de Burg’ 

in Bruges. 

 

This sculpture represents a couple that is about 

to marry. This is a reference to all the couples 

who marry in the town hall at the other side of 

‘de Burg’. The man, who is standing left of the 

woman, is holding her hand. They are both 

dressed in wedding clothes. They look like they 

are about to have a very romantic kiss. The 

man is masked and the woman wears a long 

veil. 

 

Be careful as you approach the sculpture, as there is a stepping stone. The sculpture stands 

on a round pedestal that approximately reaches up to the knees. On this pedestal the word 

love is engraved in many languages.  

 

If you stand right in front of the statue, at the level of your 

head, you can feel the hands of the couple. Under the 

hands you feel the legs of the man and the woman. Their 

bodies are built up realistically so the proportions of the 

body parts are more or less correct. If it is possible to feel 

higher than the hands, one can feel the chest of the man 

and the woman. You probably can’t feel the heads of the 

couple because they are too high to reach. On the left side 

of the statue is the man, on the right side of the statue 

stands the woman.  

If you go to the other side of the statue, you can feel the 

legs and backs of the couple that form one whole. You can 

also feel the veil of the bride. It is a beautiful bronze veil that is blown by the wind.  

You can feel that the statue is made of bronze because it is cold to the touch. The surface is 

relatively flat, and if you tap on the work of art you will hear that it is hollow. 

 

This statue was described by Berend, Emile and Simon. 



7. Papageno - Jef Claerhout 

 

 

The statue is titled Papageno. It is made by the artist Jef 

Claerhout in 1980. He was born in 1937 in Tielt, Belgium. 

He is a modern  sculptor who makes sculpturs in bronze.  

 

The statue is situated in front of the theatre in Bruges, 

Vlamingstraat 29. It is a character from the opera “Die 

Zauberflöte” from Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 

Papageno plays in this opera a bird catcher. He is a 

man wearing bird clothes. The statue is made of 

bronze and you feel that it has a smooth texture. You 

feel immediately 

that it is cold. If 

you tap on the statue, you will hear a hollow sound. 

Because the statue stands on a pedestal, you will 

first feel his feet. You will notice that he wears 

sandals. When you follow his legs up, you will find 

out that he wears a broad belt. At the back of the belt 

hangs a bird cage with three birds in it. You will 

notice that he has wings just above the bird cage on 

his back. If you feel his right hand, than you will feel 

four trumpets. There is a bird on Papageno’s head, 

but you can’t feel it because it is too high. 

 

 

 This statue was described by Kevin and Yentl. 

 

 

 

 


