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THE STATUE OF HERCULES AND NEMEAN LION
The statue of Hercules who is fighting the Nemean Lion is the symbol of Policoro. ///
It is in bronze// and it was forged by a local artist, //Tonino Cortese, //who is well known in Italy.///
It is situated in the main square //which is named after the Grecian mythological hero,// Hercules,// to whom the town was dedicated by its first Greek inhabitants //in the IV century B.C.///
Hercules was a Greek hero,// son of the father of the gods, //Zeus, // and the mortal Alcmene. ///
Hercules is known for his many adventures, //which took him to the far reaches of the Greek-Roman World. ///
His  adventures became famous as  "Twelve Labours":///
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Slay the Nemean Lion.//
2. Slay the nine-headed Lernaean Hydra.//
3. Capture the Golden Hint of Artemis.//
4. Capture the Erymanthian Boar. //
5. Clean the Augean stables in a single day. //

6. Slay the Stymphalian Birds. //
7. Capture the Cretan Bull. //
8. Steal the Mares of Diomedes. //
9. Obtain the girdle of Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons. //
10. Obtain the cattle of the monster Geryon. //
11. Steal the apples of the Hesperides. // 
12. Capture and bring back Cerberus. //
The Nemean Lion was a vicious monster in Greek mythology that lived at Nemea./// It could not be killed with mortals' weapons because its golden fur was impervious to attack. ///
Its claws were sharper than mortals' swords// and could cut through any armor.///
According to the legend, //the Nemean lion took women as hostages to its lair in a cave. ///
The Statue is on a marble parallelepiped pedestal // two meters high, //just like as an adult. ///
The marble is hammered, //not smooth // but   rough //to touch.
The statue represents Hercules while he is strangling the Nemean lion.///
The  hero is about 1.80 m tall ,// young and naked, //with long hair and long beard. ///
His body is strong and muscular,  //following the classical tradition.///
The Lion is very well built,// strong and represented  dynamically in the fight.///
Both the figures are dynamic in order to convey the tension of this struggle between two extraordinary creatures. ///
They form a triangle: // the left side  is Hercules’ body who is leaning forward,// his left leg is leaning towards the lion// which is  the right side of the triangle.///
The Lion is pointing two of its paws against Hercules left leg //while its tail is touching  the ground. //
Hercules is strangling the lion with his bare hands, //it seems Hercules is hugging the Lion// which has its left paw on Hercules’ right arm.///
 Hercules, //indeed,// is grabbing it so strongly //that the lion, //despite its efforts,// does not manage to free itself from this deadly embrace.///
Both the figure are powerful and strong.///
The Greek hero succeeds in winning this terrible fight //but his face does not reveal any emotion or weariness// because the artist Tonino Cortese follows the principles of the Classical Greek Art,// according to which //the faces of the statues had to be expressionless to exalt and intensify the interior greatness of the creature they represented.///
