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LESSON PLAN: 
David by Michelangelo  
Florence: Galleria dell’Accademia 
 

SUBJECT: 
 HISTORY OF ART, Renaissance  HISTORY, 
PHILOSOPHY, IT. 

TOPIC: Renaissance sculpture in Michelangelo 

LESSONS: 
VISIT TO THE MUSEUM Timing: 1’30h 

ACTIVITIES IN THE CLASSROOM Timing: 1h 

LEVEL: AIMED AT STUDENTS 16-17 YEARS OLD 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 The lesson is split into two parts: 

 The first part consists on a visit to the Museum Galleria ell’Accademia, 

in Florence   http://www.accademia.org/it/  

 The second part consists of a series of activities done in the classroom after the visit to 

the museum. 

 
 

 

TEACHING AIMS 
 To present new ideas about Michelangelo sculpture. 

 To familiarize students with specific vocabulary related to the Renaissance art. 

 To discover the Symbolic value of Art. 

 To understand the  philosophical concept of Michelangelo vision of art . 

 To make students active learners: allow students to create, initiate, develop individual or 
collective activities or projects with creativity, confidence, responsibility and critical thinking. 

 To develop students enjoyment of  Renaissance art and of visiting museums. 

CONTENT 
 Michelangelo’s  relationship with the political and philosophical movements of Renaissance 
Florence 

 Michelangelo’s vision of sculpture. 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
STUDENTS WILL 

 KNOW: - Michelangelo’s vision and concept of sculpture. 

- The symbolic value and meaning of David. 

- Remember the events of Florence Renaissance History and relationship 

with the other countries. 

 BE ABLE TO: - Summarize in concepts (key words o or short sentences) the works and 

artistic attitudes which are displayed and explained in the exposition. 

- Focus, plan and summarize in images the historic context of 

Renaissance Florence. 

- Create a collage, graphics and plastic technique, to express the personal 

opinion by means of images. 

 BE AWARE OF: - How important is the individualistic  spirit and the artistic sensitivity, 

which is not always completely understood. 

- How difficult it is for the artist to express himself in a conflictive historic 

period. 

 

 

MANAGEMENT/PROCEDURE/ TEACHING NOTES 

LESSON 1. 
VISIT TO THE MUSEUM ON THE PLANNED SCHOOL TRIP: GALLERIA 

DELL’ACCADENIA IN FLORENCE (700km far from Policoro) 

RESOURCES: 
Students will need a 

notebook and  a good 

camera. 
 

- The activity starts on the Tribune in the Accademia Gallery of Florence to observe the David and 

to elicit the students’ opinions. 

   http://www.accademia.org/explore-museum/artworks/michelangelos-david/  

- Then the teacher guides the students to focus on the main elements of the statue. 

 

- Follow a tour in order to compare Michelangelo style to the other Renaissance works in the 
Gallery 

 

- This tour ends on the main square of Florence: Piazza della Signoria , where originally the 

statue was located and where there is a copy. 

 
https://www.visitflorence.com/it/monumenti-di-firenze/piazza-della-signoria.html 

 
 
- The students can now better understand the symbolic meaning of David and, particularly of 

Michelangelo’s David   and all the historical and philosophical events which influenced the artist. 
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MANAGEMENT/PROCEDURE/ TEACHING NOTES 
LESSON 2. 
AT THE SCHOOOL, CLASSROOM ACTIVITY. 

PRODUCE A MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION OF THE 

DAVID, a sort of virtual visit . 

RESOURCES: 
-computer 

-programmes 

-photos 

 

 

- In plenary ask the students to write on the board the key words 

used in the museum. 

- Explain what is a multimedia presentation:  From Wikipedia 

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentazione 

- Give the students time to work individually and make a selection of 

their photos, information and the programme they are more 

familiar with. 

- The students have to create their own work in order to transmit 

ideas and emotions with images. 

- Afterwards, every student will have to analyse, interpret the work 

of a classmate. 

 

MANAGEMENT/PROCEDURE/TEACHING NOTES 

 
- First, elicits the students’ impressions  and guides them to focus their attention on all those 

details which make this statue an absolute masterpiece. 

- Next the teacher invites the students to describe the historical event of Renaissance Florence 

which they had studied before the school trip. 

- Then the teacher gives the students some key words: proportion, civil war, the Pope,  freedom 

of speech, censorship, emotions, critical thought… 

- Next, students work individually: they take pictures or draw details and visit  the Gallery to 

make comparisons.  

- Finally, in Piazza della Signoria  students have to analyse the Statue  using some of the key 

words provided by the teacher. 
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
THE TEACHER EVALUATES 

if students can... 
 Comment on David and Michelangelo’s vision. 

 Deliver the assignment done at the museum. 

 Understand the concept of Renaissance  art. 

 Use vocabulary  related the subject 

 Produce a multimedia presentation 

 Use the key words 

 Transmit ideas and emotions with images 

 Work in a creative way 

PEER ASSESSMENT 

 All the students assess their classmates using a rubric, using the same assessment criteria as the 

teacher. 

 


