
 How the EU takes decisions  

It takes a lot of effort by a lot of people to organise the EU and make 

everything work. Who does what? 

 

TASK: Match the names of the institutions with the descriptions. 

 

the Court of Justice, the European Parliament, the European Council, 

the European Commission, the Council 

 

 

Name of the EU 

institution  

What do they do? 

 In Brussels, a group (one from each EU country) meets every 

Wednesday to discuss what needs to be done next.  

Their job is to think about what would be best for the EU, and to 

propose new laws.  

Once they have agreed what law to propose, they send their 

proposal to the European Parliament and the Council of the 

European Union. 

 
 This institution represents all the people in the EU. It holds a big 

meeting every month, in Strasbourg (France), to discuss and decide 

the new laws being proposed by the European Commission. The 

members are elected every five years by the all EU citizens.  

 
 This is where all the leaders of the EU countries get together 

regularly to talk about how things are going in Europe and to set 

the strategy for Europe.  

 
 New laws for Europe also have to be discussed by government 

ministers from all the EU countries. This is being done in this 

institution. After discussing a proposal, they vote on it.  

There are rules about how many votes each country has, and how 

many are needed to pass a law.  

 
 If a country doesn’t apply the law properly, the European 

Commission will warn it and may complain about it here, in 

Luxembourg. Its job is to make sure that EU laws are respected, and 

are applied in the same way everywhere. It has one judge from 

each EU country. There are other groups of people (e.g. experts) 

involved in taking decisions in the EU too. 

 
 


