23.11.2017 I’m off to an adventure

My day started at 6 a.m. when I woke up with a lot of excitement. To be honest my morning was so normal that I didn’t even really realize I was going to the train station and not in school. I was at the Vammala’s train station before eight and I was very happy that it was snowing although the wind felt awful. The train left the station at around eight. And off we were. Many of us were tired but during our train trips to Helsinki we talked a lot about all kinds of stuff that either had or had not something to do with our trip. I loved to get to know the others in our group better and I feel like we come along really well! The flights were great and there wasn’t a single thing I could complain about. When we got our luggage at Stuttgart’s airport I started to get really nervous. I had sent some emails to my host Sarah but after all I didn’t know much about her or her family. And now I was in Germany. I was just a glass wall away from my hosts. We walked past the glass wall and I immediately knew who Sarah was. We both smiled as much as we could when we finally got to meet each other! Sarah’s dad, Martin, came there too and we headed to the car with Katja and her host Henrietta. 
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At the Helsinki airport
After we had dropped Katja and Henrietta at Henrietta’s home we went at my hosts’ house. When Martin opened the front door for me and said “Welcome home! This is your home for the next week!” I really felt like I was at home. Gebhardt’s were so warm-hearted and welcoming! I dropped my luggage there and although it was quite late Sarah and I walked to Sarah’s friend Jana. Jana was also hosting an Estonian girl called Kaisa for the Erasmus+ project. At Jana’s we got to know each other, played a board game that is really similar to Finnish Kimble, ordered pizza and baked muffins for school for the next day. While the muffins were baking in the oven Sarah and I had to go because it was already quite late. We went back home and almost straight to sleep. I was exhausted from all the travelling and all the new things around me. But at the same time I was feeling very grateful.
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Right before meeting our hosts and eating pizzas at Jana’s
24.11.2017 The project work begins

We met at breakfast at 6.45 a.m. I finally met Sarah’s little sister Lea too. Martin drove us to school and everyone met at the auditorium at 7.45. We got a tour of the school and it was so interesting to see the solar panels at the top of the school’s roof. I don’t think any Finnish schools have those. One thing that really surprised me was that the technology in the school wasn’t that new. There were computer classes, which was weird as there aren’t any of those even in our elementary school anymore. No one seemed to have their own laptops or tablets. Of course it’s not the same in every German school but the lack of new technology in that school really surprised me. We went back to the auditorium and there some 12th graders held a model debate. That was helpful even though we have had some debates in our school too. They haven’t been this formal though, so seeing other people holding a debate it gave me a bit more courage as I knew I had to participate in one later on the week. All the other instructions for the project work were useful too and they were given very precisely. We were divided into five international groups and we played some games so that we would get to know each other more. Our group was called “Blue Girls + Rauno”. There were three Germans and one Estonian. We had a lot of fun - our team works well together! After lunch we had a sports session where we played volleyball, basketball and table tennis. At 3 p.m. we went back in the auditorium and started to work on our debates. First I thought our topic (“This House believes that cars should be banned from city centers”) was really hard. I was against it and I felt a bit desperate. Our team tried to come up with some arguments and we listed them on paper. We filled our project plan form and changed phone numbers so that we could set up a Whatsapp group. We were short on time so we thought we could chat in Whatsapp and send arguments or ideas about the debate there in the evenings. Having a way to communicate on the Internet, especially when working in international teams, is really important in my opinion. Luckily we all had done research before the trip so we had a brief idea about the topic.
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Touring around the school’s area and the solar panels 
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School lunch and artwork on the school’s walls
A guy from OK Lab came to the auditorium and kept us a speech about air pollution in Stuttgart. It was really interesting although I didn’t get any arguments for our debate. I learned a lot about the new innovation that helps you find out how bad or good the quality of the air is around Germany, for example. When we arrived back home we played a card game called Skipbo. I don’t think I’m exaggerating when I say we played that game at least twenty times during my stay. And I won one. After playing with the whole family Sarah and I were driven to Esslingen. A German girl from our debate group had reserved a table for me, Sarah, Kaisa (EST), Jana (GER), Melissa (ITA) and herself. We ate at this burger place called Pops. It was raining a lot when we walked back home but the day had been really successful!
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About to listen to the speech on “How to make our cities more breathable” and walking through the Esslingen’s shopping mall
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Having dinner at Pops and walking back home
25.11.2017 Visiting the Daimler museum and getting to know the public transportation

Saturday morning was beautiful: it was snowing! I was having a breakfast with my host parents and we were all very happy that it was snowing. There was only one thing that wasn’t so great about the weather: if it didn’t clear up we couldn’t go to the TV Tower while visiting Stuttgart. We met at the school hall and went to the Daimler Museum. To be completely honest I’m not too into cars. I know that’s something you shouldn’t say in Germany. But the museum was still amazing! There weren’t only cars to see - in addition there was a lot of history to learn about. I could’ve spent a lot more time in the museum! We were a bit rushed to go to the next place even though we didn’t go to the TV Tower. We went to the main station in Stuttgart. There we started playing this game called “Mr. X”. Apparently it’s a really common game to play in Germany. In addition we got questions about Stuttgart’s public transportation that we had to answer. While answering the questions we travelled by public transportation and tried to find another group that was the Mr. X. We should have tried to catch them but my team didn’t really try to do that. We were just answering the questions, talked about different things and got to know the public transportation. You can get into so many places just by using trains, trams, buses in Stuttgart but although we had a map I had no idea how the network actually worked. Luckily I had three Germans with me because otherwise I would have been so lost! The game lasted until about half past three. Everyone met at the main station and we headed back home.
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Visiting the Daimler Museum and seeing the city of Stuttgart
Sarah goes to this dancing class as a hobby in Esslingen. There she dances classical dances like cha-cha-cha and waltz. We weren’t sure if I could participate in the class as there’s usually not enough boys. Luckily one boy came late to the class and I got to dance with him. The teacher spoke German so sometimes it was a bit difficult to understand the steps but after all I had such a great time. After the dance class there was an after party and we stayed there till the end. Definitely one of the best nights during my trip!

26.11. Having fun at the fair and bowling with friends

Finally we got to sleep in! Even though I did wake up quite early.. As it was Sunday we didn’t have any planned activities together. After breakfast Sarah’s mom drove us to the Stuttgart’s airport. There’s a hall where they keep fairs every weekend. Sarah and I walked around the fair and even sang karaoke (Sarah won me with at least 20,000 points...). The fair was a lot bigger and more crowded than any of the fairs I’ve been at before. We got back home at around two. Sarah’s mom made us some soup and we played Skipbo again for quite a long time. And I still didn’t win. We got ourselves ready and walked to Jana’s home as her parents would take us and Kaisa to Esslingen for bowling. The whole project group, except for two guys, went bowling. We were there for 1,5 hours and we all laughed and had a lot of fun. We didn’t care who won the games - the thing we cared about was that everyone was enjoying their time. After the fun night with everyone we drove back home, had a little snack and went upstairs to sleep. I did a bit of research for my rebuttal. I tried to search some points the opposite team could use against us and I tried to find arguments I could use against those.
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The fair in Stuttgart and bowling with others
27.11.2017 Learning about the air pollution in Stuttgart and baking Christmas cookies

Everyone met at the school hall again at 7:45. Unfortunately our hosts had a normal day in school so they didn’t spent the day with us. I was laughing so much with other Finns and three of the Estonians when we were mocking each others languages. The morning was beautiful as we walked together at “Klosterhof Nellingen”. There we had a reception with Lord Mayor Bolay. He was very kind and offered us pretzels and some other snacks. I would have liked to see the other rooms of the building too but unfortunately we only got to see the reception room. The other buildings like houses and the church were so beautiful! The architecture in Germany is amazing and so photogenic!
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At the Mayor’s reception and a few of the beautiful houses of the town
From the Mayor’s we went to Stuttgart by train. A tour called Anselm gave us a tour of Stuttgart. He focused on telling about the air pollution problems as that was the topic of our project. I got a few arguments for our debate. One being that people don’t want to give up their cars as many of them have saved their earnings for those for a long time. Of course that’s pretty obvious but it hadn’t crossed my mind while thinking about arguments. We saw the Schlossplatzen and walked around that area. After the tour we had a couple of hours of spare time. Me, Katja, Ella and Ellinoora spent that by buying souvenirs, drinking coffees and strolling up and down the main street. At about 2.30 p.m. we headed back to our school.
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Spending the day in Stuttgart and exploring around the central city
We met at the school hall and finally our hosts came there with us. We had about an hour to work on our debates. We finished our project plan and divided the work to everyone. Everything was going according to our plan. An hour was a bit too short but we agreed that everyone would continue working at home and share what one had done in Whatsapp. I really like our group. Everytime we are working together we have so much fun! In the afternoon we all baked christmas cookies for a few hours and it was hilarious! We almost had a flour fight. These kinds of things really get our whole project group together and united. Our hosts made us these little cookie bags which we could take with us back home. After cleaning up the kitchen and taking a few photos we went back to Sarah’s. I had dinner with Sarah, Lea and their mom and soon their dad came back home after a long day at work. We chatted about our days. It’s fun to notice that I start to understand what the family is talking about even when they are speaking German. When Sarah tells the same stories to me in English, then to her friends in German and lastly to her family in German I connect the stories. The girls’ cousin had had a birthday so the host mom called to congratulate her. She passed the phone to everyone and everyone wished her birthday wishes. They passed the phone to me too and after hearing how you congratulate in German I said the same as the others. Then we all sang her “Happy Birthday” although I had no idea how it goes. At those moments, when I do normal things with the family, it really feels like I’m part of it. Feels good. Sarah’s godfather was in town as he had driven down for some work. He came to visit and it was nice to tell him about Finland as he was really interested in our country.  Before I went to sleep I tried to find arguments that the proposition team could use in the next day’s debate. I made a list of those and below every argument I wrote what rebuttals I could use against those. I sent a picture of the paper to my teammates so that they could give me some feedback. I was really sad that the next day would be the last full day in Germany. That made me sleep restlessly - I think I slept for only four hours that night.
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Baking the christmas cookies
28.11. Let’s debate

After the short night’s sleep I woke up a bit cranky. Having a breakfast with the family, and a couple of cups of coffee, prepared me for the day. At the auditorium we got some final instructions for the debates and also the headmaster of Otto-Hahn Gymnasium greeted us. We got about an hour to do the final touches to our debates. During that we showed others what we had prepared. We helped each other out with the speeches and encouraged one another as we all felt really nervous. Luckily we had enough time to rehearse the speeches. In our opinion it was really important that we had time to actually practise those as we were able to correct others grammar and pronunciation. Practising lifted our self-esteem.

Now we were like actually nervous. The other teams had their debate first. It was really interesting! At first I was a bit afraid it’s going to be so formal but while listening the others I got the hang of it. After a quick coffee break was our turn. I almost shaked when I sat on the chair behind the table. Rauno and Joy spoke really well for our house and I was so proud of them! When it was my turn it felt like I lost all the words and I couldn’t say proper sentences. But the relief after my turn! Phew! Even though I think I didn’t speak that well I was so proud of myself. I mean I know it wasn’t too serious but I always put a lot of pressure on myself with these kinds of things. I think the opposite house did really well too. The topic of the debate felt really hard in the beginning. It was hard to find arguments against my own thoughts. When I had laid some groundwork I actually realized that the whole subject is really debated. In addition I came across so many different arguments, for proposition and opposition, that I’m not sure what to believe and think anymore of the topic. I think that was one of the points for this project: to get different points of views. Knowing facts from both of the houses shapes our own opinions. The audience gave us good feedback and there was some good discussion after the debate. The fifth team gave us a presentation of the history of Erasmus+ project and they summarized everything we had as activities during the week. While the other teams were working they had interviewed each of the groups about the project. In their presentation they also presented these interviews. There was only one thing left to do for the project and it was an evaluation form. 
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All the teachers with the headmaster. Our debating group and the presentation from the fifth group
The day at the school was over at about 12 o’clock. We got back home while many from our group stayed at the school. Sarah and I played Skipbo - yes, again - and when her mom got back from work she made us “Dibbelabbis”. Dibbelabbis is a dish made with potatoes, leeks and bacon. The ingredients are cooked on a pan until they get a sticky texture. And then you eat it with unsweetend apple sauce. Dibbelabbis is a traditional dish from the area where my host parents originally are from, about 200 kilometres away from Stuttgart, but apparently it isn’t cooked in anywhere else in Germany. The dish is one of the whole family’s favourites so it was nice to experience something so traditional.

At 16.00 we met at the school hall for the last time as a whole group. From there we went to Esslingen’s Christmas market. This was something I had waited since I read about it about a month ago when I first saw our program. Others were excited too and no wonder: when we walked there from the bus station of Esslingen I was amazed. It was so beautiful! All the christmas lights, the atmosphere, the stalls and tiny shops.. the only sad thing at that moment was that it was raining and quite cold. If it only had been snowing! I walked around this gorgeous market with Jana, Sarah and Kaisa. I spotted a stall called “Honig aus Finnland” - wheeyyy something familiar! From the market I bought souvenirs for my family as I hadn’t done a great job at buying those earlier.. Especially for my grandparents I had to get something because they have dreamed about coming to Germany to go to one of the Christmas markets. They just haven’t got a chance for that as they are quite old already. So I bought them a candle - they are candle freaks. Unfortunately as the weather was so cold and we didn’t want to get ill, we had to head back home. My hands were actually so frozen that I couldn’t use my phone almost at all. There were quite many of us Erasmus+ dudes in the bus. When Sarah and I had to get off at our stop I almost cried when hugging others and saying goodbyes. The whole journey we walked we wailed about not wanting this week to come to an end. I can’t believe how fast it went by. This past week has been probably the most activity filled weeks during 2017. And I couldn’t be more thankful.


Again we (I, Sarah and my host parents) sat around the kitchen table and just talked. This time we didn’t play Skipbo though. I was so tired and I really didn’t want to go upstairs to pack my luggage as I didn’t want the next day to come. To be honest it didn’t really even feel like it was the last day. Despite the fact of being cold and tired and sad I loved every second of just listening the others speaking German. I want to stay in here for at least three more weeks.
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The Christmas market in Esslingen 
29.11.2017 The day of many hugs and goodbyes

How? Is it actually the last day? The last morning eating breakfast with my hosts. The whole morning felt so surreal. Down stairs I gave my hosts a thank you card and took a picture of them around the table. Sadly Lea wasn’t there with us because her school started later that day. But we did say goodbyes to each other the night before. I can’t blame her though. The sleep would’ve been much needed for me too. I felt really bad for Sarah. She was tired, sad and she had an exam later on that day. All four of us drove to school. I hugged my host parents and said goodbyes to them at the parking lot but I’m sure I will meet them again one day. We already discussed that I might come back in Germany next year and in two years they will come to Finland for a road trip. The morning was beautiful. Air was crisp and the Sun was shining. Great. After all that raining the last day is going to be absolutely gorgeous. While walking to the school hall we both were revising the past week. One thing we couldn’t stop thinking about was the Saturday night at the dancing class and the after party. Luckily Sarah is going to come to Finland in February and stay with us so that she can participate in my dancing class too. It’s amazing how well we clicked because of our hobbies!
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The thank you card and Sarah and my host parents
Stepping in the school hall was horrible for numerous reasons: 1) seeing other Finns luggage made me realize that we were actually leaving 2) we were closer to the time leaving 3) soon I wouldn’t see the Germans again 4) seeing Katja cry made me cry too - I don’t want to say goodbyes to these amazing people. Although this all made me feel horrible I tried to make most of the time we still had with the Germans. Sarah and I took a picture together, I gave my number to some Germans so that we could chat after the trip and we told some really bad jokes to each other just like during the whole past week. The Germans’ classes started so we hugged really long and wished each other good luck with exams and school and all that. The Finns were left alone. A teacher opened an empty classroom for us to take our luggage there. Julia, one of the Germans, came back to the school hall because her teacher was stuck in traffic and her class hadn’t started yet. We walked around Ostfildern, bought some souvenirs from the local supermarket and rushed back in school as we weren’t sure when Julia’s teacher might get in school. Ellinoora, Ella and I bought pretzels each to take back home. I wasn’t sure how the pretzels would travel back in Finland but believe it or not my dad and my brother actually ate them the day after! After our teachers came the classes ended. That meant more crying and hugging with the Germans as we got to surprisingly see them again! At around half past nine we were off. We went to a bus stop by a tram. We said the final goodbyes to the teacher that organized the project in Germany. 
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Sarah and I and a pretzel!
The journey to Stuttgart’s airport was silent as we were all in our own thoughts. At the airport we got lunch and had some time to do shopping. The flights went well and quickly. Unfortunately we didn’t land back in wintery Finland as that was one of the few things I was looking forward to. But after all that wasn’t the biggest thing I was worrying about. One main question that was on my head was that are these amazing contacts around Europe really going to last? Hopefully yes and that is well provided through social media. At least I have four new friends in my school. At around eleven we were back at the train station in Vammala. And so the trip had ended. Back at home I could’ve just talked and talked about the trip to my dad. But we were both exhausted from our busy days so after shortly telling how great our trip was we went to sleep. My own bed felt like a heaven but at the same time I felt like I was in a wrong place. I know this sounds so cheesy but I really think that all the people in Germany, and also the culture and the views there, really left an imprint on me. Now I have to just patiently wait for February to see some of the people again.

[image: image38.jpg]Q A
. - - ‘-'
S % 1 o @
s g
.~ i | *
amn R & g
55 ot : X : A <2, "o
e o, Pid - e,
s — - ‘ ®_ “ : ) ;r ‘ s ;f — ,,' t‘
S i — SN e A - vee v, ‘EEI aw SASIv S vy ey {‘i'\’ 7 |\‘
- s I ) » SN " nve— ) ‘
we A ‘4ﬁi|~l\‘iill~l-‘\ ,"‘ \5!“\
i P
a %igh

b S

NN 5, \ =
LN XN7 R B
mm\Ni Tanh '
L \RZAT TS

L1 S
T
PP |
- 17 :

F ARIIEEN Y

?!!l!j!!%

o Eﬂ:

« VB fE )

Spiaumant
by

1.
(\F R

Illiiﬁi‘i
N
W -

>
L

]

|

%

N

00

00

(1)

of



[image: image39.jpg]



The airport in Stuttgart and our coffees
