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Earthquake in Liège 1983 Earthquake in Limburg
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The epicenter of this light to
average earthquake was in
Liège. The strength was 5.0 on
the Richter Scale and a
maximum intensity of over VII
on the 12-part Mercalli Scale.
The hypocentrum was only 5.8
kilometers deep below the city,
so despite the low strength in
the immediate vicinity was still
a lot of damage. Two people
died from falling debris and
dozens of people were injured.
Many parked cars were
damaged by falling debris.

In Liège and nearby Saint
Nicolas more than 16,000
houses were damaged, 37 of
which were completely
destroyed and 129 were
declared uninhabitable. 6,000
people became homeless. The
quake was followed by a
number of aftershocks. [1] The
total damage amounted to
three billion Belgian francs,
approximately 75 million euro

In 2018 the province of Limburg was hit by an earthquake just outside
the border with the Netherlands with a force of 3.1. This is shown by
the data from the Royal Observatory of Belgium (KSB).

Tornado in Oostmalle 1967
On 25 June 1967 there was a
very powerful tornado in
Oostmalle which caused a lot
of material damage and a lot
of casualties. The church was
completed destroyed.

B-Fast

Following the earthquakes in
Turkey in August and November
1999, Belgium was among the
first countries to offer aid and
assistance on both occasions.
Although the aid provided was
much appreciated, the
Government felt it was
necessary to set up a unit that
could be mobilised at any time
and which would enable us to
offer a rapid and more effective
response in emergency
situations,

especially when human lives
were at stake.
In November 2000, at the
suggestion of the Foreign, Home
Affairs and Defence Ministers,
the Belgian Council of Ministers
approved the creation of a rapid
reaction unit enabling
emergency aid teams to be sent
out to countries hit by a natural
or manmade disaster. This
proposal came to fruition with the
adoption of the Royal Decree of
28 February 2003

establishing a Coordination
Council for emergency aid
abroad in the event of natural or
manmade disasters and a
permanent support service
B-FAST (Belgian First Aid and
Support Team).

Belgian Aid in Haiti in 2010

Belgian First aid & support team
Organisation of B-Fast

The North sea flood of 1953
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The 1953 North Sea flood was a
major flood caused by a heavy
storm that occurred on the night
of Saturday, 31 January 1953
and morning of Sunday, 1
February 1953. The floods struck
the Netherlands, Belgium,
England and Scotland.

The big waterflood of 1953, also
called the Saint-Ignatiusflood or
Beatrixflood, happened during
the night of Saterday 31 January
to Sunday 1 February 1953. It
was caused by a stormflood in
combination with spring tide. The
water raised to extreme heights.
In the Netherlands there were
1836 deaths, 307 in the United
Kingdom, 224 at sea en 28 in
Belgium.

This disaster lead to the
development of an improved
coastal defence and storm surge
barriers such as the Deltaworks
in the Netherlands and the
Thames barrier in England and
in the river Hull

In Belgium the dikes were
broken in 37 places. A lot fo
cities along the coastline and
along the river The Scheldt were
flooded. The innercity of Ostend
was completed flooded. Even
Antwerp shared in this disaster. 
A lot of international help was
offered. Scandinavian countries
supplied the building materials.
wThat?s why a lot of houses in
Zeeland still have Swedisch,
Norwegian, Danish and Finnish
caracteristics.
The French government was the
first to send military aid to the
Netherlands and also Belgian,
the UK, Germany, Sweden and
the UK offered help.

B-FAST is an cross-departmental unit,
spanning the Prime Minister?s office, Federal
Public Services Foreign Affairs, External Trade
and Development Cooperation, Public Health
& Environment, Home Affairs and Budget, as
well as the Ministry of Defence. It is under the
authority of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and
is coordinated within our FPS by a team
forming part of the services reporting to the
Executive Committee Chairman.

Chaos was complete in Haiti, which was hit by a major earthquake in
2010. Up to a hundred thousand people were feared dead. A Belgian
Airbus left for Haiti. On board are 58 aid and rescue workers with 2
sniffer dogs, a field hospital and water purification equipment.

The Belgian Airbus (photo) arrived in the Haitian capital
Port-au-Prince at about 2:40 PM this afternoon. The rescue workers
want to start work as soon as possible. For victims still buried under
rubble, every second counts.

The Belgian B-Fast team plans to focus on three main tasks:
searching the rubble (with the help of sniffer dogs), administering
medical care and water purification.

De Nieuwstool is een initiatief van Nieuws in de klas. Nieuws in de
klas is echter niet verantwoordelijk voor de inhoud van de
nieuwsproducties die met behulp van deze tool gemaakt worden.


