5. Six hand story (Italy).
Props: two armchairs, two mobile phones, a desk and two  office chairs, some files and papers, a lap top
Actors: Peter, Corinne, The Voice, financial advisor
Scene 12
The voice: As life would have it (luck….I know….but life is more appropriate here..) and this is not a They lived happily ever after story, more troubles were about to come. They were fortunate to have raised healthy and happy children but their youth had faded away and more mature years were well behind them too. Something new was coming to life right in front of them! Corinne and Peter had almost reached retirement age, after so many years of achievements and focusing on their careers  they finally started thinking about a new stage of life.
Peter: Corinne, I was thinking about it these days, do you know that I’ve only got one year to go before I retire. Have you thought about how much time you have? Have you been to the Union yet?  
Corinne: Of course, I have, haven’t I told you? I wanted it to be a surprise!
Peter:  What surprise?
Corinne: That I will finish off working round yours, even if I’m not 62 yet!
Peter: How come, don’t you know that if you retire before being legally entitled you will only get a derisory pension, that is much smaller! You must have thought about it haven’t you?
Corinne: I’m hardly stupid! I’ve been thinking about it alright! In a few months you will see what I have chosen for myself in order to get a pension that is bigger than the one I would have enjoyed in both cases: the maximum years of service and early retirement. What about you? weren’t you listening to me when I said Peter it seems to me that you aren’t saving enough money every month! How much you make so much you spend!
Peter: What are you telling me off? We had two growing sons who needed to graduate or, at least, find a job. I mean... you know how expensive it was to raise the family. You know I couldn’t afford to detract an amount every month to think about a more proper retirement annuity.
Corinne: No, Peter I am not telling you off, we have both done our part, both… what I’m saying is that I was only expecting a better investment of your parent’s money when they died, there was quite a bit of money there! I have never inquired about the inheritance; it was yours and it seemed fair that you should do as you saw fit with it.
Peter: and so I did! I invested that money, and I made a good investment, at least I hope I did.  They promised me an immediate lifetime annuity as soon as I get my pension, it’s safe and really enticing. Indeed look, Tomorrow I’m going to see what went on with my investment.  
Scene 13
Peter introduced himself to his “financial advisor” full of hope and great expectations:
Peter:  Good morning, do you remember me? I’m Peter Schlemil, I’m the one who submitted a promising investment with your company about a year ago …. I haven’t heard from you since, so I believe that all has gone well as you promised.
Financial advisor: Mr Schlemil, I am very sorry, things haven’t been going on very well, but I don’t understand why you haven’t been informed! I thought that you were following the course of your investment.
Peter: So, what do you mean? Are you telling me that it went wrong? Is the annuity low? 
 Financial advisor: Unfortunately, the capital has been affected, I am very sorry for you … I don’t want to weasel out of anything but believe me I was in good faith when I advised you to make the investment. However, you know very well that you accepted to make a very high-risk investment, these are the ambiguities of the market! 
Peter: Don’t say anything else please! I have no words! To find yourself in situations of uncertainty or worse on verge of retirement.  
Scene 14
Peter: Corinne what a mess! How foolish I have been, but above all how shallow, careless… I missed out on checking my investment, I trusted the company which was important. It had promised me that on expiry I would have collected an amount that was much bigger than the sum invested! The company promoted its own business, it’s my fault, I didn’t take care of fixing the shots in front of the ups and downs of the market! How silly I was, we are certainly not ruined, but the kind of protection we needed for our future after work has gone up in smoke, I’m embarrassed Corinne.
Corinne: Well, Peter we have learnt that to plan your savings or investments in line with your objectives is tied to the capability of being able to foresee, or at least to consider the chance of encountering negative events. As my councillor says, “there is no need to predict the rain, but it is important to know how to build the Ark”. Stop it don’t feel sorry for yourself.  I have made myself a retirement fund for an added revenue to our basic pension. I have chosen a low risk investment line, in order to be safe and now I’m happy. With our retirement benefit and my monthly benefit, we can afford to go on the holidays we have dreamed of together!
Peter: Shall we give the young some advice?  Guys, it’s crucial to think about building your own ark so that you can face the stages of life, not without considering the risks you might be exposed to. Learn to make your own decisions in the future and to build a route for a fair income. Good luck.
