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In the last few years a very worrying issue concerns migration flows towards Europe. Poor and vulnerable people try to run away from war and violence, mostly from African countries. Migrants cross the Mediterranean Sea and get to Italy, Spain and Greece by run-down boats. Their common goal is  trying to reach European Northern States , such as the United Kingdom and Denmark, considered as places where they can find a better life. Before arriving to their final dream destination, migrants have to travel through other countries where   they will be stopped.  One of the reasons why they are stopped is the Schengen Agreement signed on 14 June 1985 by France, Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Then other states joined it.                                  
What is it?  The gradual abolishment of the internal borders between countries and an extended control of the external borders. It proposed measures intended to gradually abolish border checks at the signatories' common borders, including reduced speed vehicle checks which allowed vehicles to cross borders without stopping, allowing residents in border areas freedom to cross borders away from fixed checkpoints, and the harmonisation of visa policies.
On 19 June 1990 a Convention was signed for the implementation of the Schengen Agreement. This convention covered issues on 
· abolition of internal border controls, 
· definition of procedures for issuing a uniform visa, 
· operation of a single database for all members known as SIS – Schengen Information System 
· the establishment of a cooperating structure between internal and immigration officers.
Passports, residence permits or visas are used for travel purposes or as a proof of identity. Therefore, the security of these documents is essential. The maximum is a 90 day period per 6 months (i.e. you can spend in Europe no longer than 90 days within six months). There are visas with a shorter duration of stay, like five days or two weeks etc.                                                                                   
In general, all of the member states apply one of the following types of penalties for overstaying a Schengen visa or a permitted stay.
· Deportation to your home country when you get caught staying illegally in Europe, you get caught engaging in paid activity while overstaying your visa or engaging in illegal activities.
· Difficulties on getting a Schengen visa or crossing the EU external borders again.
· A Fine is the most common penalty for overstaying a visa. Depending on the member state, the fees are applied differently. However, if you are caught after you have illegally remained in the Schengen for a longer time, aside of a fine being applied to you, you will also be banned from entering the Schengen Area for an appointed period of time, or even forever.                                                                                                         
· Banning people from entering the Schengen is usually applied to those overstaying and working or engaging in other illegal activities. A person can be banned for a period of three years and more from entering any of the member states of the Schengen area.                                                                                          
In the end the Schengen Agreement has always been a symbol of union, it represented a Europe without frontiers allowing the movement of people. In the last few years the agreement has been in the centre of discussions because of the migrants and refugees looking for a better life in Europe. The UE is trying to find a solution and it is working hard in order to deal with this problem in the best way. 
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