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Constantine P. Cavafy - Ithaki (I6dkn)

10dkn

lthaka

24 Byeic oTOV TTNYQINO YA TRV 184KN,
va eUxeaal va ‘val gakpug 6 0pouog,
YEMATOG TTEPITTETEIEG, YEUATOG YVWOEIG.

Toug AaioTpuyovag Kai Toug KUKAwTTAG,

TOV Bupwpévo Mooeidwva pr goBdaoal,

TETOIO OTOV BPOUO oou TTOTE oou BtV Ba BPEIC,
av PéV’ 1) okEWIC oou UWNAR, Qv EKAEKTR
OuyKivnoig 10 Trvelua Kai TO oua oou ayyidel.

Toug AaioTpuydvag kai Toug KUKAwTTag,
TOV ayplo Mooeidva dev Ba ouvavTATEIG,
av 8&v TOUG KOUBaVEIG HEG OTAV Wuxn gou,
Qv N Yuxr oou d&v TOUG OTAVEI EUTTPOG TOU.

Na elxeoal va ‘val JaKpUg 0 dPOMOG.
MoAAG T& KAAOKQIPIVE TTPWIVE VA €ival
1100 PE Ti exapioTnon, Wé Ti xapd

B4 utTaivelg o€ NiHEvag TTPWTOEIOWHEVOUG.

Na& otapyaTtioelg o’ éutropeia Poivikikd,

Kol TEG KAAEG TTPAYUATEIEG V' ATTOKTACEIG,
oevTéQIa Kai KOPAAAIQ, KEXPIUTTApPIa K™ EBEvOUg,
Kai ROOVIKA JUPpWOIKG KABe Aoyiig,

000 UTTOPETS MO ApBova AOOVIKA HUPWIIKA.

2¢& MOAeIG AiyUTTTIOKEG TTOAAEC V& TTAG,
va PAOeIC Kail va HdBeIc AT’ Toug
OTTOUDACNEVOUG.

MéavTta o1d vol oou va “Xeig TRV 184kn.
TO POACIPOV EKET €IV’ & TTIPOOPICUAS TOU.

AMNG un Biaceig 10 Tagidr didAou.
KaAAitepa xpovia TTOAG VA DIOPKETEI.
Kai yépog ma v’ apdageig atd vnoi,
TTAoUaI0G Pé 6oa KEPDIoEG aTOV dpdLO,

MR TTPOooBOKWVTAG TTAOUTN V& o€ dwael ) 18dkn.

‘H’l18akn o’ €dwoe T° wpdadio Tagidl.
Xwpic alTtrv d¢v B4 “Byaiveg oTOV dPOUO.
"ANa OtV £xel va o€ dwaoel TTId.

Once you set out for Ithaka
hope your road to be long,
full of adventures, full of knowledge.

Don't be afraid of the Laistrygonians and the
Cyclops,

the angry Poseidon

you'll never find them on your way

if you keep your thoughts high,

if rare excitement touches your spirit and
your body.

You won't meet the Laistrygonians and the
Cyclops,

the wild Poseidon

unless you bring them along inside your
soul,

unless your soul puts them in front of you.

Hope your road to be long

may there be many summer mornings
when you'll enter with pleasure, with joy,
the harbours you've seen for the first time

Stop in Phoenician trading stations
and get the good wares

pearls and corals, ambers and ebony,
and sensual herbs of every kind

as many sensual herbs as you can

Go to many Egyptian cities

to study and learn from the educated ones
keep Ithaka always in your mind

your arrival there is your destiny

But don't rush the journey at all

it better lasts for many years,

and then when you're old to stay on the
island,

wealthy with all you've gained on the way
without expecting Ithaka to make you rich.
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Ki av TrTwxIkn Thv Bpéig, ) 10dkn 6¢v o€ yéAaoe.
"ET01 0OQOG TTOU EyIveg, WE TOON TTEIPAQ,
AN Ba 1O KaTdAaBeg oi 16dkeg Ti anuaivouv.

Ithaka gave you the beautiful journey.
without her you wouldn't have set out
there's nothing else to give you anymore

And if you find her poor, Ithaka hasn't fooled
you.

now that you became wise with so much
experience

you should have already understood what
Ithakas mean.




