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How are squeaky yellow rubber boots, catching masks and a picnic in a tree house connected?
On Wednesday, June 12, 2019, an excursion of the Erasmus+ AG and the biocourse Technology II took place. As part of our project theme "What`s your heritage - we are Yourope" we also deal with the topics environment and nature. Therefore we visited the Rieselfelder of the Biological Station Bielefeld - Gütersloh as an extracurricular place of learning and took part in the workshop "Ecosystem stream and pond - animals and plants and their adaptations to the habitat water". 
27 students and 2 teachers (Mrs. Bainski and Mrs. Stebbing) took the bus to Niederheide in Senne at 8:30 am. We arrived at the biological station on time at 8:55 and were welcomed by Mrs. Noack-Füller, who was to accompany us that day. 
First, everyone had to put on their rubber boots and rain jackets. Dressed as a very colorful learning group in all the colors of the rainbow, we set off for the water. Ponds and streams serve as nurseries for many animals before they leave the water as frogs, dragonflies or mayflies. 
In pairs, we caught small aquatic animals with landing nets and observed them with the help of a magnifying glass. Each pair also had a small plastic aquarium into which the caught animals were carefully placed. We worked with fine brushes so that no little animal was hurt. Several students even caught some fish that Ms. Bainski immediately identified as three-spined sticklebacks. All the students were eager and absolutely focused. 
Eventually, we had caught quite a collection of aquatic animals: Mayfly larvae, ball shells, roller angels, plate snails, water striders, caddisfly larvae, tadpoles, aquatic isopods, stonefly larvae, snails, dragonfly larvae, sticklebacks, and psyllids. Mrs. Noack-Füller patiently answered all questions and there were some surprising findings: The male psyllid actually hooks up with the female for 8 days until she matures and the dragonfly larva has a catching mask, which is the extended lower jaw and with that it is able to catch its prey in a split second and pull it right into its mouth.  
Finally, we determined water quality and discussed pollution and water quality. Water as a source of life and the drinking and sewage cycle were also discussed, as the habitat of many animals has been altered by humans. 
Then there was time for a picnic and a short tour through the Rieselfelder, during which Mrs. Bainski was able to identify all the birds and explained fascinating ornithological relationships to us. Biology lessons with a difference!
In any case, we will also remember soggy sneakers, too short rubber boots and the inevitable consequences, sweets in the tree house, pouring rain and shells of dragonfly larvae that we were allowed to take back for biology class.


[ ————
Howresquesy el bbb, ctching ks 3o i n e
O Wodnesday e 120190 xcion o e Ersns G e
icourse Techoloy I onkplace Asprtf ur proect thme Whats
it oo e td e Moo ot g S
il Glaioh 5 XUl pce of A v 00k ar I
heworop-Econysem s and ond- st 0 pnt nd i
Sipaon et woer

57 udentsdnd  schrs s, Bl o M Seblg) ok e s 0
Noderhee nSene 630 Wearied o bl stion
e 55 i ware wekomd by . ok Tl o s o

Fis v o 0 pot o thel bbbt and i ckets Drsd s
vyl i sroup 1 he s f h b w e off
e vatr,Fods s feunt e s rsais o oy il bore
eyl h wter s o, dsgole o

iyt i —
184 ith he el a g s Exchpl s a3l st
it hich e cught ol wre il e Wevorkad
oo s U s i . Seval s v
g o i h i B el e e e e
ke, Al the udety wer caer and abolcly o,

vl e caht e s cleton o bt s Moy
Ko bl el rllr g, pte s, e s, oty e,
o s oo onchy e, o sy v,
ke, nd s Mrs ook Pl ey el
o hre wer o surprisiag g T e pla
gty s o  ctching sk which e exteded e and.
b o ek e
Fnl:wedetermined wotr ity ad dscused polion s vt
Aty Watr o e e g e kg sevage e e
a5 e bt of Ryl s b st by s
Thothorewas Gmofor il 4 45hrt ot ough e R,
ambing ottt s . oy o s
iernce

nan o we il remerber sy ks, tonsor e boots




