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Elghth and ninth graders were given a task to write Letters to iz

thelr foreign friends from the project's partwner schools. COWAT N
Unftortunatelly because of the pandemic situation, students [~
are distant learning since December 2020, thervefore all Letters 2 o8 &..xg' .
were writtew at home and are only in an electronic form. ' %,q )
Students wrote letters on the topic of the spring seasom, VA
customs and traditions not only n the Czech Republic but ¥ ;,J
mainly in thelr families. The letters were supplemented by . ; f} N
photographs and pictures. Furthermore, students created 77 [ AT o
Easter cards with greetings. Vi

Letters along with greetings were sent to partner schools on ,\

29th Mareh to arrive at the designated address tn time before - g % ,-;:é':'"; ’
Easter. L s Y RE
Pupils are already looking forward to ,spring” letters from - \’ 3. 2o
partner schools, which they will be very happy to read RS tﬁx\g&

(hopefully in person at school) n T \“
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> ’I!hohdz\ that follows iz Easter, quite popular and celebrated in my family, we ¢

m\mmeuAgata.Iam14\*emoldlh\'emtheCzechRepnbhqmamﬂ\1llage \
LweLubhceandIgotoapnmm school in Melc. I would like to tell you somsthing

begins with Mardi Gras, which iz a
holiday during which meat is not
to be eaten There's alzo a march in the /
which adults but also children zet N
dressad into variou: costumes, and they zo
carolling from house to house and they dance,
zing and basically have fim.

this holiday as very important part of the year. In many ﬁmﬂies,auadiﬁouallambisbemg"'
baked (2 swest cake), ezzs are being painted by gz:lsand\\mpsa!ebem,knmedb\ boye.
On Easter Monday boy: and men go trick-or-treating
(carolling), they visit zirls and women in order to whip them
on their butt or legs and zirls reward them with paintad eggs
or zome sweets. Easter Monday 12 popular between men but
quite unpolupar between women. Men get rewards for beating
women and womsn are baaten by men and they even have to
give them sweets for it!7 It doemn 't sound fair, does it?

May 1st, one of the holidays I personally don't celebrate much
because this day is considered to be a love holiday. On the zame
day we zlso celebrate a Labour Day, 2 day when nobody should
be working and everybody should be taking a day oﬁ\\"ealso

. put a cut wee up, it is decorated with various co and
Q:} ribbons, it remains build for 2 whole month and then we cut it

< douwn

Vs il

And thats the spring in my country. I usually spend this lovely time of the year outdoors

# with friends, we play games_ I alzo enjoy playing football \
’ What's your spring like? ::
‘ Al the best and nice Easter withes P
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o J)Om}-missmrmldymold,rmﬁm the Czech Republic, I live
A ' and I'm writing to you bacause I would like to tell you what Spring and Eastar

- Czech Republic, in my family.
:' . Spring iz the season between winter and summer, in which there are three months: March,
" days lengthen in the sprinz and the nizhts shorten, and the weather becomes more and
# Spmguaumeofﬁo“es,bndmg.cohurﬁnmﬂmudmbee&nuamddm
\ happiness, motivation and positivity. Spring is a time when many thinss can be done, from different
J to different ways of relaxation. The activities we do in the spring include: cycling, walking, var
S "itiesandm'.ps,gwningﬂamers,pimicszndofcamse,sgingchmingwhuetbenm:ﬁ
e the whole house iz cleaned, the closets are sorted and so on & ‘

"\ We have a lot of different holidays in the spring, but the most important holiday is Easter. Easter 1= a

_ Christian holidzy. They are to conmmemarate the reswrection of Jesus Christ, wiich was to happen three
days after his crucifixion. The last week of the Lenten season commemorates the suffering of Jesus
and every day has a special name: Blue Mondzy, Grey Tuesday, Usly (Black) Wednesday, I
Thursday, Good Friday, White Saturday, Easter Sunday, Easter (Red) Monday. \K

Easter includes many symbols and traditions that are very oftan observed.
The most comemon symbols include: Lamb (swest pasty), cross, eggs, bunay,
whip (pomlazks) and flat bread. The most common traditions includa:
/  carolling - Carol on Easter Monday is one of the still observed and popular
Easter customs. Basically, only boys and men do carolling, they go around
( the houses until noon on Monday and they whip every girl or woman. Eggs
/™~ are 2 traditional reward, but they can zlso be sweets. Easter poems belong to
" whipping (pomlazka) as well as ezzs. Watering - in some arsas, men water
}wnmenwnhcoldvmet In some places, perfume is used instead of water.

were still living in the villags, we celebrated Easter 2 lot, we followed zll poszible traditions, customs and
wsnﬁng&wyﬁneuegmwmhmhhnﬂawmming,mmudp&puﬁgamﬁhgpom 2 for



Dear friend,

ny name is Pawik and I live in the Czach village called Mikolzjice and I would like tell you how I
spend spring and Easter.

Spring starts on 21st March, and for many people (including me) it is the most beautiful seasons of
the year. Nature begins to awake from its long winter :leep and new life starts, and the weathsr is

Dear friend, m;md:mﬂemdchmgableqmmahtlpasmﬂblhthecobunofmemmmlgo
i out and it is getting late, this is a very beautiful feeling for me. With the start of the spring, me and
\ 3 f My name is Kate and in this letter I will tell you n1y football team start training outside. At home, we start to do some work in the garden like cutting
e &howlspenﬂthespringmlmall}'likespdng,hism}'fzvmﬁteﬁmeof ﬂl;wod«mmgas,
7 4 year The Easter in tha Czech Republic sterts on 4th April this year and it is celebrated in a very different
; TN o In the spring, the weather begine to warm and the sun shines and I always have 2 way compared to other countries in the world. Easter in the Czach
/ "¢ smile onmy face Spring also includes rain, I literally love spring rain. I 1k to : republic? I know it may sound little bit weird, but men and boys |

watch when it rains and the sun shines at the same time, because it creates rainbow. l 2o carolling around the villages, they go from house to house, in
In the spring, the plants bezin to bloom. In our zarden, it looks like a hggxmm'mtygocgmyggmmwﬁmﬂy.:\ydnyw
botanical garden every year. It is grean everywhers and flowers ara ﬂ:epmmnsoundslnﬂebnmd men and boys mm
sprouting. Shrubs bloom in different colours. Fruit trees have white
and pink flowers.

In the spring, young cubs are often bom. We keep chickens, guinea
pigs, hamaters_ rabbit and the dog Daisy at home. When I was younzer,
at least three little guinea pigs were bom in our family at the spring.

' You can do a lot of sports in the spring. After a cold winter (whenI | _'
rest on the couch a lot), it's & nice change. My favourite activity iz Loy

going for walks with Daisy or rollerblading, I zlso like playing
badminton (thiz sport is popular in our family). In the garden we have 8
a wampoline and a swing, 20 I spend z lot time thare.

zndpm:nmonthml'henmegnlsgn‘ebmspamdeggs
and some candies (mostly chocolate), and men can get some
liquor, and mostly they zo carollinz betveen 7amto 12am. & ' Nl
Famgmmmaémlﬂ:eammﬂdwleamme\u}hgn
breakfast and spend some time with family, at around § am me my
brother and some friends o out and we o from house to house and
we start carolling (first we 2o to 222 girls in our village and then we
£0 to the village next to ours). We zet home at around 12 am, then
we celebrate Easter with family. I like Easter quiet a lot butI don't
kmow if girls can say the same At Easter we usuzlly have a nice
2 years ago there was 0 much snow nobody could belisve it, so it wa:n't the best time
t0 be outside. Almost in every family, a waditiona]l Easter lamb is being baked, its 2 swest pastry

/i
“ Easter iz inseparable part of Spring. I like Easter. My mother, my sisters and I
20 to charch for Mass. Easter is 2 celebration of the reswrrection of Jesus Christ.

We go to chnrch on Good Friday, White Saturday and Sunday. Many people, t sptmkleduﬂmgar(nncalledlambbecmaeofnsshspe) - 1
even me, follow folk customs at Easter. One of the folk customs 1= to decorate ‘ So huwls»dﬁasbeundap(mg - What zbout you? \
eggs. I like decorating eggs at Easter, myy sisters and I decorate eggs on Sunday. .ﬁ -

I ahways: try to have the most beautiful pamted eggs. The bovs walk around the BestRegxdsandeamgremgs ¢ \

village with hand-made whip on Easter Monday. The boys
whip girls on the butt and girls give them eggs as areward. o
It is szid that in order for girls to bloom and not be sick,
boys have to whip them on the butt. It's fimny and 2 little
crazy. Another folk custom a:sociated with Easter is
watering zirls to grow into beauty. Boys sprinkle zirls with
water to zrow well. I don't like this habit. I always kaveto |
change my clothes at least three times.

“‘S I really like spring and Easter. I always enjoy everything that happens around
I spring and Easter. What about you?

Best wiches from Kate
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Wy name is Anna T am fifieen and I am from the Czech Fepublic. I am writng to you because
I would like to tell you something shout spring in the Czech Fepublic.

£ iz ane of my favourite seasons, the one when first buds appear an trees ar:uig;rasz. staru
mamxa.tammterslaep,andﬂmﬂuuzm 50 green and bright.
Spring usually starts in the sscond half of March, Saow melts
and temperature doesn't drop below zero anyrnore. Also, you
can sesa first flowers blossoming. April weather in the Czach |
Fegublic iz unpredictzble and it can change fom suny to
Mowy I a matter of minutes. I rernember going to the s stap
in the moming 2 few years azo and it just started to mmow aven
though it was April, and the buses stopped running =o I didn’t
get to school that day; it was mteresting and quits funey. May
can be 2 beautifol, warm month, with temperatures at 15-25 *C during the day. Flowers and reas
are in bloom. The boming of witches marks April 30th. In our
villaga, thiz tradition is very popuolar. In the svening, paople mest
to build 2 bonfire and prepare | stames® of the witch who kept the
winter going for 5o long. The Czechs believed that the power of
witches weakenad az the weather warmed Thevefore they
thought, if they come up with something that looked like a witch
and bamed it they”d finally get rid of the cold weather First, they
tie two large rods together and form a cross. Then they stuff old
shirts, pents and socks with straw, and pat a pointy hat an top of
the pila. The witch iz tied to 2 broomstick and set aside umtil
darkmess falls. In ur village, 2 long procession is held throughaat
the village, all the zirls are dressed a= witches, and hold the
aforementigned witch (hdorenz) and at the end of the proceszion
Morenz is bumed and the end of winter is celebrated.

. Eastar iz ane of the most peaceful and pleazant holidays. The schoo] ends an Uely Wednes
# ' on Green Thursday Evenmg (Green Thursday)) boys and girls in the village take a2 wooden ¢

{which iz made for thiz purpose especially), they form a group and walk through the villaze an
A vigorously rattle, 2o that the noize can be heard from afer. The point of ratling is to expal Todas.
" B The zzme procedure is repested on Good Friday and zzzin an White Szturday, when we not anly
s paz: throuszh the villags, bt we stop &t houses and make a noise with rattle until we get some ‘r
gl money, some money we share hetaeen us and some we donate to the local church. Easter Sumday \
Fo Jsada". of preparation for Ezster hoaday, Girls paint, dye and decarate eggs, and boys prepare e i!
N whips (voumz presvwillow twigs). We doa't paint aggz mich at bome becanse wa giva the boys ".{ 'fﬂ-
) \l candies instead. On Easter hMonday, boys go round the houses, they whip girls lightly on thafr <
f lers and sprinkle them with water. El:ﬁ‘ racites an Easter u:sml while whipping. Girls rens.ﬂf" k| l‘
e = bays with candy, egz and they tie 2 ribbon an their whip. By midday, boys have their bazs ﬁl.l.edt
'_ with eges and many sweets, and their whips are adomed with manmy colourful ribbons. T thinks, ¥
itz kind of umfair that girls have to stay at home, T sugzest we switch roles svery other vear (i3
J_

Eind regards and rany nice wanmn Easter wizhes

b 3
i 4 4 Anna
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Wiy name iz Earoling and T am 14 years old. I'm from Czach Fepublic_ I live
in 2 small villaze Filipovics, sed I go to 4 primary school in Mel?. In thiz
letter. T would like to tell you what's happening in the Spring in ny family.
And T would also like to t21] you scmething sbout Czech Easter.

Spring is one of my favourits seasons becauze nature is changing. Plants and
tregs start to grow and bloom, and that's just amazing. Howewer, spring is
nat just abouwt flowers ar frees, but also about animals, they slso wake up from
hibemation, mary cubs are bom Birds are  zlso retuming fom wanmer
regions to the Czech Fepublic. But the weather zlso starts to change, the cold,
oy weather becomes raimy and 2 bit windy. It is also wanmer than in
winter and the nm begins to rise mare often, leading to 2 longer day and a shorter night. The smosphere alza
affects people who like sparts or those who just want to lose weight. That's why 2 lot of people want to play
=parts at the begimning of spring, or start a new, healthy, lifestyle. Personally, I'm not much into sports, bt
like riding a bike. Bt you can do more sports, for example: football, yoEa, maybe symmastics, mmning and
more.

Ezster iz calebrated in the Czach Republic in the Spring It is 2 boliday sssociatad with the cucifizion of Tesus
Chrizt At home, thiz holiday is very important, becanse I and nry whole family believe in God It i= celebrated
for about a week. Each day has its official name, depending on what is to be done that day or what has
happenad. Mames of days: Grey Tuesday, Uzl Wednesday, Grean Thursdsy, Good Fridzy, White Saturday,
Ezster Sunday, Easter Mondzy. There iz a different tradition for each day, for example. on Thursday only
ereen food can be eaten, or on Easter Maonday, boys go around the village with a whip made of pussywillow
twigs with a ribbomn.

There are also many customs, traditions ar symbols associated with
Easter. There are quite 2 lot of themn, some are no longer dons,
others are popular with all people. Typical customs inchode:
painting Easter eggs - girls usually paint an egg with different
colars, which they then give to the boys. Baking Eastar lamb - it's
3 czke in the shaps of 2 lamb, this iz eaten on Easter Monday. A
whip made of twizz with a rbbon - the boyz weave 2 whip from the
willow twigs, the zirls are being whipped on Easter Monday and
the girls give boys 2 painted egz. Thizs happens to keep the girls

healtiy and bemutifinl all year round. And that's why I don't like this fradition. Twigs of 2 wallow tree - they
are meant to symbolize the palm leaves that welcomed Jesuz. The cross - is one of the baszic symbols of the
cmcifcion of Tesus.

Easter iz a very popular holiday in our family. Because thers are more men
than wamen n my family and they are lookng forward to it all vear nound.
That's wiry I hate Easter. It is a pleasant celebration, bat I would probably
cancel our ontdated radition with 2 whip. And it slso doesn't seem fzir to
me, because bovs don't just get & painted egz, but also chocolates and
varigus sweets, and girls don't get anything. Becanse I live in a village, a lot
of people come to our houze. But last vear, Easter was calebrated a Little hit
differently and this was really amazing. Thiz was becanse we weran't allowed to zo anywhere becauze of 2
coronavings pandemic siteation. So Easter was not celebrated in connection with the boys & T'd rather live in
a city where traditions aren’t followed 20 nmach. But a3 T say, Easter is not 2 had holiday.

Wishinz you a lovely spring fime! With Eind Regards
Ezralina




Dear friend,

- g2
ﬁ. I hope you're well. My name is Petra and I'm from the Czech republic. In this letter, I would '*}f
$ like to write to you about spring, traditions here in the Czech Republic and what I do in this 4

- %

| Spring is the period between winter and swmmer. The days tend to be ‘_
longer and the nights shorter, the weather is wanmner, but sometimes it also

r1ain: and it can be windy. It's also a season of Fasrance, beauty, fresh

leaves and flowers. The season creates happiness, motivation @@ ‘"
positivity amang all people and paves the way for creative thinking,

“’ecd&rm&mam‘wmspnngmbmnmuﬂbdoamtm @'
out on the same date. The day '9
before Easter we dye and decorate eggs, decorate the :
¥ /¥ house with Easter and spring omaments, decarations.
L~ On Easter Monday, we get up early in the moming
‘w bacause boys who do trick-or-traating (carolling) come
) 10 visit girls as early 23 8am and they try to visit almost
v every girl in the village. They always come in with
N tangled twigs (2 whip) that they use to , beat the girls
e j;.'l, +*  with, as 2 reward thay get some sweets and aggs. Legend |

R~ 2"
S Has it that girls should be "beaten” at Easter to stay : ;7".“1'.’
5. 'healtny all year round. After this boliday, everything is \ '._.'-.",".' #
2 “back to nonnal and it's time to enjoy spring. — 1“

- 1 like spring and I try to do 2 many outdoor activities s possible. “hm'
the weather i nice I like to ride my bike, go for walks with my dog, 2o to
the playground with frisnds, 2o on various ips,
take pictures of natwe (some of them are
attached in this letter) and I love shopping for
> clothes and things, relax, visit family and
friends who do not live with me in the same
< village. I spend most of my free time outdoors.
= Y If'the weather is bad, I watch movies and TV shows, but I also have
ﬁ’\ to stady, talk to my family and spend some time with them. In tha
. spring period, I also celebrate my birthday, I usually have a party at
home with my family and fiends.
I hope you enjoy spring a: much as I do, and that in this year, even
if the situation in the whole world is not very good in terms ofpandem:cvouwﬂ.lhavealmtlv
‘ = and enjoyable sprinstime ‘§

4 Wiching you great Easter and spring!
Kind Regards

~ Petra &=
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t‘ " I hope you are doing well. Todzy I want to tell you about spring in my country. Spring is not
my favourite season in year but I like it. I live in the Czech Republic. I want to writz you
e some basic infonmation about less kmown waditions held in ouwr country in spring. mamly )
about The Buming of the Witches and 1" May, the Day of Love.
After a long and srey winter, it’s time to say Hello Spring. Parks becomes pleasantly crowded v
as soom a: the wun iz chining Qutdoor sports, walks in  the parks
or workout stations, springtime in the Czech Republic makes the freszing winter definitely 1
worth it. The end of the April is memorable 2ach year with the buming of witches and the *
;

o

w'dé' g g

S <]

celebration of love. Two words that seem to refer to completely opposite things but not in our
country!

April 30th iz a spacial day in the Czech Republic as it is a celebration of paleni Carodgjnic
which mean: “buming of witches”. This custom marks 2 farewell to winter and welcomes
sprinz. You might know this celebration under the name of “Walpurgisnacht” in German —
which is also celebrated in many European counties. In the evening we gather to build a
bonfire and prepare an effigy of the witch that kept winter around so long. We believe that the
power of witches would weaken as the ,r

weather got warmer. So we think that if we . Q

Yy

-

make something that looks ke a witch and
burn it, we could finally get rid of the cold
weather. First, we tie two large sticks together
to form a crozs. The older kids of our village
are placed in charge of building the biggest
pyre they can with whatever they can find to bum. Then we smff old shirts, pants and socks
with straw and place 2 pointed that on the top of the stack. The witch is tied to a broomstick
and set aside untl darimess fall:. When the fire iz roaring, everybody roast: sausazes on
sticks, strums guitars, and sings favourite songs. Everyone looks forward to nightfzll, when
we will face the spirits of the witches. As soon as it's dark the effizy of the witch is brought
out and held up for all to zee. Then, with 2 heave of the arm_ it is throwm on top of the bonfire.
Az the witch burns, 20 does the last of winter's chill. Itis z0 much fin.

S In the Czech Republic, 1st May iz called Day of love. There is tradition
to kiss vour love under 2 blozsoming cherry or birch tree. If you visit
Pragus vou can go to Petiin, where there i a statue of the poet Karel
Hynek Macha He wrote the famous poem “Maj" which iz telling the
tragic story of two lovers. Have you ever been to Prague? I hope you
will be able to vizit our country soon.

Spring is full of beautiful colours, flowers and I like it. Have 2 nice day

and write back soon.
Adel from Mal¢ %
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Aty o .‘ Y
seilo my foreign friend. « SRR C_\,‘./ !

=0 Ny W pear penfriend,
In this letter, U;l,lrké to tell you a little bit our Czech in

Hi, I'm Karclina Cerninova, I'm 13 years old. | am from the Czech Republic; | live in 2 small

grey winter, |t’s time to\§|)1 Hello Spring. Itgtarts on March 20" and ends
village called Melé. | want to tell you something about spring in our country in the Czach

is my favouritaiseason but'the weathe( changas

The o dicted by many Czech proverbs. The most popular Republic.
ani nt dayfor Czech weWted folklore i§ connacted W't!‘l The'day April 30 is 3 special day in the Czech Republic buming
of Hromnice { ed HRC tseh). It falls on February 2nd, is derived

of witches in Czech , pileni Carodéjnic”. Buming witches
is 3 folk custom associated with burning fires and
belizving in witches. This custom marks 3 farewell to

that were lit on the night of February 2nd if
(thunder = hrom). “If Hromnice is bnghtfnd clear,
winter is sure to fmger lf there is snow or thunder, spring must be neer ~“Green

there was a thu

S 223 winter and welcomes spring. On this Day, | get dressad
IRGts S Nie, Bascas. /: as 3 witch and meet others from our village and gather
The Easter in the Czech Republic is 2 fun time sven for teenagers. Many traditions are still i to meet on the field, where the adults burn an effigy of
practiced in my family. The meaning of Easter (Velikonoce - from Veliké noci or Great Nights) with the witch. After burning the witch, everyone celebrates.
its religious connotation is the welcoming of spring. Many Czech Easter symbols are related to We believe that the power of witches would wezaken a5
spring and the beginning of new life. We finish school on Ugly Wednesday (Skareda streda), which the weather got warmer. That's why we gather to build
is 3 good ide3 because we need to spend some serious time on making Easter what it should be. a bonfire and burn the effigy of the witch who keeps
We start preparations for Easter on Green Thursday and Great Friday. | paint, colour and decorate winter so long and then to finally get rid of the cold
£ggs and my brother prepares his pomlazka (pussywillow). in my family, decorating Easter eggs is a weather. While the bonfire is blazing, many young girls
simple zffair: dip some hardboiled eggs in water filled with dressed as witches dance around, sausages are roasted
_ boiled onion peels and then place store-bought Easter stickers over fires surroundsd by many singing and laughing.
\ ‘L.‘ ‘on th‘e £ggs. There would be no Czech Easter without the In the Czech Republic, the 1st May is @ Day of love. On this day
[:, \ 9 /' pomlazka. Young, live pussywillow twigs are thought to bring there is tradition to kiss your love under 2 blossoming cherry tree.
g health and youth to anyone who is whipped with them. An I haven't tried it yet but my parents do it every year, because we
v \1 Easter pomlizka (from pomiadit or "make younger’] is 3 have a cherry tree in our garden. According to the Czech
B Y &Lhralded whip made from pussywillow twigs. Boys used to make their own pomlaztas in the past tradition, it will ensure that the next year will be a good one.
~This skill is not widespread anymore and pomlazkas can be bought in stores and street stands.
Some men don't even bother and use 3 single twig or even 2 wooden spoon! Boys usually come to
7 my house in the morning to \.vhip me and possibly douse me with water, it's crazy. Last year | had I like spring because 1 can ride 2 bike with my friends, everything
¥ ut{:hange my clothes three times in 2 day because | was completely wet. An Easter carol, usually around blooms and smelis beautifully and the sun shines outside.
s ',asﬁng for an egg or two, is being recitad by the boy while whipping. Then | reward the boy with 3 :
% painted-egg or candy and tie 3 ribbon around his pomlizka. Easter remains one of the most joyful Please, write back soon.
ys' on my czlendar. Are you calebrating Easter, too? Xarolina
the spring people aiso spend a lot of time in their gardens planting sesds to get vegetables
fruit J e the fresh air and the way all the animals in the forest wake up and after the long
'lwmter everything gets fively. This is 3 happy season, and I'm going to enjoy it. When it gets
\ 4! ‘ %rmef | will Mrout my bike or rollerblades and 1 will lso go out with my friends. 1 looking
" %orwan:lto start doing sports and going for lofig beautiful walks in the countryside. Do you do any
? How do you spend spring and what a?e‘your traditions? tean ‘t wait to hear from you, in 3
,\z:mme have a nice tlme - 23 \ N }
b4 lé Flove oy ¥ | Elitka Kudlova, C2ed1 Republic :
-"{L“l & ¢« o » a2 g 4 ﬂ,-'—,,! ‘
A s e & 2 )
' 4y X § A .
o O mllf S e i




Hello my penfriend,
thanks for your letter, it was interesting reading. | hope you liked my last letter, too

This time | would Bike to tell you how | usually spend the spring time. The first period which is
about ta happen is called Lent time. Lent time lasts 40 days. We prepare for Easter, Last Lent

Sunday is called “Kvétnd™ (Palm Sunday). On this day Jesus came to Jerusalem and people
threw palm twigs on the way and they welcomed him. Haly week follows. Thursday of Haly week is called “Green”
{Maundy). This day Jesus had last dinner with his apostles. Past last dinner Judas
betrayed lesus. On Maundy Thursday we eat some green food and we go to
church in the evening. In the evening bells stop to ring, we say that bells fly to
Rame. Instead of ringing each boy equips himself with a wooden rattle (fehtadka),
which is specially made for the purpase, the bays from our village form a group
and we walk through the village,
rattling our rattles vigorously, so
the noise can be heard from
afar. The meaning of the rattling
s to chase away Judas. The

same procedure repeats an Gaod Friday (Velky patek) and ane
more time on White Saturday (Bid sobota) when we don't anly
walk through the village but stop at every house in the marning
and rattle until we're given maney, which we then split between
aurselves. Good Friday is a day when Jesus died for us on cross. At
three o'clock we go to church, where The Passions of Jesus are read. Holy Saturday follows. It's a day when Jesus lay
in the grave. After sunset Easter Ceremonies start. Holy Saturday is named after the white robe, it's the symbol of
c" christening. On this day the Easter candle & blessed. It's the

s "2 "b T symbol of Jesus Christ, who is light of the world. The next day s

Caster Sunday, on this day we celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus. Me and my family go to church with the baked lamb. On
Easter Monday | visit girls in their homes, | have 3 willow cans
and a bottle of perfume or water. The girls are often hidden
somewhere in the bouse. | whip them and pour perfume or
—:,::!{' water an their heads. Then the girls give me chocolate or
. el ornamented or dyed Easter eggs

In Spring nature wakes up. Everything flourishes again and animals come out of their winter hiding places. The
March is said “Bferzen” in Crech. This name is derived from the word “bfiza” {birch) because birches sprout in this
time. The April is said “Duben” in Czech, The name is derived from the word “dub” (oak) becsuse caks sprout in this
time. On the 17April we try to trick each other. The May is said “Kvéten” in Crech. This name is derived from the
word “keit” [blossom) because everything is in blossom.

In spring there is very beautiful nature in the Czech Republic, so
we like going out. In this time | like to do many sports. Mast of all
I ride a bike and longboard. And how do you spend your free time
in spring? | can't wait to hear from you.

Kind regards

Filip Jedlicka, Czech Republic, 14 years old

Dear penfriend,

My name iz Anetz Bikérova and I come fom 2 small village Radkov in the Czech Fepublic. Spring
iz about to come. It iz my favourite of all seasons. I think it is the most besutifal time of vear, fall of
beautiful natore, enimals, love, colours and flowering plants and wees. W celebrate mary festivalz
znch us Ezster, The buming of Witches, but I personally like those connected with lowe or fon and
that s why I would like to share with you the Love Day, Mother's Diay and Maypaola.

For most people, the first day of May calebrates the achievements of workers
and it is called Labour day. However, in our country | hay 17 is raditionally
seem s & holiday for lovers and all of May &z a month of love On thiz day,
couples in love kizs under 2 blocming tree. Charry, apple or birch are most often
conzidered suitable tees. If a girl is not kizszed, it is said that she will wither and
die in twehre months! This is 2 bit scary, don't you think?

There iz zlzo another tradition held in May and that
iz hlmypole. The night hefore hiay 1st, single men =0 to the woods to oot
a tree, They remove the branch and decor the tunk with different thinss
=uch as scarves, ribbons, and flowers. I also help with other girls fom the
village to make 3 wreath and decorate it with flowers. Then the maypola
iz erected in the village square and guard it during the night becanse men
from the surroumding villzzes intend to steal it Ifthe maypole is not stolen,
zinsle men are allowed to go to sinsle women's houses and give them little
presents. Having your maypole stolen or oot down means that the village can’t celebrate at the end
of the month when maypole is taken down. But nowadays it doesn 't happen very often because the
stealing or damagng maypole is illegal 8= it is & property and you could receive s fine. Az long az 1
remember it happened just once in our village about 3 years ago and we were very sad abouat it On
the evening, we all celebrate hay at the ball. Thiz radition is popular in my villaze and I enjoy it too.

I also like Mother's Day. It is & day to pay homage to mothers and motherhood. It is celebrated an the
sacond Smdsy in Mey in the Czach Fepublic. On this day, children give their mothers flowsrs ar
other gifts, maostly handmade. And when do vou calebrate hother's Day, I kmow that the dstes are
different all around the world
I'm locking forward reading your letter soan.
With regards

Aneta Bikérové, Czach Repablic
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Letters along with Easter greetings were sent to all partner schools on 29th Mareh
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