INFOCAMPAIGN RIGHT AND ACCESS TO EDUCATION IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH

ERASMUS PLUS DAY AT LICEO PROPERZIO


Francesca Acori, Arianna Scarponi and Lucrezia Fioretti.
Last  November 29th  2016 our class, 4 AL,  organized  the  informative campaign “Right and access to education in the global south” to promote the Erasmus plus  project in our school, sharing   with other students the themes and issues analyzed  in the first meeting in Krakow.

  
The event  was divided in two parts.  The first one was dedicated to lessons and debates in  German, English and Italian, as well as  to the game “On the way to school”.  
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The second part  saw the presence of two seminarians from  Assisi: Giordano and Simone who  told us about their experience in North Kivu, Congo.
The German lesson  was  held  by Sofia Sorbelli,  Annalisa Genovese and David del Bianco in  4BL,  the English lesson was held by Noemi Alessandrelli, Luisa Chiocchetti e Josephine Ficola in 4 AS  and the Italian lesson was  held by Pietro Maccabei and Alessia Massimi in 4AE. 
The three lessons were focused on  one  main issue:    African children’s education. Our “teachers for one day” talked about it in the classes, showing and commenting Power Point presentations, watching videos, playing games and crossword  puzzles.

The game “On the way to school”  was divided into five stations: in each  there were trials to face. The presentation was made by Lorenza Liguori, Valentina Bagliani and Annamaria Gullo. 

· The first step was to calculate the distance that African children have to travel every day to go to school and the activity was supervised by Iris Subashi, Martina Beneduce and  Francesca Mariotti.

· The second consisted in pouring  the water from a five-liter container into another of the same volume, and the same procedure was repeated twice. The game was supervised  by Diego Luna and Romina Sheshori.

· The third was the station of war in which participants  had to improvise the bandage of an arm or a leg in the shortest time possible. This station was controlled by Badr Farisse  and Madalina Matei

· At  the fourth station, supervised by Giulia Palmacci, Ilenia Pastorelli and Michela Volpicelli  participants  had to sing famous songs related  to the theme of poverty composed by famous artists for charity.

· At the fifth station the participants had to match  words related to the issue of the day - access to education -  written on colored cards in the five languages of our  Erasmus Project.


At the end of the game Lorenza, Valentina and Annamaria declared the winners and delivered the awards: pencils and highlighters.
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In the second part Giordano and Simone   presented to all of us –  teachers and students - their experience in North KW where they took part in  a humanitarian mission with other members of the diocese of Assisi.  They told us  about  the  reality of that area and its economic,  political and  cultural background: a reality of dirty roads, houses without running water or  electricity, inadequate medical care, but above a reality made up of  smiles and the small hands of children looking for  warmth, affection  and food. Sometimes a child scratched their hands to find out  if they had a black layer under the white skin.
Giordano and Simone also told us about  the hard  living conditions  in the Lubero  prison, where they met 70 detainees who live in two small cells of 20 square metres, dark and without bathrooms. Some of them had been arrested for minor offences like  the theft of a chicken.  

War,  massacres and the  precarious  daily life that the  inhabitants of Mulo have to face,  sometimes lead to depression. That is why  the local church has opened   a counseling center for psycho-physical recovery and hopes to improve the structure of the Health Centre in the future. 

Giordano and Simone returned home aware of the great experience they had had, and ready to  continue  their mission.  Thanks to the local African community they have been able to increase the number of long-distance adoptions which now amount to 55 children and thanks to Italian parishes  they have been able to support the improvement of the local school in Mulo.
Not only. They also  gave us simple and  practical solutions through  which we can contribute and give our  help: collecting exercise books, pens and pencils and any stationery item that can be useful in a school every month or, more challenging, decide to be involved in  long-distance adoptions. 

Their story impressed us a lot.  They are  direct testimonials of the real  conditions which many people  are forced to live in. While we were listening to them we hoped we would be able to  do something to alleviate that  poverty and improve the living standards of those people. 
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In conclusion,  the event  was very productive and formative. First of all to let people know  and understand realities  that may appear distant  but exist, and are actually closer than we can imagine.  Second,  all this was possible thanks to the collaboration  between  our group,   4AL, and all the participants in  the activities who were happy to be involved and respectful of our commitment.

