Hello everybody, this video will show you things that jeopardize soil on planet Earth and actually our whole planet. You´ll also see what you can do to prevent the soil and Earth damage. Things that you should do. And I, too. 
It may seem to you that there is plenty of soil around us and that it will be here forever and it is not in danger. But it´s the other way round. There are many ways that we can pollute the soil, lower its fertility or lose it completely. And then we would be lost, too. Because we depend on our soil. 

So what exactly damages the soil? Agriculture, for example.

In order to grow the plants faster, 
farmers spray fields with various agents, herbicides, which kill weeds. Or pesticides, they kill pests. 
They also spray the fields with synthetic fertilizers. 
When they spray the fields and it is raining the agents can get to the groundwater and to the surface water. Animals don´t like chemicals in water or soil. They often die because of them. 
When heavy tractors work in the fields they compress the soil. The air is pushed out of the soil and plants and animals can´t prosper in it. Soil becomes less fertile. When a lot of trees are cut down it causes erosion. And then when the wind blows, the soil is carried away because there are no plant roots that would keep it in place.  

What else can damage the soil? Garbage, for example.

We, the people, produce more and more garbage. But where does it mostly end? On garbage dumps or in incinerators. Bad people throw their garbage to the woods. When the garbage decomposes hazardous substances are released. They contaminate the soil and water. And they are dangerous for the animals, too!

The soil is also damaged by raw materials extraction.

When the extraction is carried away the landscape gets devastated and deformed. Agricultural land decreases. Hazardous substances are sometimes used during raw materials extraction and can contaminate the soil. When the wind blows a huge amount of dust flies to the air and contaminates it. Hazardous substances can get to the soil when there are accidents. They can be of various kinds for example traffic accidents or when there is a leak of hazardous substances from a factory. Transport and industry are the biggest sources of air pollution.
Do you know that there is a decrease of soil? We keep building things and very soon there may be no fields to grow plants on or no wild nature.   

But we haven´t learnt yet what the biggest danger for the soil and our planet is. 

It is you and your, including mine, increasing consumption! Meaning consumption in advanced countries and people´s consumer way of living. The consumption increases. We want more and more new things and very often things we don´t need. We have too much food that we can waste it and throw it away. We´re getting lazier. We drive cars instead of walking or cycling. We buy a new mobile even though the old one still works. This is the consumer way of living. Get fast, use fast and replace fast with something new (a car, clothes, devices, relationships). The way we behave makes the global problems worse. 

So, what can you do to change it?

When you want to buy something new, think twice. Do you really need it? Or will you only use it for a couple of days and then forget about it? 

When you go shopping, bring your own bag. We don´t need more and more plastic bags in our lives. Choose products made of natural materials or those with little wrappings that are gentle to the environment. Buy products from your country. Laws in your country will guarantee that the production does not damage the environment. Transporting products over short distances is better for the environment. Walk, cycle or use public transportation. Be a gentle tourist. Protect nature. Recycle, save water, save heat, save electricity, use ecological cleaning products. Be interested in local environmental problems and act in their benefit. Be active! 
You can help the Earth by your own action. Think globally, act locally!
