


The “Isola Bella” 

is a small island 

near Taormina, in 

Sicily, situated on 

the Ionian Sea. 

The Island has an 

amazing beach 

which is 

frequented by 

many tourists who 

go there to 

sunbathe. 



The island is 

connected to 

the mainland 

beach by a 

narrow path. It 

is also known 

all over the 

world such as 

the most 

famous tourist 

destination of 

Sicily. 



The island was 

given to the 

nearby town of 

Taormina by the 

king Ferdinand I 

of the two Sicilies 

in 1806. Then it 

was bought by 

Florence 

Trevelyan who 

built a small 

house on the top 

of the island and 

also imported 

different exotic 

plants because 

she was a 

gardener.  



The following 

owners kept up 

the Island, 

until the owner 

went bankrupt 

and auctioned 

it in 1990 when 

the Region of 

Sicily bought it 

and 

transformed it 

into a nature 

reserve.  



The name was 

coined by the 

German baron 

Wilhelm Von 

Gloeden who 

spread the 

artistic value 

of the island 

all over the 

world.  



The Isola 

Bella is also 

home to 

several 

species of 

birds, and a 

few types of 

lizards inside 

the rocky 

wall. 



The “rondine montana” (mountain 

swallow)  with brown feathers and white 

patches on the tail.  

The “passero solitario” (solitary sparrow) 

with its blue plumage. 

The “ballerina bianca” (white 

ballerina) so called 
because of the movement of its tail. 



An important 

species on the 

island is the red 

lizard (podarcis 

sicula). It’s 

famous 

especially for 

the particular 

colour of its 

belly. 



The lentisco (Pistacia lentiscus) is 

an evergreen bush or small tree of 

the pistachio genus. It can grow up 

to 4 meters and it is cultivated for 

its aromatic resin.  

The euforbia arborea  

(Euphorbia dendroides) also known 

as tree spurge is a small tree that 

grows in semi-arid and 

Mediterranean climates. It is used 

in traditional medicine.  

The sangue di dragone                 

(Dracaena draco) is a 

subtropical tree-like plant 

native to the Canary Islands. 

Its reddish resin is also used in 

traditional medicine. 



The fiordaliso di Taormina 
(Centaurea tauromenitana) is an 
important plant in the area of 
Taormina. It can grow up near 
the sea but also on the hills 
which are 600 meters high. 

The cappero (capparis 

spinosa) is a perennial plant 

with fleshy leaves and large 

white or pinkish-white 

flowers. Its edible buds are 

often used as a seasoning.  


