
ARCHEOLOGICAL PATH  

THE CHERESIG KEEP 

 

The keep in Cheresig is the most impressive monument of all Romanesque 

architecture in Transylvania from the second half of the 13
th

 century.  

This monument was built right after the massive Tatars (Mongol) 

invasion of 1242 as a tower of observation. The first documentary 

testimony dates from 25
th

 December 1289, when King Ladislaus IV 

Cumanus commanded his army from Cheresig. Later, in 1317, it is 

mentioned as being in the king‟s possession. In 1396 it was donated to 

the Losonczi family by Sigismund of Luxemburg, and later became the 

property of the Csáky family. It was in the family‟s use for 210 years, 

(which was followed by a 200-year-long state of abandonment). 

Document attesting the estate partition in 1510: “There is a vault in the castle in 

Cheresig, next to a chapel, this vault is accessible from this chapel, above which there are 

three rooms [domus-house], among which two are intact and furnished, and the third one is 

run-down, in need of renewal. The fourth room is found above the two intact rooms.” 

Unfortunately, the keep remained in common possession, thus we do not get more 

information about it during the estate‟s repartition. 

Document attesting the estate partition in 1526: “The interior [circuitus] of the castle 

in Cheresig until the corner of the keep, which is found next to the well. In addition, there is a 

large cellar [magnam pincernam], from here, under the grain storage, one can access a 

small earthen room [domo terrea-earthen house].” 

Another extremely interesting document, dated in 1552, and it is the conscription 

accomplished by the new Austrian administration, which occupied Bihor County between the 

years 1551 and 1556.  

The last of the documentary information about the tower dates back since the first half 

of the 17
th

 century.  

 

Inventarium et Connumeratio, 

Castellum Kerezzegh – 1602  
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Inventory of the Cheresig Fortress – written in Latin, stamped and signed. 

“This fortress has big cannons… 2 ; Smaller 

cannon….27 pieces; Poor quality on items 

(unassembled)…. 22 pieces; Drum (infantry).. 1 

piece; Flags… 2 pieces; Compact bomber 

(composed of 6 rifles)… 1 piece; Shots…. 74 pieces; 

Smaller guns… 201 pieces;Iron pickle …4 pieces;(…) Sulfur tablets (100) ….4000 pieces; 

Gun powder …4 tons; Barley …. 36; Oats…. 11; Sowing Seed… 15; Barley for sowing… 15; 

Bulls….8; Pigs….. 5…..” 

In the years 1604-1606, both the fort was devastated by the outlaws, during the reign 

of the Prince Bocskay. A late inventory dating back to 3
rd

 August 1635 recalls the operation 

of a small palace that had only a few rooms. Also in this context was the chapel of the 

fortress. Inside, there is also a fountain (water tank), a mandatory element in the case of a 

fortress. This inventory also shows that there were a few guns in the fort, but all that without 

making statements of its condition. It is possible that then it has begun the abandonment 

process aggravated by the Turkish conquest. The 1635 inventory reminds of a fortified 

complex with a double enclosure, two gates, an „old' one and a gate to the forest. 

The tower, which had survived by the 19
th

 century, was used as grain storage. In 

1915, with the support of the family, a renovation proposal was developed; moreover, a 

foundation was established with the purpose of maintenance. Unfortunately the world wars, 

as well as the changes in ownership, swept away these endeavours. 

 

One of the most interesting medieval monuments, preserved almost intact since its 

construction, is the Cheresig tower or keep, built of bricks and high-quality mortar binder, 

and wooden rods at the base and in the thickness of the walls and in its width. 

The hexagonal tower is a massive construction with uneven sides. The walls of the 

dungeon are 4 m thick. As the edifice rises, the walls narrow to the upper part up to 1.10 m. 

The structure of the Cheresig tower is exceptional, with the ground floor and the four floors 

integrated at a height of 26 m, being the highest construction this kind preserved in 

Transylvania. On the east side there was a gate with a semicircular opening and another 

entrance was at the third level at a height of about 9 m from the ground. The entrance to this 

level was made with a mobile staircase. The ground floor was delimited by the first floor and 
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the next one by wooden floors. Access to the upper floors was achieved by the steps included 

in the thickness of the wall. 

The last floor is penetrated on each side with windows that provide an 

excellent view of the area. The tower‟s cornice, 24 m high, keeps track 

of crenellations, but also those of a wooden corridor that surrounds as 

the outer platform the upper part of the last level. Above it there was 

probably a wooden pyramid roof. Drawings and images from the First 

World War show that right next to the east side of the ground, there 

was a circular construction, which could be the old tank. The ground floor and the first level 

were vaulted.  

The castle‟s outlines based on written documents and satellite 

imagery contains the following: “The castle’s layout is U 

shaped…. within which there was a stone wall, proven by a wall 

fragment, still extant in 1829…...”  

Keeps had to ensure both housing (sometimes in isolation from the outside world for 

up to several weeks) and security. For the sake of more effective and better defence, the 

spaces were connected not horizontally but vertically, and the 

entrance was usually on one of the upper floors. Identifying this 

level is the first step in understanding the function. 

This drawing shows the tower‟s layout with occasionally 4 m 

thick walls and the original entrance at 9 m above ground 

surface. Ascent could have been achieved by a ladder that could be dismantled, by a bridge 

ending in a drawbridge, but also by a hoist with a windlass, fixed on the roof level, which 

could be used for lifting both crops and people. The semi-cylindrical niche found in the 

entrance opening, at line of sight, could have housed a lantern, which would have been a 

handy tool for lighting the entrance and the dark stairway stretching in the wall.  
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