
What do we know about What do we know about What do we know about What do we know about 
learning?learning?learning?learning?

SocialSocialSocialSocial

interactioninteractioninteractioninteraction

promotespromotespromotespromotes

cognitive cognitive cognitive cognitive 

developmentdevelopmentdevelopmentdevelopment

In In In In 

classrooms,classrooms,classrooms,classrooms,

lovinglovinglovingloving

childrenchildrenchildrenchildren

to to to to 

understandingunderstandingunderstandingunderstanding



Aims of educationAims of educationAims of educationAims of education

UNESCOUNESCOUNESCOUNESCO

•Learning to know
Learning to know
Learning to know
Learning to know

•Learning to do
Learning to do
Learning to do
Learning to do

•Learning to live 
Learning to live 
Learning to live 
Learning to live 

togethertogethertogethertogether
•Learning to be

Learning to be
Learning to be
Learning to be

•Successful Successful Successful Successful 
learnerslearnerslearnerslearners

•Confident Confident Confident Confident 
individualsindividualsindividualsindividuals

•Effective Effective Effective Effective 
contributorscontributorscontributorscontributors

•Responsible Responsible Responsible Responsible 
citizenscitizenscitizenscitizens



Are good teachers bornAre good teachers bornAre good teachers bornAre good teachers born…………....

…………are they made?are they made?are they made?are they made?
What 

makes 

a 

good

teacher?



NNNNo o o o 
LimitsLimitsLimitsLimits

If the child appears unable to If the child appears unable to If the child appears unable to If the child appears unable to 
learn, do not assume that the learn, do not assume that the learn, do not assume that the learn, do not assume that the 
child is child is child is child is ‘‘‘‘unintelligentunintelligentunintelligentunintelligent’…’…’…’…



A nurturing environmentA nurturing environmentA nurturing environmentA nurturing environment

The The The The 
LearningLearningLearningLearning

ClassroomClassroomClassroomClassroom

The ethos of the classroomThe ethos of the classroomThe ethos of the classroomThe ethos of the classroom

High expectationsHigh expectationsHigh expectationsHigh expectations

Success and failure: Success and failure: Success and failure: Success and failure: 
changing mindsets?changing mindsets?changing mindsets?changing mindsets?



Learning to Learning to Learning to Learning to 
think:think:think:think:

thinking tothinking tothinking tothinking to
learnlearnlearnlearn

Critical
Critical
Critical
Critical

CreativeCreativeCreativeCreative

ProblemProblemProblemProblem
solvingsolvingsolvingsolving



Making Making Making Making 
ConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnections::::

Assessment is for Assessment is for Assessment is for Assessment is for 
learninglearninglearninglearning

TeachingTeachingTeachingTeaching
forforforfor

UnderstandingUnderstandingUnderstandingUnderstanding

PowerfulPowerfulPowerfulPowerful

PedagogiesPedagogiesPedagogiesPedagogies



A Framework

Teaching for Understanding

• Generative topics
• Understanding goals

• Performances of understanding

• Ongoing assessment

Assessment is for Learning

• Sharing learning outcomes
• Dialogue
• Feedback

• Peer- and self-assessment



LeadershipLeadershipLeadershipLeadership

CollegialityCollegialityCollegialityCollegiality

Moral obligationMoral obligationMoral obligationMoral obligation



TheTheTheThe

classroomclassroomclassroomclassroom

as aas aas aas a

placeplaceplaceplace

forforforfor

thinkingthinkingthinkingthinking



““““I hate to lose,I hate to lose,I hate to lose,I hate to lose,
but Ibut Ibut Ibut I’’’’m notm notm notm not
afraid toafraid toafraid toafraid to

failfailfailfail””””



What are What are What are What are 

the the the the 

barriers?barriers?barriers?barriers?

High stakes exams, league High stakes exams, league High stakes exams, league High stakes exams, league 
tables, inspectiontables, inspectiontables, inspectiontables, inspection…………time?time?time?time?



GGGGrasping rasping rasping rasping 

the the the the 

opportunity :opportunity :opportunity :opportunity :

carpe diem!carpe diem!carpe diem!carpe diem!

TheTheTheThe
Journey toJourney toJourney toJourney to
Creativity?Creativity?Creativity?Creativity?



The Learning ClassroomThe Learning ClassroomThe Learning ClassroomThe Learning Classroom
10 principles of the learning classroom:10 principles of the learning classroom:10 principles of the learning classroom:10 principles of the learning classroom:

1111 Relationships based on interdependence and trustRelationships based on interdependence and trustRelationships based on interdependence and trustRelationships based on interdependence and trust
2222 Assessment as part of learning Assessment as part of learning Assessment as part of learning Assessment as part of learning 
3333 Making thinking explicit to promote understanding and deep learnMaking thinking explicit to promote understanding and deep learnMaking thinking explicit to promote understanding and deep learnMaking thinking explicit to promote understanding and deep learninginginging
4444 Engagement of learners by challenging and supporting their learnEngagement of learners by challenging and supporting their learnEngagement of learners by challenging and supporting their learnEngagement of learners by challenging and supporting their learninginginging
5555 Participation through active learningParticipation through active learningParticipation through active learningParticipation through active learning
6666 Learners taking responsibility for their own learningLearners taking responsibility for their own learningLearners taking responsibility for their own learningLearners taking responsibility for their own learning
7777 No labels: every child can be a powerful learnerNo labels: every child can be a powerful learnerNo labels: every child can be a powerful learnerNo labels: every child can be a powerful learner
8888 Dialogue promoted through collaborative learningDialogue promoted through collaborative learningDialogue promoted through collaborative learningDialogue promoted through collaborative learning
9999 Intelligence deIntelligence deIntelligence deIntelligence de----mystified and mystified and mystified and mystified and ‘‘‘‘growthgrowthgrowthgrowth’’’’ mindsets encouragedmindsets encouragedmindsets encouragedmindsets encouraged

10101010 Making connections: locally (across subjects) and globally (acroMaking connections: locally (across subjects) and globally (acroMaking connections: locally (across subjects) and globally (acroMaking connections: locally (across subjects) and globally (across ss ss ss 
continentscontinentscontinentscontinents)


