About the Monastery of the

Hieronymites (Mosteiro dos

Jeronimos)

Masterpiece of 16th century Portuguese architec-
ture, listed as National Monument and, since 1983,
UNESCO World Heritage, the Monastery of the Hier-
onymites stands in one of Lisbon’s most beautiful
historical landscapes, by the River Tagus, close to the
Tower of Belem and the Belem Cultural Centre. It
was commanded by King Manuel 1*. for the monks
of Saint Hieronymus. It is the jewel of the Manueline
(Portuguese late Gothic) style, with architectonical
late Gothic and Renaissance elements decorated
with nautical and maritime motives which make this
a unique style. In the church there are the tombs of
monarchs and outstanding Portuguese historical
characters. Those tombs are decorated with ele-
ments related to the lives and deeds of the personal-
ities buried there. In the 19th century the building
has gone through restaurations and changes which,
albeit keeping its original structure, gave it its pre-

sent shape.

One of the foremost iconic buildings of the Portu-
guese Age of the Discoveries, the Monastery of the
Hieronymites — Mosteiro dos Jerénimos — is witness
to more than 500 years of history.
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