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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
we would like to inform you about school dropout-rates in Germany.
Overall, 5.5% of German students drop out of school without any kind of degree or graduation. But what does this mean for Germany? In total, 47.000 young people are in danger of becoming unemployed, having little chances of entering the first labour market.
This rate is not the same in all of Germany. For example the lowest dropout rate in Germany is to be found in Bavaria with about 4%, single cities there even have rates of only about 1%, e.g. in the city of Ansbach. The highest rate, in contrast, is to be found in Saxony-Anhalt with about 10%. Since 2014 their rate has almost doubled.
To summarize you can say that the rate of school dropouts is the highest in the Northeast and the lowest in the Southwest.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a part-time co-operative vocational school we are associate partners of local business companies, offering classes to teach the general theoretical background for all young people who serve an apprenticeship in business companies. We are part of the so called dual system that means students spend one or two days per week at our school, and they practice their theoretical knowledge in local companies for the rest of the week. This dual system department accommodates approximately 1450 students.
Those young people (some 900) who prefer to enrol for general vocational education before their apprenticeship or university course are accommodated in our second department, which offers classes on a full-time basis. This includes classes preparing for their ‘Abitur’ (university entrance qualifications), enabling students to enrol for all kinds of university courses, as well as classes for students who aim at vocational certificates (comparable to GNVQ/NVQ – General National Vocational Qualification/National Vocational Qualification), enabling them to enrol for courses aiming at a kind of HND (Higher National Diploma). But this requires additional apprenticeship or traineeship before enrolment. Altogether we accommodate a number of 2350 students between 16 and 21 years. 
Therefore no student can actually leave the college WITHOUT ANY KIND OF DIPLOMA due to a law-enforced compulsory schooling until the age of 18, in vocational training until the age of 21.
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