PARIS AND  BEAUTIFUL HELEN

Paris known as Alexander or Alexandros, was a hero of Greek mythology. He was the son of  Priamos, the king of Troy. The most well-known myth that is connected with Paris is relevant to the abduction of Beautiful Helen, that caused the war of Troy.
 
The myth goes like this:
Once upon a time, Zeus, the King of the the gods, organised a banquet at mountain Olympus as to honor the wedding of Pileas and Thetida. He invited all the gods , the goddesses and the demigods apart from Eris, the goddess of discord. 
 Eris got angry and threw a golden apple in the palace during the wedding party  for revenge.  On this apple however there was a word inscribed,  the word "Kallisti " which means “for the most beautiful”. This action caused dispute  among the goddesses as they didn’t know who the apple was intended for.  Finally, Hera, Athena and Aphrodite decided to join a beauty contest in order to find out who was the most beautiful goddess that deserved to take the apple. They asked Zeus to be the judge and choose one of them. Zeus, could not decide, so he asked Paris to act as a  judge, accompanied by Hermis.  Then, the   three goddesses  approached Paris while he was tending his goats up  the mountain. They tried to bribe him. Hera offered him wealth and political power in the area of Asia.  Athena offered him the ability to fight and the ability to be wise. Aphrodite offered him the most beautiful woman of the world, Helen. Paris chose Aphrodite's offer but Helen was already married to Menelaus, the king of Sparta.  So Paris had to kidnap her.  
According to another version, Aphrodite made Helen  fall in love with Paris. So Helen followed him because she wanted to. 
The Greek campaign to take Helen back was known as the cause of the Trojan War. Helen, indeed, was famous for her beauty, that’s why she had many suitors, who wanted to marry her. When Tyndareos, Helen’s stepfather saw the plurality of the suitors, he was afraid  that by choosing  one of them, could cause conflict among the others. 
That's why he followed Odysseus's advice and required all the suitors to swear that they would defend and protect against any danger and threat the man who would  be chosen among them  as the husband of Helen. 
So when Helen fled to Troy with Paris  , Menelaus reminded them of the oath. 
In the Iliad, Paris appears as a rather untrained and not very brave warrior. His brother Hector often criticizes him, which Paris admits happily. The fact that he prefers the use of the bow as a weapon verifies his cowardice.  He doesn’t follow the "code of honor" of other heroes and finally strikes Achilles  at the back . At the beginning of the war Paris and Menelaus had a duel in an attempt to end the war without further bloodshed. Menelaus easily defeated Paris, but Aphrodite got Paris away, in a supernatural way, before Menelaus finished the duel.
Paris returned to his bedroom, where  goddess Helen, was waiting for him. 
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