Why is the European Union unique in the world?

The Federal Constitutional Court describes the European Union as an association of states, i. e. it is not a federal state or an association of 
states. It is a special network that exists only once in the world.
The European Union is an association of democratic European states which have made peace and the pursuit of prosperity their primary goals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]European integration has produced great achievements which the peoples of the rest of the world envy us: respect, the rule of law, human rights, diversity, tolerance, justice, solidarity, freedom, democracy, the rule of law, peace and equality between men and women.
The objectives of the EU are, inter alia
· promoting the peace, values and well-being of the peoples of the Union ;
· a competitive social market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress;
· Environmental protection;
· combating social exclusion;
· the promotion of social justice;
· solidarity between Member States;
· the protection and development of Europe's cultural heritage.

