CASTLE TRAKOSCAN

Trakoscan was built in the late 13th century in northwestern Croatian defense
system as a small observation fortress for monitoring the road from Ptuj to
Bednja Valley.

According to legend, Trakoscan was named after the Thracian fortress (ARX
Thacorum) which allegedly existed in antiquity. Another preserved legend says,
it is named after the knights Drachenstein who in the early Middle Ages, ruled
the region.

Toponym was first mentioned in written records in 1334. year.

In the boom years of building castles in Croatian Zagorje, in the second half of
the 18th century Trakoscan was abandoned. Neglected, it begins to deteriorate
rapidly so just in the second half of the 19th century., the family re-interested
in its estate in the spirit of the new era romantic return to nature and family
traditions.

In this spirit marshal Juraj V. Draskovic in residential castle and the surrounding
park was transformed into a romantic garden. The next generation occasionally
stay in Trakoscan until 1944th when they immigrated to Austria soon after the
castle was nationalized.

In 1954 the museum established with a permanent exhibition. Today the castle
is owned by the Republic of Croatia.



MEDVEDGRAD CASTLE

The medieval fortress of Medvedgrad, just above the city on the southern side
of Mt Medvednica, is Zagreb’s most important medieval monument. Built from
1249 to 1254, it was erected to protect the city from Tartar invasions. Today
you can see the rebuilt thick walls and towers, a small chapel with frescoes and
the Shrine of the Homeland , which pays homage to those who died for a free
Croatia. On a clear day, it offers beautiful views of Zagreb and surrounds.



