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‘ WHAT IS EUROPE?
®Om



DO YOU FEEL

EUROPEAN? |4

WHAT MAKES YOU FEEL OR COULD
MAKE YOU FEEL EUROPEAN?




EUROPE:

1of7
continents

EUROPE:
over 700
million
people

44
countries

EUROPE:

EU:
512 million

EU:

28 Member
States
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* Parliamentarism and social rights
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‘ EUROPEAN ARTS

Over the centuries, new styles of
music, architecture and literature
have inspired artists throughout
Europe.

For example:

e Pablo Picasso °® Josef Czechowicz
e Beethoven * Claude Monet

e Alfons Mucha
* Jane Austen

* Van Gogh

e Stefan Zweig
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@ EUROPEAN VALUES

* Democracy

* Human dignity

* Freedom

* Equality

* Rule of law

* Respect for human rights
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| * Peace was one of the aims
?, that led to the creation of
A the European Union.
* The EU received the Nobel

* Many wars took place in Peace Prize in 2012.

Europe throughout the
centuries — two world
wars in the 20t century .

alone.
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.EUROPEAN UNION MEMBER STATES

Belgium, Germany, France, - v
, P

Italy, Luxembourg, S

2 !
Netherlands f““ « W,

A "“ 2 -
Denmark, Ireland, ‘

L 4 Latwa N

1973 United Kingdom

Belgium Germany

- : L b .
1995  Austria, Finland, Sweden .' uxembourg %

France "@ : . \
Czechia, Estonia, Cyprus, “ H )
2004 Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, 3 |
Malta, Poland, Slovenia, iz'ﬁé:f;ri: -
Slovakia i -
2007  Bulgaria, Romania i
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MAIN STEPS IN THE CREATION OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION

2004
1950 1957 1992 Eastern
Schuman Treaty of Rome T Enlargement
reaty of

Declaration

Maastricht 11995

2002 2012

Nobel Peace

1951 1987 1993 Euro orire
European Coal ERASMUS Single Market
and

Steel Community
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SCHENGEN AREA
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‘ EURO AREA
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‘ WHAT DOES THE EU DO ?
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‘ INVEST
o

This is Max. Max is a
European citizen. He is very
curious and passionate
about everything that
surrounds him.

MAX LETS THE EU, THE SECOND LARGEST ECONOMY IN THE WORLD,
INVEST FOR HIM. BE LIKE MAX ©
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‘ PROTECT

Max meets his boyfriend,
Theo, in Budapest. Together
they plan to go to Barcelona
for Easter.

Their mothers are happy for
them to go on holiday together
because they know human rights
and diversity are respected in EU
countries.

They will be able to eat the same

quality food as at home because
WY each European country has to
apply the same rules for health
and safety.

AT

EUROPEA

© EGROPEAN UNION

When they buy their
snacks in the
supermarket, they
will no longer get free
plastic bags as the EU
protects our planet.

Both can pay for their
tickets securely via
their smartphones as
citizens’ privacy is
respected throughout
the EU.

If their flight is
cancelled, they will
get reimbursed
thanks to European
consumers’ rights.

MAX AND THEO LET THE EU PROTECT THEM. BE LIKE MAX

AND THEO ©
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‘EMPOWER

L Theo wants to join Max in
= Paris. But he is unsure for
how long and whether he
should pursue his studies
abroad. Many options are

possible.

Theo prefers volunteering
as a way to help different
communities, while
enjoying the time with his
boyfriend.

Theo reassures his mother
by saying that if he needs
money he can find a job

o D7, : by applying for the Youth
His mother would like Guarantee scheme.
' ;him to take part in an @
Erasmus+ programme, . His mother wonders if

so he can live for a
couple of months in
Paris with Max and
continue his studies.

Paris is the right choice.
She ask him to discover _
the EU a little more before

making any final decision.
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THEO USES THE EU TO EMPOWER HIMSELF. BE LIKE THEO ©
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Which topics
py do you think should
be prioritised by the

European
Institutions?
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is the voice of the European citizens

has Members from all EU countries directly
elected by citizens every five years

discusses new laws proposed by the
European Commission

modifies (if necessary) and decides these
laws together with the Council

elects the President of the European
Commission

approves the EU budget

holds at least six sessions per year in Brussels
(Belgium) and 12 in Strasbourg (France)




* brings together the heads of state and e does not adopt EU laws

government of each EU country
* meets at least four times a year in

* sets the EU’s main priorities and policy Brussels (Belgium) or Luxembourg
directions (Luxembourg) for European
Summits




represents the governments of the EU
countries

brings together ministers of EU
countries who meet to discuss EU
matters (agriculture, foreign affairs,
justice, etc.)

takes decisions and passes laws
together with the European Parliament

has a rotating Presidency — every six
months another EU country takes the

lead

meets in Brussels or Luxembourg

S
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represents the EU’s common
interests

is made up of one President, as well as one
Commissioner from each EU country
responsible for a specific topic, such as
economy, agriculture, transport

proposes new laws and programmes

is elected by the Parliament for
five years

manages the EU’s policies and
the EU budget

2
is the guardian of the Treaties

is located in Brussels and Luxembourg
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‘ EU LAWS: WHO DOES

European Comm|55|on

EU’s voice
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European Parliament Member

Council of the
European Union

o P States’ voice
Citizens’ voice
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The Court of Justice:
* keeps track of EU laws

* makes sure that EU countries respect EU
laws

* advises national courts on the
interpretation of these laws

* fines countries if they don’t respect EU
laws

* checks if the laws respect fundamental
rights (e.g. freedom of speech, freedom
of the press)

® consists of one judge per EU country

* jislocated in Luxembourg
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The Court of Auditors:

checks whether the EU’s budget has
been correctly spent

* reports fraud, corruption or other
illegal activity

e advises EU policymakers on how to
best spend the budget

* has Members appointed by the
Council for six-year terms
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leads EU economic and monetary
policy

manages the European currency —
the ‘euro’

is responsible for keeping the
euro and prices stable

fixes interest rates for the
euro area

works with the national central
banks of EU countries

has six Members appointed by the
Council for an eight-year term that
cannot be renewed

is located in Frankfurt (Germany)




HOW CAN | LEARN MORE?

9

What Europe does for me
what-europe-does-for-me.eu

m Publications Office

All the EU publications you need
publications.europa.eu

Learning Corner
europa.eu/learning-corner

The EU in slides
europa.eu/european-union/documents-
publications/slide-presentations en

Europa website
europa.eu

g
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In person:

Questions about the EU? Europe Direct can help.

S europe
Y direct

europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

Freephone: 0080067 891011
* weekdays 09:00 — 18:00 CET

* in any official EU language

* from anywhere in the EU

Find an EU centre near you to meet, ask, discuss
about the EU.

europa.eu/european-union/contact/meet-us_en

Via social media:

© EUROPEAN UNION

Follow us on social media B

Use the search tool to find social media accounts
with EU input.

europa.eu/european-union/contact/social-

networks en




