THE COMPARISON OF THE FINNISH RESULTS OF THE LESSONS-QUESTIONNAIRE BEFORE AND AFTER THE PROJECT


by Minna Parkatti

The students gave their opinions to 40 statements concerning the lessons at our school both before the project and after it. They chose their answers from a scale 1 (totally disagree) to 4 (totally agree). Of the 40 statements, the results changed for the positive in 19 questions during the project. The biggest changes were in questions number 2, 6, 10, 15, 26, 32, 35, 37 and 40 (see below). The differences between the means of the students’ answers were smaller but still visible in the other 10 questions with positive changes. Thus, the teachers have changed their teaching methods during the two project years. For example, the lessons seem to be less teacher-centred and cooperative learning as well as ICT and humour are used more nowadays. In addition, projects with several school subjects, with different countries, business trips and the local community are more common after the Europe as a workspace-project. The new school building clearly affected the state and the equipment of the classrooms in our school.
The Finnish means (positive changes)….


before       after
2. We use cooperative learning (students teach each other) in the lessons.
2,39 
2,91

6. Teachers often propose projects that involve different subjects.

2,28 
2,65

7. We learn a lot of practice through internships and business trips.

2,11  
2,30

10. All students have the opportunity to be heard and listened to.

3,17 
3,57

11. The teacher makes me believe in myself and my ability to learn.

2,67 
2,91

13. The teachers keep us active during the lessons


2,61 
2,91

14. The teachers try new methods/strategies


2,72 
2,87

15. The teachers use humour to motivate us.


2,67 
3,04

22. We use ICT/computers a lot.



3,06 
3,17

23. We are always in a hurry, there is no time to learn things properly.

2,67 
2,57

26. During the lessons the teacher does all the talking


3,22 
2,61

28. We travel and meet other systems of education


2,06 
2,26

29. We have a close connection and cooperate with the local community and its projects   2,00 
2,09

30. Digital books are a modern and interesting way of learning.

2,33 
2,48

31. The school organizes students’ exchanges.


2,78 
2,96

32. Teachers take us to visit places (museums, university labs, libraries, etc.) connected with what we are studying.





1,67 
2,26

35. The classes are equipped with the newest technological devices

2,78 
3,39

37. The classrooms are in a bad condition.



2,67 
1,22

40. We are too easily distracted by our mobile phones


3,28 
2,96

However, there were also six questions in which the results were worse in the After the project-questionnaire (see below). This can be due to several factors, one being the fact that not all the students who answered the questionnaires before and after the project were the same (the first-year students weren’t there to answer the questionnaire at the beginning of the project). Nevertheless, us teachers need to analyse these negative results and make some changes in the lessons in the future. For instance, we should consider how to make the studying less about tests and exams and more about actual learning. We should also try to find a way to include intercultural differences into our subjects. Similarly, the teachers need to highlight the relationship between school subjects and job opportunities, which would serve as an important motivation for our students to study and participate actively and to attend lessons regularly. 
The Finnish means (negative changes)…


before      after

20. There is too much focus on tests and exams


2,56
2,74

21.We don't take active part in discussions very much.


2,44 
2,65

24. Teachers don’t make us aware of intercultural differences.

2,28
2,61

25. We do too few assignments in groups.



2,22 
2,30

36. Students skip lessons a lot.



2,00
2,57

39. We can’t see any relation between school subjects and job opportunities   
2,11 
2,52

In the rest of the Finnish answers there were no or almost no differences between the means in the two questionnaires.

