                                                          PLANTS of BULGARIA
Bulgaria is home to about 170 species of vascular plants found nowhere else.
Medicinal and aromatic plants are plants, whose roots, leaves, seeds, bark or other parts possess therapeutic, tonic, purgative or other pharmacologic properties.

Bulgaria’s diverse relief, geological features and soil, the characteristic microclimatic conditions along with thousands of years of human activity have determined the wealth and diversity of plant species, communities and natural habitats on the territory of the country.

Around 770 species, or 19% of all plant species in the country are medicinal. Most of them, around 760 species, are wild.

Plants that occur only in a particular locality, region or country, are called endemic. Despite its small territory of merely 111 thousand square kilometres, Bulgaria is extremely rich in endemic plants, which cannot be found anywhere else in the world. The endemic seminal vegetables (i.e., algae, mosses, lichens, ferns and horse-tails excluded) that have been registered so far, run to about 170 species and 100 subspecies. By way of comparison, the total number of seminal plant species found in Bulgaria is approximately 3500-3700. Two of the Bulgarian endemic plants are considered to be irretrievably lost; and the preservation of the rest of this vegetable wealth - in conformity with international agreements - is a responsibility of the Bulgarian state.
Furthermore, about 200 Balkan endemic species have been identified in Bulgaria; many of them are found chiefly in this country, or have been located for the first time here. Therefore, a considerable number of these plants have designations including the definition of "Bulgarian", or bear the names of Bulgarian scientists, mountains, etc.
